
 
City of Taylorsville 

Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes 

Tuesday – January 27, 2009  
  6:00 P.M. 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd – Council Chambers 
 

 
Attendance: 
 
Planning Commission                                                    Community Development Staff 
Kristie Overson, Chair Mark McGrath, Community Development Director 
Scott Bolton  Michael Meldrum, Principal Planner 
Ted Jensen                 Dan Udall/City Planner   
Nathan Murray Jean Gallegos/Admin Assistant/Recorder 
Garl Fink  
Stacey Staley 
Dan Fazzini, Jr. 
   Excused:  Bruce Holman 
 
PUBLIC:  Ryan Beck, Bartley Matthews, Ned Hacker, Jean Young, Elli Cosky 
  
18:02:00
WELCOME:  Commissioner Overson welcomed those present, explained the process to be followed this evening 
and opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.   Commissioner Overson outlined the item on the consent agenda and asked 
if anyone had any comments.  There being none, she asked for a motion. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Agenda/File # Application Applicant Action 
1.  Review/approval of Minutes for January 13, 2009. Approved as presented. 

 
 MOTION: Commissioner Bolton – I move for approval of the Consent Agenda, consisting of the Minutes 

for January 13, 2009 as presented  
 SECOND: Commissioner Staley

  VOTE  
Commissioner Vote Commissioner Vote Commissioner Vote 
Dan Fazzini   AYE Ted Jensen AYE Kristie Overson AYE 
Garl Fink   AYE Scott Bolton AYE Nathan Murray AYE 
Bruce Holman Absent Stacey Staley AYE   
Motion passes unanimously.   

     
WORK SESSION MEETING 

  
 
 
 
            

 2.    Presentation of Wasatch Front Regional Council’s Growth Principles.  (Mr. McGrath/Director of Community 
  Development)    18:02:53

 2.1  Mr. McGrath gave a brief introduction of the presentation to be heard this evening and turned the time 
over to the speakers present.  They introduced themselves as Ryan Beck (Envision Utah) and Bartley Matthews 
(Wasatch Front Regional Council - WFRC).   
 

 Mr. Beck spoke first and said they were present to speak on Wasatch Choices 2040, which is a four-county 
(Weber, Davis, Salt Lake and Utah) land use and transportation vision.  He went on to say that Utah’s 
population has grown significantly and according to the 2000 Census, Utah is the 4th fastest growing state in 
the nation. Utah also has a low median age – 28 ½ years old compared to 36 years old nationally.  The 
population is coming from two sources – natural increase due to big families and Utah is a great place to 
live, which draws people to come here to live.  The Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget projects that 
by 2040, Utah will have 5.2 million people.  As part of the Wasatch Choices process, there was a lot of 
public involvement, which ultimately revealed concerns about growth, along with environment and traffic.  
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Wasatch Choices was a joint effort with the WFRC and four different scenarios were evaluated and from that 
process nine growth principles were adopted, identified as follows:   

 
(1) Provide infrastructure that was efficient and adequately maintained.   
(2) Transportation choices – not just automobiles but multiple transportation choices.   
(3) Local land use and regional transportation need to be integrated.   
(4) Provide housing for all stages of life, especially the younger families who are being priced 

out of the market.   
(5) Insure public health and safety.   
(6) Enhance regional economy.   
(7) Promote regional collaboration.   
(8) Strengthen the sense of community.   
(9) Environment.    
 

The nine growth principles were then turned into a vision.  One portion of that vision is to promote walk-able 
centers which are transit oriented, create a sense of community, provide a demographic mix with all ages, 
incomes, different family stages.  Provide as many transportation options as possible by bus, rail, trail, 
pedestrian, bikes, homes with varying yard sizes and open space.  Also being promoted is the need for 
unique architecture.  People want to be within 10 miles of hospitals, parks and recreation areas, schools, 
library and within 5 miles of grocery and gas stations.  Mr. Beck then gave a visual presentation of positive 
examples of what people like to see in mixed/transit oriented development and then turned the time over to 
Mr. Matthews.   
 

 Mr. Matthews spoke about 18:10:41 implementation of the vision of Wasatch Choices 2040.  He talked about 
what could happen in this region, especially in Taylorsville.  The vision focuses first on transportation issues 
and then critical lands and how they can be preserved and enhance the quality of life with open space.  Part 
of it is creating a comprehensive system of green corridors that are walk-able and enable the communities to 
experience a little bit of the outdoors.  It also increases the opportunities for walking, biking, viewing wildlife 
and relaxing.  It emphasizes the value of Utah’s nature and water.  At this point, Mr. Matthews showed 
visual examples of green buffers which have extensive trail systems not only in Utah but throughout the 
nation, i.e. City Creek Canyon, Day Break, Murray Park, River Woods in Provo.  The second important role 
of the vision is improving the transportation forms and making sure there is a balance of good transportation 
available.  Primarily the goal is to enable people to have more opportunities to walk or bicycle for more of 
their daily trips.  It also recognizes the importance of the automobile travel and to establish connectivity 
between the street systems for more efficiently.  The importance of transit was emphasized.  Also, multi-use 
paths that can accommodate those shorter trips where people could walk or bike.  In the vision, the benefit 
that can occur is if there is anywhere from 4% to 13% of the land use and zone it to accommodate mixed 
use development or transit oriented development, the impact in the four county region would be 18% less 
traffic congestion due to the increased walk ability.  Transit rider ship would increase by 12% and be more 
easily accessible.  Of greatest importance is that 23 fewer square miles of land would be consumed by 
development, thereby preserving more open space. These results occur because 13% of the growth would 
happen in these areas that have been zoned to allow for mixed use/transit oriented development – creating 
villages which include mixed housing and commercial opportunities.  It also happens because 11% of the 
housing and 20% of the jobs are going to be created in areas that are walk-able and have the ability to walk 
to high capacity transit, such as light or commuter rail. He allowed that the City of Taylorsville is not just 
individual neighborhoods but part of something much bigger and would like to see the mixed use 
development zoning at 7%.   Mr. Matthews went over ten implementation strategies as follows: 

 
1. Develop a local land use strategy. 
2. Provide incentives for contiguous growth and infill. 
3. Preserve future transportation and utility corridors. 
4. Create walk-able commercial and mixed use districts. 
5. Plan for transit-oriented development. 
6. Plan and build neighborhood friendly schools. 
7. Plan for work force housing. 
8. Interconnect roadways and pedestrian paths. 
9. Plan job centers and economic development. 
10. Minimize development and maximize critical land conservation. 

 
He showed a montage at this point depicting differing designs and suggested that the long term future is 
fundamentally uncertain at this point in time, so no single long-range scenario is considered viable.  Each 

Planning Commission Minutes 
January 27, 2009 

2



jurisdiction is going to be the key to implementation of the overall vision and he challenged the Commission 
to look closely at land use in order to accommodate mixed use development.   

 
 Ellie Cosky from Salt Lake County Urban Planning 18:38:30.  She said that they are very excited about the 

Wasatch Choices 2040 and also the growth principles that everyone has been working upon diligently.  She 
advised she came to this meeting to talk about how Salt Lake County and in particular Mayor Corroon 
supports these initiatives and principles.  She also wanted to inform the Commission about a new program 
the County is working on called the Cooperative County Plan.  Under that premise, they feel the WFRC is an 
excellent resource and deal with several counties.  Taylorsville is also an excellent resource and there is a 
bit of a gap between the five county regions and the specific City of Taylorsville, therefore, they feel the 
County needs to step up to the plate and fill that void, to be a little bit more of a regional player.  They have 
been working with the directors from the 16 cities located within Salt Lake County for about eight months 
and the Cooperative County Plan was developed through those efforts and by Mayor Corroon.  The focus is 
to have each city commit to specifics that they want to develop.  The program is focusing on having each 
city develop their own personality, their issues, their own highlighted great attributes but also to have more 
of a regional focus to work on such things as the pilot program which is dealing with pedestrian and bike 
routes.    

 
 2.2  DISCUSSION:   
 

 Commissioner Murray 18:41:00 asked for some local examples from the presenters and Mr. Matthews 
gave several, one being the Fireclay project mixed use development in Murray and another the main street 
development plan in Centerville.  He also touched on local transit oriented development and re-use 
opportunities wherein strip malls can be converted.   

 Commissioner Fazzini commented that he agreed with removing some of the industrial but felt realistically 
that the goal of 7% mixed use/transit oriented zoning would probably not work in Taylorsville.  Mr. Matthews 
agreed that the percentage may be projected a little high but asked the Commission to at least open 
discussion on that.   

 Mr. McGrath advised that currently the percentage in Taylorsville runs between 1% and 2% in that area but 
that there will be opportunities to improve that in the next 10 years especially with the proposed inclusion of 
mass transit along 4700 South and terminating at the Salt Lake Community College campus.  He also 
advised that the Fore Lakes Golf Course is on the market for sale, which is a significant size prime property 
with close ties to mass transit.  There is also some vacant property available in Sorensen Research Park.  
Mr. McGrath thanked Mr. Beck, Mr. Matthews and Ms. Cosky for their presentations and advised the 
Commission that the objective tonight was to introduce them to the Wasatch Front Choices program and 
that there would be a follow-up presentation in the near future.      

   
          
   
  3.1  Mr. McGrath presented this item, saying that this is a staff initiated project wherein changes will be 
proposed to two specific chapters in the General Plan – Transportation and Housing.  Draft proposals will be brought 
before the Commission within the next few months.  The next chapter for update consideration is Land Use, 
especially with regard to mixed use and mass transit.     

 3.   Discussion Regarding a General Plan Update.  (Mr. McGrath/Director of Community Development) 18:55:21

 
 
 
 
    

 4.   Discussion of the Unified Development Ordinance.  (Mr. McGrath/Director of Community Development)  
   18:59:58

     4.1  Mr. McGrath presented this item and advised that funding for the proposed update of the Unified 
Development Ordinance was eliminated by the City due to budgetary constraints, however, that he would include it in 
the proposed upcoming budget year.   
     
OTHER BUSINESS:     
  
ADJOURNMENT:    By motion of Commissioner Fink the meeting was adjourned at 7:06p.m.   19:06:40
 
 
 
Signed – February 11, 2009_____________ 
Jean Gallegos, Admin Asst/Recorder for the         Approved in meeting held on February 10, 2009 
Planning Commission 
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