
TAYLORSVILLE CITY COUNCIL
WORKSESSION AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY

MEETING DATE 12 October 2011

AGENDA ITEM

Strategy discussion regarding streetscape weeds debris snow removal and

sidewalk maintenance

PRESENTER Participative Discussion Mayor Wall John Inch Morgan Eric

Behunin

ISSUE SUMMARY

Current City Ordinances place the responsibility for maintaining the public right ofway
which includes sidewalks fence lines and parking strips with the adjacent property
owners While some property owners and property owner groups comply with these

ordinances others do not Of particular concern are the back fence line public right of

ways along many ofthe roadways The back fence lines along 5400 South from 1900 W

to3600 W and Redwood Road from 4200 S to 5400 S for example has as many as eight
interior homes adjacent to the CitylUDOT installed fence Maintenance ofthe public
right of way is difficult for property owners with limited access to the right ofway and

the need for several property owners to haul equipment several blocks in order to

maintain the properties

Historically the City s position has been to send courtesy letters toproperty owners

reminding them oftheir responsibilities At times the letters have stated that the City
would cut the weeds this time but the responsibility from this point on was that ofthe

property owners

With the installation ofthe walls on 5400 S the City has taken on the responsibility tocut

weeds and clear snow along this and other major roadways As youwill remember

funding was allocated three years ago for maintenance staff to assist in this effort In

addition we have been utilizing Community Service Workers to remove weeds debris

remove snow and ice from these public rights ofway however the requests for

abatement and assistance from citizens and city officials is increasing beyond our existing
capacity

The City s investment in streetscapes is significant and the investment should be

protected with proper maintenance Lack ofproper maintenance may result in liability for

the City



An additional issue is the responsibility for the maintenance of sidewalks including trip
hazard removal and sidewalk replacement In recent years the City expends between
70 000 and 120 000 ayear on trip hazard removal The cost ofthis service is paid for

through the general fund
The city has also utilized the 50 50 Sidewalk Replacement Program where the city will

partner with residents to replace sidewalks that can not be repaired through trip hazard

cutting or grinding If however aresident can not afford topay the 50 percent costofthe
sidewalk replacement the sidewalk either does not get replaced or the replacement falls
back to the City if the deterioration is significant and presents serious hazards

Issues for discussion

1 What strategy should the City deploy in the maintenance ofpublic right ofway
a Regulate through Code Enforcement with the property owner being the

responsible party
b City maintenance through contract or staff

2 The City has made strides consistent with the General and Strategic plans to

improve and beautify streetscapes and ROW investments Creating an inventory
ofthe City s investment may be ofbenefit to the City along with the creation ofa
maintenance plan

3 The City s Sidewalk Maintenance programs needs tobe reviewed and possibly
modified to achieve the overall goals ofsafety liability reduction and fairness
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Topic Management ofCity Owned Trees

Discussion Point Current ordinance regarding city owned trees

Chapter 14 44

SHADE TREES

14 44 010 CARE OF TREES

In all cases the abutting property ownerwho receives the beneficial use of and benefit from

trees is to care for and water the same Failure to care for trees may constitute a nuisance Ord

96 17 6 19 1996

14 44 020 PLANTING LINE

The line on which the trees are to be centered within a city highway right ofway shall be

determined by the highway division Ord 96 17 6 19 1996 I
i

14 44 030 CONDEMNATION AND REMOVAL OF TREES

The department upon giving proper notice to abutting property owner shall have the authority
to condemn and remove or order the removal by the abutting property owner of any tree tree

stump shrub or vine upon any city roads avenues or ways where the tree tree stump shrub or

vine is dead diseased or for any other reason undesirable The department shall have authority
to trim or prune any road tree or remove any tree that is in violation ofany city ordinance

without serving notice upon the abutting property owner Ord 96 17 6 19 1996

Discussion Point Do we know what trees the city is responsible for maintaining

City Buildings
City Parks

City Streets

Discussion Point Do we consider the citys trees assets or liabilities

Asset Management
Tree Inventory
Valuation ofTrees

Discussion Point Assets or Liabilities Are your city s trees putting you at risk

Falling branch kills babyat the Central Park Zoo critically injures another



New York City is lacing 50 million lawsuit Is yourcity next

http www nytimes com 2010 06 27 nyregion 27zoo html

httpwww ny1 com con te nt to p stories 12115 2 cent ra I pa rk tree branch fa Ils k i II s ba by

http www dnainfo com 20 1 00628 cent ra I pa rk I a wsu it fi I ed 0n beh a If of fa m i Iy of februa rys centra I pa rk tree

victim

http wwwdnainfo com 201 00702 centra I pa rk father of ba by ki lied by centra I pa rk tree b ranch fil e Ia wsu it

Every municipality has trees planted on community property and these trees need to be

managed This proves difficult when budgets are stretched thin and staff is stretched even

thinner Liable trees often go largely unnoticed until disaster occurs or a citizen requests service

Unfortunately in this litigious society if disaster occurs the cost ofdefending a lawsuit as well as the

cost of a settlement can be significant

Discussion Point How can HMS help your city

By taking advantage of Horticultural Management System HMS your city can take the first step
toward the proactive management ofyour urban forest through our proprietary software HORTUS

CommunityTM HMS will help you

Inventory and map all city trees

Identify and monitor high risk trees

Develop short and long term maintenance plans
Create annual maintenance budgets
Create long term sustainability plans
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We would like to meet with you at your earliest convenience to discuss ways your urban forest can be

managed as a public asset rather than as a liability Please call our office at 801 739 7645 or visit the

following link httptreeworth com Citv Info Form htm to schedule an appointment

We look forward to meeting with you

Discussion Point What is the cost to implement such a proRram

Estimates are considered on a per asset basis Estimated cost for 250 trees would be 1857 00 This

would include GPS mapping inventory with identification and health assessment maintenance costs

web hosting etc
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