
 

Ahh – To Grow A Garden – So Get Up and Get Growing –Taylorsville City - Tree Of The Month Article – June  2010  -  
Paw Friendly Gardening and Landscaping - For reference Taylorsville City is USDA Hardiness zone 7A.  Perhaps the best 
part of gardening is to share your garden, with your friends, family, and animals.  My dogs love my yard, just ask them! Part of 
the list of plants poisious to pets was taken from the American Society for the Prevention of Crulety to Animal (ASPCA) web 
page, and part was taken from the California Posion Control Center (CPCC) web page.  For picutes of toxic plants refer to the 
ASPCA web page www.aspca.org/pet-care/poison-control/plants/ to see if you have a problem.  For a complete list of the CPCC 
list of toxic plats their web page is www.plantssocietees.ucdavis/cc/poisplants/toxic.  What Plants Are Toxic To Pets? - Go to: 
http://www.petplace.com/keep-your-pets-safe-while-maintaining-your-lawn-and-garden.  Tips For Planting A Pet Safe Garden - 
Go to: http://www.petplace.com/how-to-plant-a-dog-safe-garden.  Lawn And Garden Hazards - What You Should Know - Go to: 
http://www.petplace.com/lawn-garden-hazards-in-dogs.  We hope this article will help you to plant a pet safe garden and to keep 
your kids, cat, or dog safe from toxins. 

1. A dog house is important to give your dog shelter from the elements, if your dog spends very much time outside.  You 
can buy one ready made or build your own out of wood.  You'll want the dog house to be large enough for your dog to make a 
complete turn while inside, but not so large that it isn't cozy when the temperature drops.  The floor of the dog house should be 
lined with washable bedding to keep your dog warm and comfortable when the temperature drops.  If you have problems getting 
your dog to use his dog house, try feeding him a few times in his dog house and he'll adapt quickly.  
 
2. A secure fence is important to give your dog(s) and to keep him safe in your yard.  A well designed fence should 
contain him.  Dogs tend to be escape artists and are prone to vacate the yard at the first sign of something that catches their eye.  
Your fence should be tall enough so your dog is unable to jump over it.  If you have a large, athletic dog, you may want to 
consider a six foot fence to ensure he's unable to clear it and escape from your yard.  A privacy fence is ideal since this makes it 
difficult for your dog to see things on the other side of the fence to bark at.  It's important to use wire mesh to cover any gaps in 
the fence.  Be sure to avoid placing any objects next to the fence your dog could climb on to escape. 

3. Don’t use your backyard to store chemicals, pesticides, or herbicides.  These should be removed before allowing your 
child or dog access to your yard.  Dogs are inherently curious and will attempt to sample almost anything.  Fertilizers can be a 
problem to pets, particularly when applied to lawns that pets walk on.  Nitrogen, so essential for green, leafy growth, can burn 
your pet’s foot pads.  Dogs are strongly attracted to gardens fertilized with bone meal, blood meal, or fish emulsion.  For best 
results and least effect on pets and children, apply toxic pesticides and fertilizers when the wind is calm.  Don't let kids and pets 
on treated lawns for 24-hours.  Ant bait, slug bait, rodent bait, insecticide sprays are all potentially deadly to pets who are 
attracted to the toxins due to the smell.  You can limit weeds with heavy mulches, layers of newspapers or black plastic.  All-
natural fertilizers and organic weed killers are available at many nurseries.  Antifreeze is a common poison with a sweet taste 
that pets will consume readily.  A little more than 3 tablespoons could be lethal for a 22 pound dog.  Most types of mulch are 
safe.  However, cocoa bean and coconut are both toxic to pets, when ingested dogs can show severe signs of chocolate toxicity.  
If you have dogs, especially one that likes to eat things, consider other types of safer mulch.  Coffee grounds if eaten, in a 
sufficient quantity, are also toxic to cats and dogs.  And don’t forget about dessert chocolate as well as prescription drugs both 
are toxic substance to pets. 

 
4. Consider adding a small pond or a small wading pool so that your dog has constant access to water.  A dog in a locked 
kennel or yard without adequate water does not take long to develop dehydration or heat stress.  Death can soon follow to your 
dear companion.  I know all too well for it happened to my dear friend Silver.  My mother put Silver, a German Shepherd mix, in 
a locked kennel, the water pan was dry, he died.  Give your pet plenty of fresh water, and leave the water in a shady area. 
 
5. Clear your yard of feces regularly.  Don't allow your dog's feces to accumulate for long periods of time.  This is a 
requirement of both Taylorsville City, and Salt Lake County Health Codes, if you don’t your in violation of the health codes.   
 
6. Consider training your pooch.  Teach your pet to come when he's called, and call him to you before he flattens the green 
beans or digs up the carrots.  Better still give him a space of his own to dig in so that he can help without doing any damage.  The 
things that make a garden most successful are the very things that attract Rover's attention: soft earth, wonderful for digging; 

 



 
organic fertilizer, wonderful for rolling in; and compost heaps, full of lovely rotting veggies which are fun to roll in.  You can 
keep most dogs out of the vegetable garden with a simple wire mesh fence strung on steel posts.  No, you don't train the garden.  
Train your dog to behave himself in the garden!  

Consider Your Plants too.  It's also important to check your yard for plants that could potentially be poisonous to your dogs, cats 
or kids and remove them.  Otherwise, your gorgeous greenery may pose serious health risks for your pup and fluffy.  The plants 
that are underlined are very toxic.  The plants that are in italic cause breathing and swallowing problems.  The following is a 
listing of plants to be aware of to keep your pets safe.  What’s a garden without a cat or dog your purring and barking buddies! 

Bulbs: Autumn Crocus, Calla Lily, Caladium, Cyclaman, Daffodil, Day Lilies, Elephant Ears, Gladiolas, Gopher Purge, 
Hyacinth, Iris, Jonquils, Meadow Saffron, Narcissus, Snakehead, Squills, Star-of-Bethlehem, Snowdrops, and Tulip.  (Daffodil 
bulbs are playthings that may end up as snacks, particularly if they are fertilized with bone meal). 

Ferns: Asparagus Fern, Australian Nut, Emerald Feather, Emerald Fern, Lace Fern, and Plumosa Fern.  
 
Flowering Annual Plants: Begonia, Caster Bean, Chrysanthemums, Chinese Lantern, Cyclamen, Geraniums, Hydrangea, 
Lantana, and Marigolds. 
 
Garden Perennials: Baby’s Breath, Belladonna, Bayonet, Black-Eyed-Susan, Black Henbane, Bleeding Heart, Bloodroot, 
Bluebonnet, Buttercup, Christmas Rose, Cornflower, Daphne,  Death Camas Grass,  Delphinium, Flax, Four-O-Clock, Foxglove, 
Heather, Helitrope (wild lavender), Hellebore, Henbane, Garlic, Iceland Poppy, Jack-in-the Pulpit, Larkspur, Laurel, Lenten 
Rose, Lily-of-the-Valley, Lobelia, Lupine, Marijuana, Monkshood, Morning Glory (seeds), Myoporan, Nightshades, Onion, 
Pampas Grass, Peony, Poison Hemlock, Poppy, Prime Rose, Rosemary, Scoots Broom, Sweet Pea, Tansy,  and Water Hemlock. 
 
Ground Covers: Bear Grass, Branching Ivy, English Ivy, Glacier Ivy, Periwinkle, and Snow-on-the Mountain.  
 
House Plants: Amaryllis, Asparagus Fern, Bird-of-Paradise, Cardinal Flower, Cineria, Chinese Evergreen, Climbing Lily, 
Coriaria, Cordatum, Corn Plant, Cyclamen, Cut Leaf Philodendron, Dieffenbachia, Devil's Ivy, Dracaena, Dumb Cane, Easter 
Lilly, Flamingo Plant, Fiddle-Leaf Fig, Fiddle Leaf Philodendron, Fruit Salad Plant, Geranium, Golden Pathos, Jungle Trumpet 
Vine, Kalanchoe, Lantana, Love-Lies-Bleeding, Marble Queen, Marijuana, Mistletoe, Mauna Loa Peace Lily, Mother-in-Laws-
Tongue, Nephthytis, Peace Lily, Pregnant Onion, Poinsettia, Oleander, Red-Margined Dracaena, Rubber Plants, Schefflera, 
String-of-Pearls, Striped Dracaena, Tassel Flower, Tobacco Plant, Taro Vine, and Philodendron. 
 
Lilies: Asian Lilies, Checkered Lily, Easter Lilies, Glory Lily, Japanese Show Lily, Oriental Lilies, Peace Lily, Red Lily, Spider 
Lily, Stargazer Lily, Tiger Lily, and Wood Lily.  
 
Shrubs: Azaleas, Baneberry, Boxwood, Bushman’s Poison (is highly toxic), Burning Bush, Christmas Berry, Chokecherry, 
Chinaberry, Cycads, Daphne, Elderberry, Euonymus, Heavenly Bamboo, Honey Bush, Holly, Hydrangeas, Indian Current, 
Jerusalem Cherry (is highly toxic to cats, dogs, and birds), Mock Orange, Mountain Laurel, Privet (common), Precatory 
Bean, Rhododendron, Snowberry, St. Johnswort, Wintersweat, and  Yucca.  
 
Succulents:  Agave, Aloe Vera, Cactus (the needles can be deadly to pets if they get entangled in them), and the Century Plant. 
 
Trees: Almonds, Avocado, Balsam Fir, Buddhist Pine, Beech, Birch, Black Locust, Buckeye, Chinaberry Tree, Dutchman's 
Breeches, Eucalyptus, Heavenly Bamboo, Hemlock, Holly, Horse Chestnut, Japanese Yew, Jerusalem Cherry, Lacy Tree, 
Macadamia Nut, Madagascar Dragon Tree, Mt. Mahogany, English Yew (seeds), and Japanese Yew (seeds). 
 
Vines: Boston Ivy, Branching Ivy, Clematis, Crown-of-Thorns, English Ivy, European Bittersweet, Honeysuckle, Glacier Ivy, 
Hahn's  Branching English Ivy, Carolina Jessamine, Jessamine, Night-Blooming-Jasmine, Periwinkle, Myrtle, Needlepoint Ivy, 
Taro Vine, Vinca, Virginia Creeper, and Wisteria.   
 
Frightening fruits: The seeds or pits in Apples, Apricots, Almond, Crab Apples, Plums, Cherries and Peaches, contain cyanide, 

  



 

that can cause seizures and of course Avocado (fruit and pits).  Aavocado does all kinds of weird things to a number of different 
animals.  Ingesting it causes death to the mammary tissues in goats and heart damage in cattle, mice, rabbit, fish and birds.  Birds 
that ingest even a small amount of avocado should be treated immediately to prevent possible death.  Cats and dogs may show 
signs of intestinal distress and should be watched closely for heart related symptoms.  All fruit trees seeds and pits are 
considered a dose response toxin, the greater the dose the greater the level of toxicity. 

Fruits Animals Should Fear:  Grapes (including raisins) have been known to cause kidney damage and even complete kidney 
failure in dogs within 24 hours of ingestion.  Their effect on cats and other animals are unknown.  Rhubarb (leaves), causes oral 
irritation and intestinal and kidney damage in dogs and cats.  Rhubarb, leaves are also toxic to pigs and goats. 

Vegetable-patch pitfalls: Onions, chives, and garlic, which pets find quite tasty, contain compounds that can cause anemia,   
and allergic reactions in livestock, dogs, and especially in cats.  Severe poisoning can be fatal.  Potatoes (leaves, flowers, and 
immature fruits), the entire potato plant contains a toxic substance called glycol-alkaloids, but the skin, eyes and sprouts 
generally develop the most toxic levels.  Green colored potatoes skins and sprouts being composted should be buried and kept 
away from all domestic pets, livestock and wild animals.  Radishes (leaves and seeds) can cause the break down of red-blood 
cells and weight loss.  Tomatoes (leaves, flowers, and immature fruits) is a members of the nightshade family can cause serious 
heart, nervous system and intestinal problems in cats and dogs, especially the immature fruit, which becomes less toxic as it 
ripens.  Eggplant is another member of the deadly nightshade family you need to be aware of.    

Potentially Harmful Herbs.  Chives have been known to be toxic to horses when leaves are ingested during growth in early 
spring.  Horseradish, under normal circumstances, does not pose a threat to most animals.  When ground up for use as a 
condiment, however, it may cause irritation to their mucous membranes.  

Troublesome weeds can get into home gardens in manure that is not completely composted, so be aware of the possibility when 
using the real thing from stables or farms.  Birds can also donate seeds of poisonous or pesky plants.  Some grass with seeds that 
are really bad for dogs are foxtail grass and switch grass.  Horse-nettle is another plant that can cause problems, and is deep-
rooted, so is difficult to eradicate, with fine, closely-spaced, needle-like thorns on stems and leaves.  Brushing through horse-
nettle is extremely irritating to bare skin; the thorns can break off and stab through clothing or pet fur.  Other weeds to be wary of 
are: Alfalfa, Burs, Horse Beans, Horse Brush, Boraginacea, Jimson Weed, Locoweed, Mescal Bean, Poison Ivy, Poison Oak, 
Purge, Pokeweed, Skunk Cabbage, Stagger Weed, and Thistle.  The nightshade or potato family includes Datura (Jimson weed), 
Mandragora (mandrake), belladonna (deadly nightshade), Capsicum (paprika, chili pepper), Solanum (potato, tomato, aubergine 
or eggplant), Nicotiana (tobacco), and Petunia (petunia).  Nightshades have flowers that are purplish or white.   

Catnip: Appetizer or Dessert? A cat's garden would not be a garden without catnip.  If you decide to use transplants, you might 
want to cover them with netting to give them time to grow and strengthen before turning kitty loose.  Like most plants, they will 
grow bushier and stronger if you pinch out the tips a couple of times a year.  Catnip is a member of the Mint family with a mint-
like scent, widely used in the past as a tea.  Other plants attractive to cats are Creeping Rosemary, and Alyssum.  

After gardening, ensure hedge clippings or uprooted plants are tidied up.  Bulbs, rhizomes, and the roots can be the most 
hazardous parts of some plants.  I saw my dogs eating rat bait and took them to my veterinarian, who made them vomit and put 
them on a vitamin K prescription.  The two pups survived.  However, my mother’s dog ate some slug bait in a friend’s yard.  Her 
dog died about 18-hours later.  I grew up on a farm our cat got sprayed with an insecticide and died.  I really have never heard of 
a dog eating fruit from fruit trees, grapes from grape vines, or vegetables from a vegetable garden and getting sick or dying.  
However, eating peach or apricots pits may cause another problem, getting stuck in their intestinal track.  Also, mushrooms in 
lawns can be deadly if eaten.  I heard of two people who’s dogs ate outside mushrooms one died the other was very sick.  
Sometimes we forget the simplest things! Put your pets inside when mowing the lawn.  A lawn mower can make a projectile out 
of a stick or rock that can injure your pet.  With a little planning you, your pets or children can enjoy a safe and beautiful garden.   

  


