
City of Taylorsville 
Planning Commission Meeting 

Minutes 
Tuesday – May 26, 2009  

  6:00 P.M. 
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd – Council Chambers 

 
 
Attendance: 
 
Planning Commission                                                    Community Development Staff 
Scott Bolton, Vice Chair Mark McGrath, Community Development Director 
Ted Jensen Michael Meldrum, Principal Planner 
Nathan Murray Dan Udall/City Planner 
Dan Fazzini, Jr. Jean Gallegos/Admin Assistant/Recorder 
   Excused:  Kristie Overson, Stacey Staley 
                     Bruce Holman, Garl Fink 
 
PUBLIC:    None.   
 
18:03:16   
WELCOME:  Commissioner Bolton  opened the meeting at 6:00 p.m.    
  

WORK SESSION MEETING 
  
 
 
 

 1.   Presentation on Bus Rapid Transit.  (Mark McGrath/Community Development Director)     

 1.1  Mr. McGrath 18:04:08 made his presentation on the proposed Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) system being 
planned for Taylorsville and also on the field trip he attended in the Portland, Oregon area on that subject.   
 

 He talked about transportation issues in other cities and other countries.  What is being proposed for 
Taylorsville is a mixture of traditional bus service being combined with a light rail type service which will 
operate on exclusive lanes with fewer stations in between.  The present proposal is centered around the Salt 
Lake Community College campus and along 4700 South to the 5300 South TRAX station.  Also being 
looked at are proposals for spurs coming off of 4100 South and perhaps one along Atherton Drive. No 
decisions have been made on any of the proposals to date.  Installing a BRT system in Taylorsville would 
increase connectivity to the valley-wide transit system, increase the opportunity for economic development, 
improve overall mobility in the study area, enhance current transit service to provide speed, frequency and 
reliability of service, improve multi-modal transportation options, allow connections to promote a more 
sustainable transportation system and provide positive land use changes.  One major unresolved concern is 
getting across Redwood Road to access the Salt Lake Community College campus.   

 
 He covered the top 10 things felt important to keep the project alive: 

 
1. Ongoing leadership 
2. Track progress 
3. Keep thinking 
4. Find the money 
5. Keep elected official’s attention 
6. Ongoing information 
7. Position for funding 
8. Leverage the study 
9. Celebrate 
10. Persevere  
 

 He provided the following information for Taylorsville to focus on: 
 

1. Make the BRT the model for future transit investments in the Salt Lake Region. 
2. Place a significant emphasis on the quality of stations (quality design/materials/art work, 

Taylorsville image/heritage. 
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3. Be prepared for Transit Oriented Development (TOD) possibilities (TOD ordinance, design, 
densities, users). 

4. Identify potential TOD areas such as Four Lakes, Salt Lake Community College, the Sorensen 
vicinity property. 

5. Model an economic development plan around transit. 
6. Make the community as a whole more pedestrian and transit friendly. 
7. Ensure transit improvements work in harmony with the automotive system. 
8. Don’t stop here! – continue seeking future transit improvements.  
  

 Mr. McGrath outlined what he had noted while on the field trip to the Oregon area, saying that the BRT in 
Eugene, Oregon is very successful and pedestrian-friendly.  They have created a very pleasant and inviting 
atmosphere with their use of landscaping, substantial buffering between the extremely wide sidewalks and 
the street and low profile entrances onto the trains for very easy access wherein passengers can step 
straight from the platform onto the train without stepping up or down.  He showed several slides taken in 
that area which depict the street car system being a central focal point in those cities.  Also that most new 
construction is pedestrian-oriented with the buildings moved to the street and parking accommodated in the 
rear.   18:52:27 

   
 1.2  DISCUSSION:   18:52:39 Commissioner Murray was curious as to why it was not being considered to go  
down 5300 South and connect some of the important pieces of property together rather than just from the college to 
the TRAX station.  Mr. McGrath said that is a good question and he felt that option should be positively supported for 
inclusion.  There is the belief that these two lines may cannibalize each other, making neither one having the rider-
ship to make them work.  At this time, West Valley has so much going on for the area to the west and he felt that 
getting to points further west does have merit.  The one thing driving this project more than any other single feature 
was the Community College and the 18,000 students and 3,000 faculty and other workers.  He felt this is just such a 
major transportation node in this part of the valley.  Commissioner Fazzini added that bus rapid transit is the way to 
go.  Although he expressed concern as to where adequate parking could be located to accommodate it especially 
through the Murray area.   Commissioner Murray added that given all the energy and attention and funding going 
into improving Redwood Road, it would be nice to strengthen that corridor and reduce some of the car lanes by 
putting  this in the mix and strengthen that spine.  Seems like there is a lot of synergy there that is not being taken 
advantage of.  Mr. McGrath added that the City very much wants to extend this service further west.  The problem is 
how that can be accomplished.   The problem the committee had was where to start and the areas that rose to the 
top were Sorensen Research Park (employment base) site and the Salt Lake Community College Campus (number 
of people that go there).  18:57:04 The Community College is interested in expanding but they are to the point where 
they can’t because of the limited parking.  If they could find a way to not have to dedicate so much of the campus to 
parking lots, they will be able to intensify the campus and make it even more transit-friendly.  Commissioner Murray 
wondered if they have thought about parking structures and Mr. McGrath said that was a very viable suggestion.  
Commissioner Bolton commented on the reference in Murray where the Fun Dome was previously located, which 
would be impacted by a route coming down through Atherton Drive.  Mr. McGrath advised he would keep the 
Commissioners up-to-date on the progress of this project.      
 
    
 
   

   

 2.   Presentation on the National American Planning Association Conference.  (Mark McGrath, Community 
Development Director).    19:10:30

    Mr. McGrath presented this item saying the conference was held Apr 25-29 Apr 09 in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  
He showed numerous pictures and commented on each.  He advised that one problem they have in that area is that 
they have very severe winters which has created the use of mainly covered pedestrian walkways, which takes away 
from the street life, however, those who use it really like them because it shields them from the extremely cold 
weather.  He showed unique examples for that area, one of which was the Burlington Northern Stone Arch Bridge.  
That bridge was converted from a rail line into pedestrian/bicycle lanes and segregated pedestrian and bike way trails 
along the river walk. 19:21:37.  Mr. McGrath also discussed the mobile work shops he attended.  One was Urbanizing 
Automotive Uses which dealt with land use transition.  Another was the Firestone Building, Steve’s Tire and Auto, a 
Wendy’s and an Arby’s – all of which had built the buildings to the street and concealed the parked in the area.       
19:33:55  Another workshop he discussed was a suburban mixed use development called Centennial Lakes Park, 
which was designed in the mid 1980’s.  The look was horizontal rather than two stories high and housed many 
differing types of uses therein.  One of the nicer features was a large recreational feature in the middle of the project.  
Another project he discussed was the City of Maple Grove which involves having their City Hall surrounded by a 
mixed development.  Mr. McGrath added that he benefited greatly from the entire experience of the conference and 
felt it was very informative and provided useful ideas.   19:41:57     
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 3.    Presentation on Affordable Housing Plan.  (Michael Meldrum/Principal Planner)  19:48:44   

     3.1  Mr. Meldrum presented this item.   
 The housing component for the City of Taylorsville consists of a well-balanced mix of single family, 

multiple family and manufactured housing types.  The City of Taylorsville has seen limited growth since 
its incorporation in 1996.  This is due to the fact that the majority of the land area that was incorporated 
as the City of Taylorsville was already built on.  There is approximately 5% of the land area within the 
City limits that can still be developed, although not all of it lies within property either zoned or planned for 
residential development.  The City Council and General Land Use Plan set out to provide a balanced 
housing market that includes entry-level homes, apartments, condominiums, move-up and retirement 
home purchase or rental opportunities.   

 The City of Taylorsville has maintained a comprehensive housing plan since incorporating in 1996.  The 
vision and goals of elected and appointed officials is to provide a complete, balanced community, which 
provides all levels of housing required by families that wish to live within City boundaries.  The 
employment base and educational opportunities enable a full pallet of prospects for a well-rounded 
lifestyle within the City.  After a thorough study of the existing housing market, it is evident that the 
objectives set forth in the City’s General Land Use Plan and by the City Council are being realized. 

 The City of Taylorsville is the most densely populated incorporated municipality of the State of Utah, with 
a density of 5,376 persons per square mile.  This density is nearly 1,000 persons per square mile more 
than the next most densely populated municipality in the State of Utah.   

 The City of Taylorsville has a wide range of housing types and opportunities available to those choosing 
to reside within our community.  The most recent trend observed in Taylorsville is to provide senior 
housing for an aging population, which has been well received by the Planning Commission, City 
Council and City residents alike.  19:56:13   

 Mr. Meldrum closed his presentation by saying that this is the first opportunity to discuss the contents of 
the proposed Plan and that it will be brought back at a future date for further review by the Commission.  
Commissioners were furnished copies of the plan in order for them to conduct their review.   

   
DISCUSSION OF CITY COUNCIL MEETING – Commissioner Staley attended the last City Council meeting, 
however, was not present this evening for her report.   
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   Mr. McGrath 20:00:31 said that over the course of the last several months, changes to the 
Policies and By-laws of the Planning Commission have been suggested.  Staff prepared those changes for the City 
Council to review, which they postponed making a decision on until their June 10th work session.  The biggest 
changes were extending terms from 3 to 4 years, establishing an unlimited amount of terms, amending the districts to 
correspond with those of the City Council, and adding the appropriate amount of stipends being paid to the 
Commissioners.  That change was approved by the City Council previously, however, was never included in the 
Planning Commission Policies and By-laws.  Commissioner Fazzini questioned the legality of changing Planning 
Commission districts to coincide with those of the City Council’s under the State Code and Mr. McGrath explained 
the difference to him saying that in State Code, Planning Commissions are addressed under the State enabling 
legislation (LUDMA) section of the code.  There is very little direction given for Planning Commissions.  It simply 
requires that Cities that have planning programs are required to have Planning Commissions make recommendations 
to the City Council on zoning ordinance amendments, re-zonings, etc., and then there are other things in the Code 
which state things that the Planning Commission can do if delegated by the legislative body such as conditional use 
permits, subdivision recommendations, etc.    20:03:52     
 
ADJOURNMENT:    By motion of Commissioner Fazzini, the meeting was adjourned at 8:05 p.m.      
 
 
 
 ___________________________________                                            
Jean Gallegos, Admin Asst/Recorder for the                                               
Planning Commission 
 
Approved in meeting held on June 9, 2009. 
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