
    
Taylorsville – Tree of the Month Article for June 2008 - The Eight Deadly Things That Kill Trees - You 
and your garden, are growing together.  When the world outside seems like a crazy place, your garden 
says, glowing with life and beauty says, nurture me, cherish me, let me grow, give me light and water and I 
will fill your life with the sights, sounds, tastes and aromas that will stimulate and nourish your soul!  

1.  The right tree for the right space.  A healthy garden begins with careful planning. With a little research and a 
simple layout, you can produce a landscape that will cool your home in summer and tame the winter winds. Your 
well-planned yard should contain trees that grow well in your area. Your trees should be properly placed to avoid 
collisions with power lines and buildings, and the aesthetics will increase your property value.   

2.  Do not top trees.  Never cut main branches back to stubs. Many people “top” trees because they grow into 
utility wires, interfere with views or sunlight, or simply grow too large. Unfortunately, the topping process is 
often self-defeating. Ugly, bushy, weakly attached limbs usually grow back higher than the original branches.  
Proper pruning can remove excessive growth without the problems topping creates.   Topping is the worst thing 
you can do to the health of a tree, it starves the tree by drastically reducing its food-making ability and makes the 
tree more susceptible to insects and disease. 

3. Always follow the ¼ / ⅓ rule of pruning.  No one likes a bad hair cut, neither do trees. Never remove more 
than ¼ of a tree's crown in a season.  Where possible, try to encourage side branches that form angles that are ⅓ 
off vertical at the 10:00 or 2:00 positions. For most species, the tree should have a single trunk. Deciduous 
(broadleaf) trees should never be pruned up (limbed up) from the bottom more than ⅓ of the tree's total height. 

4. Never girdle trees.  Girdling is any activity that injures the bark of a tree trunk and extends around much of the 
trunk's circumference. Such injuries are often caused by lawnmowers and weed trimmers, destroy the tree's most 
vital membranes.  The outside layers of bark conduct water and minerals from the roots to the leaves and return 
the food produced by the leaves to the rest of the tree. 

5. Pay attention to where the roots grow.  Roots need oxygen and can’t normally grow in the compacted 
oxygen-poor soil under paved streets. The framework of major roots usually lies less than 8 to 12 inches below 
the surface. Roots often grow outward to a diameter one to two times the height of the tree.  

6.  Check the cold hardiness zone of the trees that you are planning to plant.  The hardiness zone indicates 
the temperature extremes in which a tree can be expected to grow.  Taylorsville is in hardiness zone 7a. 

7.  A tree's best friend, is mulch which insulates soil, retains moisture, keeps out weeds, prevents soil 
compaction, reduces lawnmower damage, and adds an aesthetic touch to a yard or street.  The mulch area, should 
be from 3 to 10 feet in diameter, depending on tree size, should be composed of wood chips or bark pieces. 

8. A tree that is properly planted will grow twice as fast and live at least twice as long as one that is 
incorrectly planted.  Ideally, dig or till an area one foot deep and approximately 5 times the diameter of the root 
ball. The prepared soil will encourage root growth beyond the root ball and results in a healthier tree. In 
transplanting, be sure to keep soil around the roots. Always handle your tree by the ball, not by the trunk or 
branches. Don't let the root ball dry out. Help prevent root girdling by vertically cutting any roots that show 
tendencies to circle the root ball.  After placing the tree, pack soil firmly but not tightly around the root ball. 
Water the soil and place a protective 3-foot circle of mulch around the tree. 

Portions of this article are taken from the National Arbor Day Foundation Web page 


