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Ahh – To Grow A Garden – So Get Up and Get Growing –Taylorsville City - Tree Of The Month Article – April 2010  - 
Red/Purple Trees and Shrubs - For reference Taylorsville City is USDA Hardiness zone 7A.  Many landscape professionals 
believe that contrast in foliage creates intrest and brightens the landscape.  Try adding yellow/lime green, puprle/red, silve/blue 
green, or varigated trees and shrubs to your landscape.  Choosing to grow red, or black toned foliage plants in your garden, is a 
matter of taste but they do add interest and contrast.   
 
Leucotho, Curley Red, is densely-branched evergreen shrub that has thick, curly, leathery leaves that change their colors with 
the seasons. Its young shoots are a beautiful orange-red that mature to a striking rich bronze green, then move on to a deep red in 
the fall.  It has small white blooms, typical of the species.  Curly Red has proven itself to be a wonderful specimen for container 
or garden, as well as making a spectacular cover plant for shady banks.  This evergreen also finds itself at home mixed with 
green foliage shrubs and adapts well to topiary culture, containers, hedges, borders, and for foliage interest.  Curly Red prefers 
partial shade and moist, acidic, well-drained soil, but will do quite well in full sun as long as it is kept moist.  It is a very compact 
height only 18-inches, United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) hardiness zones 7-10 (but with proper winter protection 
it will do well in Zone 6), and photo 1. 
 
Purple Ninebark, is a super-hardy, beautifully colored red/black shrub that is attractive from the base of its peeling, reddish 
stem to the tip of its deep burgundy-maroon leaves.  No matter what the season, this glorious sun-lover will glow in your garden, 
becoming the center of attraction in any setting.  It begins its show in early spring, when new foliage unfurls a bright, rich 
maroon.  Large and nicely lobed, the foliage darkens to burgundy and then holds that color all summer, even in the heat.  In late 
spring and early summer they have masses of soft, puffy, pinkish-white blooms.  The flowers are followed by clusters of small 
red fruit, which lure birds to your garden by the dozen.  And in the winter, after the leaves fall, you can enjoy the attractive   
peeling bark (a reddish-russet) that gives Ninebark its name.  USDA zones 2-7, height 6 to 8 feet, width 4 to 8 feet, and photo 2.  

Sambucus, Black Lace, love Japanese maples but think you can’t grow them?  Black Lace is a great substitute, with its deeply 
cut leaves of charcoal.  The foliage is deeply divided that give it a ferny, lacy look.  It emerges rich black and keeps its color 
right through summer's heat.  In early summer it has masses of deep pink buds that open to bright, creamy pink.  The flowers are 
held in clusters about 6-inches wide, very showy against the charcoal foliage.  The early-summer flowers are followed by 
blackish-red berries that stand out against the leaves as summer turns to fall.  The berries attract songbirds, adding even more 
color to the garden.  Black Lace gives you all the beauty of a Japanese maple, yet is very hardy withstanding cold winds, very 
low temperatures, even partial shade, and our alkaline soils.  USDA zones 4-7, height 6 feet, width 6 to 8 feet, and photo 3. 

Weigela, Wine and Roses, is prized for its adaptability to harsh conditions, has great ornamental appeal, with its rich burgundy-
purple foliage that shimmers in the sun.  It was developed in Holland with three seasons of appeal.  It has fresh new leaves in 
spring, bright 1.5-inch pinkish-rose blooms in late spring to early summer, and glossy dark foliage well into fall.  It is ideal in 
foundation plantings or mixed borders, full sun to part shade.  USDA zones 4-8, height 4 to 5 feet, width 4 feet, and photo 4. 

Viburnum, Winterthur, was introduced in 1961 as an ornamental and as a reliable pollinator.  It will set flowers and fruit even 
if grown solo, but they are more productive if grown near a pollinator.  Enjoy its blooms, berries, and fall color to the fullest, but 
don't be surprised if neighboring Viburnums throughout your garden begin to flower and fruit more heavily as well.  This multi-
branched shrub has a neatly rounded habit that makes it ideal in a line along the driveway, in the back of the border, or as part of 
a barrier planting.  Spring brings clusters of fragrant white blooms, and by late summer giant clusters of blue-black berries have 
replaced the flowers that attract the birds.  In autumn the glossy 4-inch foliage turns first to maroon, then to deep reddish-purple 
before dropping.  It is a multi-season beauty.  Full sun, USDA zones 5-9, height to 8 feet, width to 4 feet, and photo 5. 
 



                  
Photo 7                              Photo 8                         Photo 9                         Photo 10                    Photo 11                      Photo 12                               

 
Red Sential, is a Japanese Maple that provides true four-seasons of interest through its year-round red coloring!  The brilliant 
burgundy-maroon leaves drop in late fall, they reveal deep red branches and stems on the tree, which keep this brilliant color all 
season.  There's never been another Japanese Maple like it, after the leaves finally drop, it's hard to mourn them, because 
immediately the deep red branches and stems of this tree are revealed.  These are not subtle tones and shades, they are noticeable 
from across the garden, are truly bright and vivid.  A remarkable tree!  And no matter what the winter weather chooses to inflict, 
the red tones remain until the new spring foliage hides them again.  The habit of this very slow-growing tree is interesting as 
well. When young it is columnar, becoming vase-shaped after a few years.  But by the time it is 10 years old, it has assumed a 
spreading form with the branching being very dense, so it acts as a nice high hedge or privacy screen as well, but it takes time.   
It is a beauty, USDA zones 5-8, height 8 to 10 feet, width 15 feet, and photo 7. 

Summer Chocolate, is a new Mimosa.  It has ferny compound leaves that emerge bronze-green in late spring, then darken to a 
rich burgundy-chocolate by summer and maintain their dark color even into the hot summer.  For colder climates such as Zone 6, 
it's a dependable, hardy tree for those that want to achieve a tropical look.  This tree is one of the last to leaf out, so don't be 
disappointed if you don't see foliage right away in spring.  Its magnificent display is well worth the wait.  Showy pink clusters of 
powder puff blooms stand out amongst the rich chocolate foliage in late summer and have a pleasantly sweet melon scent.  Flat 
seedpods adorn the tree in fall and persist into winter.  Its open, airy habit makes it highly wind-resistant and provides filtered 
shade.  These tough trees are drought-tolerant, and adaptable to a wide range of soil conditions with no major pest problems.  It 
will achieve the deepest, darkest color in full sun but tolerates partial shade.  Use this highly ornamental tree as a landscape 
specimen, accent, or patio planting for years of conversation-starting beauty, and is great for attracting butterflies and humming 
birds as well.  USDA zones 6-10, height 20 to 30 feet, width 15 to 20 feet, and photo 8. 

Purple-Leaf Sand Cherry, the beauty begins as it bursts into bloom in late spring.  The small pale pink flowers are very 
fragrant, with a honey-like smell.  The rich, dark foliage makes Purple Leaf Sand Cherry a lot of fun.  You can achieve a lot of 
beautiful plant combinations with this deciduous shrub.  Pink and blue flowering perennials will appear intensity colored when 
planted in front of the plum leaves.  Gold and silver leaved shrubs will have added impact and drama when grouped around the 
larger Sand Cherry Trees.  When grown in the shade, large hostas are beautiful planted to skirt the silvered bark and unusual 
blackened leaves.  Use as a specimen to provide a splash of purple in the garden.  However, the Purple Leaf Sand Cherry is very 
susceptible to pests and diseases, so plan on a life span of approximately 10-25 years.   The small fruits will attract many kinds of 
birds.  USDA zones 2-8, height 7 to 10 feet, width 6 to 8 feet, and photo 9. 

Ruby Loropetalum, dull green shrubs are a thing of the past.  New colorful varieties are being introduced everyday, and Ruby 
Loropetalum is the top of the class.  With shiny, ruby red leaves, it will stand out in your landscape.  It has a dwarf compact form 
give it the ability to be placed in front of existing foundation shrubs.  When placed in rows, 2-3 feet apart, this shrub will creates 
a beautiful low compact hedge perfect for borders, beds, or as a focal point.  It thrives in direct sun or filtered shade.  It offers 
versatility when it comes to placement in your landscape.  To add even more interest, it produces hundreds of pink fringe flowers 
that last for weeks and bloom for months.  USDA zones 7-11, height 3 to 5 feet, width 3 to 5 feet, and photo 10. 

Red Leaf Japanese Barberry Bush, is a deciduous shrub with red lustrous purple-red foliage, becoming even more brilliant in 
summer, and in fall turning a striking orange-scarlet.  The branches are slender, spiny, and small, and the leaves are roundly oval 
in a deep red to purple color.  The small, yellow flowers form beneath the leaves, from April to May but are not showy.  Bright 
red berries can be found along stems from late fall through winter that attract the birds.  Barberry bushes are best located in full 
sun.  This plant is tolerant to many types of soil, but will not do well in wet to very moist soils.  As name Barberry implies, this 
makes an excellent hedge or filler shrub.  USDA zones 4-9, height 6 feet, width 3 to 5 feet, and photo 11. 

Smoke Bush, is grown for its enormous clusters of flowers.  Its frothy, pink panicles reach fourteen inches high and twelve 
inches wide.  In spring the leaves emerge as light red darkening through the summer to dark red.  In autumn, foliage turns a 
mosaic of red, orange, and gold.  It is an excellent shrub or small tree offering multiple seasons of interest in mixed plantings.  It 
has an open, mounding habit, making it look like a pink or purple cloud when in full flower.  It can be cut to the ground in late 
winter to maximize its potential as a foliage plant.  It will not flower when treated in this manner, but the growth habit will be 
extremely vertical, making an excellent accent plant.  USDA zones 4-8, height 10-15 feet, width 10-12 feet, and photo 12. 


