
 
City of Taylorsville 

Planning Commission Meeting 
Minutes 

Tuesday – September 22, 2009 – 6:00 P.M. 
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd – Council Chambers 

 
Attendance: 
 
Planning Commission                                                     Community Development Staff 
Scott Bolton - Chair Mark McGrath – Director – Community Development 
Ted Jensen   Michael Meldrum – Principal Planner 
Garl Fink               Jean Gallegos – Admin Asst/Recorder 
Dan Fazzini, Jr.      Excused:  Dan Udall – City Planner 
   Excused:  Kristie Overson, Nathan Murray 
       
PUBLIC:  Dama Barbour   
 
 18:05:57
WELCOME:  Commissioner Bolton welcomed those present, explained the process to be followed this evening and 
opened the meeting at 6:05 p.m.     

WORK SESSION 
 

 
 
 

1. Discussion of City Center Small Area Master Plan.   (Mark McGrath – Director of Community Development)  

 
Mr. McGrath gave background information on what has transpired with regard to the Small Area City Center 
Master Plan to the present.   

 
1. He showed a plan of what the site looked like in 1998 when the City initially purchased it.  The 

property was originally just under 20 acres and a sliver of that land was lost when 5400 South was 
widened.  There were a couple of homes on the property at that time and some accessory buildings.  
The remainder of the property was farmed.  The first thing the City did was build the Salt Lake 
County Fire Station.  Most of the older structures have been razed with the exception of one of the 
large accessory buildings.  The City bought the property with the intent of building the City Hall here.  
Landmark Design was initially hired to give preliminary ideas of what could be done with the site, 
along with some initial spatial analysis. This is the original concept proposed by Landmark. That plan 
is very similar to where the present one is.  One interesting concept they proposed was an existing 
artesian well closer to the intersection of 2700 West and 5400 South.  They were proposing to take 
advantage of that by way of a water feature which created a promenade from the intersection to City 
Hall.  The final plan which was originally indorsed by the City Council, eliminated that promenade.  
The consultants were excited about their proposal, although there were some flaws, i.e., the plaza 
which would separate the parking for the buildings.  It was also flawed from the perspective that 
there is not enough parking for the amount of building footage proposed.  This was not part of the 
City’s General Plan but was meant to be the City strategy for the City property.    

 
2.   In 2002, staff started planning for construction of the City Hall, at which time the architects came up 

with a conceptual site plan, showing the placement of City Hall, Taylorsville Blvd and Centennial 
Way.  Then they followed the plan created by Landmark Design with the placement of the buildings 
out towards the street with parking on the interior of the blocks, along with a new road which would 
connect Bent Nail Drive to 5400 South.  It was originally planned to have a traffic semaphore on 
5400 South at that street.  

  
3.   He then explained what has already been built as part of Phase 1, with the City Hall, retention area 

to the west and the fire station.  Taylorsville Boulevard was built at this point and Centennial Way 
was built from 5400 South to the City Hall structure.  As part of the conditional use permit for the City 
Hall, the Planning Commission required the City to develop a Small Area Master Plan to guide future 
development on the site to insure it was compatible with City Hall and the vision for the site.  
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4. The master plan should support excellence and economic sustainability – the site being a community 
gathering place – strong architectural emphasis – strong site design emphases – a carefully blended 
mix of land uses – strong pedestrian orientation – physical integration, etc. 18:06:40   

     
 Mr. McGrath continued on to present what staff is willing to do with respect to this plan, i.e., Community 

Development and Economic Development are planning to have a joint planning session to talk specifically 
about this particular site and issues to determine potential for the site.  They are proposing to hold 
charettes in order to obtain public input with regard to what is happening on this property.  The City wants 
to get something moving with regard to this parcel without rushing into a decision.   

 
 Commissioners asked questions about the proposed off-ramp from I-215 and Mr. McGrath said it is still 

being planned but due to the economic situation, no date has been proposed for completion yet.  
Commissioners also stressed that they were concerned with the long term effects and to discourage the 
strip mall type development around City Hall and would take as long as necessary to get a really nice 
project here.   

 
 Mr. McGrath said he would work within the framework at the City and see what can be done.  He said he 

would like to have the City form a committee to work on this. That the entire Planning Commission doesn’t 
have to be there, just a couple of good representatives from it.  There would be a presentation by Staff 
showing market analysis, some of the constraints of the site, traffic analysis, surrounding land uses, etc. 
and then just have a very concentrated discussion for two or three hours involved sketches and brain 
storming.  He proposed that the Staff would put together a proposed plan based on that discussion and 
take it through the approval process.   18:56:16  

 
 
 
 

2.  Discussion of the Proposed Joint Planning Commission/City Council Meeting.    

     18:56:54   Mr. McGrath advised that he is still working on possible dates, locations, and topics for discussion.  
Some possible topics would be Planning Commission accomplishments, possible ordinance amendments, code 
enforcement, General Plan update, budget availability for training, etc., better communication between the City 
Council and the Planning Commission, planning status of the City Center, the Unified Development Code, Planning 
Commission deadlines and the long term vision for the City.  Staff will put together a proposal in October and bring 
this back.   
  
CITY COUNCIL MEETING DISCUSSION:  Mr. McGrath attended the last City Council meeting and advised the 
Good Landlord Program and new Licensing Fees were discussed.   19:19:52
 
OTHER BUSINESS:   None.    
 
ADJOURNMENT:   By motion of Commissioner Fink, the meeting was adjourned at 7:23 hours.                  
 
Respectfully submitted by: 
 
 
 ___________________________________ 
Jean Gallegos, Admin Asst/Recorder for the 
Planning Commission 
 
Approved in meeting held on December 8, 2009.     
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