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1.  Taylorsville was incorporated with 5,674 people in favor of the 
city’s creation (70.5 percent) and 2,373 people against it (29.5 
percent). The city’s incorporation had been up to vote two times 
before this occasion.

2.  Eisenhower Junior High in Taylorsville held 11 previously 
successful world record attempts, including World’s Tallest Ice 
Cream Cone, World’s Largest Post-It Note Mosaic and World’s 
Largest Marshmallow Fight.

3.  The area of Taylorsville used to be referred to as “Over Jordan” 
back in 1848 when pioneers crossed over the Jordan River.

4.  Taylorsville has the 12th-largest population within the state.
5.  Taylorsville has a thriving baseball community. Taylorsville High 

School has won more than 7 state championship games, and 

Taylorsville’s Little League was the first in Utah to win state in 
every age group.

6.  Thousands of people from across the valley attend Taylorsville’s 
biggest annual celebration, Taylorsville Dayzz, each year.

7.  Taylorsville was Salt Lake County’s 13th city at its incorporation.
8.  The first Regal Cinemas movie theater within the state is planned 

to open in Taylorsville around November.
9.  Taylorsville’s cemetery dates back to 1887.
10.  Taylorsville houses the only Salt Lake County regional park that 

includes disk golf.  
11.  Taylorsville city’s official goals are to improve and enhance 

customer service, make life better, increase efficiency and 
effectiveness and assure public safety. 

11 Things You Might Not Know About Taylorsville
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com
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Taylorsville Library
JULY 2016

Taylorsville Library
4870 S. 2700 W.
Taylorsville, UT 84129
801-943-4636
www.slcolibrary.org
Facebook: http://on.fb.me/e4x4Oa

Libraary Hours
Mon.–Thurs. 10:00 – 9:00

Fri. & Sat. 10:00 – 6:00

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Summer Reading begins June 1, 2016 for toddlers, kids, teens and adults!
Stop by the library to sign up and get a reading record.

Join us this summer for Wednesday Family Fun out on the grass and Science Thurs-
days for School Age and Teens.

LIBRARY CLOSED—MONDAY, JULY 4 AND MONDAY JULY 25

LIBRARY CLOSED
HAPPY 4th OF JULY!

Take Home Craft: Sun Spinner—6/27—7/2
(All ages)

Animal Brain Contest—7/11—7/16—(All ages)

National Parks Scavenger Hunt—7/18—7/23—(All ages)

Sit and Stitch
10:30am—12:00pm

(Adults)
Happy Birthday E. B. 

White!
Drop in all day

(All ages)
Lego Hour

2:00pm
(Ages 5—12)

Senior Book Club info 
on back!

Movie Matinee
1:00pm

(Teens & Families)
Ghostbusters

LIBRARY CLOSED
HAPPY PIONEER 

DAY!

Movie Matinee
1:00pm

(Families)
The Good Dinosaur

Sit & Stitch
10:30am—12:00pm

(Adults)
Teen STEM Camp:

Keva Planks
Engineering
1:00—4:00pm

(7th—12th grade)

Kids Life Time
Fitness
10:30am
(Families)

Color Your 
Cares Away

6:00pm—7:00pm
(Adults)

Eww, That’s 
Gross!

10:30am
(School age)

Taylor’s Traveling 
Troupe

10:30am
(Families)

Bug Extravaganza
10:30am

(School Age)
Color Your Cares 

Away
6:00—7:00pm

(Adults)

Pokémon League
12:00pm—2:00pm

(Ages 6 and up)
Drop in Activity

 Sun   Mon    Tue   Wed   Thu   Fri   Sat

Take Home Craft: Sun Spinner
Monday, June 27—Saturday July 2
All ages. Celebrate the summer sun. Stop by the Information Desk and pick 
up a craft to make at home. No registration required.

Animal Brain Contest
Monday, July 11—Saturday, July 16
All ages. Whose brain is it? Complete our animal brain chal-lenge and you 
might win a Living Planet Aquarium gift card. Stop by the Information Desk 
to find out more. No reg-istration required.

Happy Birthday E. B. White
Monday, July 11, all day
All ages. Do you like words? Stop by the Information Desk and add your 
favorite word to Charlotte’s Web. No registra-tion required.

Sit and Stitch
Monday, July 11 from 10:30am – 12:00pm
Monday, July 18 from 10:30am – 12:00pm
Adults. Sit and stitch with others at the library. Share ideas and skills while 
making new friends. Bring along your cro-chet, knitting or other handiwork 
projects, as we gather to talk about books, crafts, and anything else on our 
minds. (This is not an instructor-led activity.) No registration required.

Lego Hour
Monday, July 11 at 2:00pm
Ages 5-12. For kids who love to build. We supply the Legos, you supply the 
imagination. Create a different design each month during Lego Hour at the 
Library. No registration re-quired.

Movie Matinee
Tuesday, July 12 at 1:00pm
Teens and Families. Join us for a free movie. Bring pillows and get 
comfortable. Some chair seating for teens and adults. Movie: Ghostbusters 
(original) Running Time: 107 minutes Rating: PG

Taylor’s Traveling Troupe
Wednesday, June 13 from 10:30am—11:30pm
Families. See a variety of farm animals in honor of E.B. White’s birthday. 
Sheep, goats, rabbits and more with Tay-lor’s Traveling Troupe. This 
program will be outside on the grass. No registration required.

Bug Extravaganza
Thursday, July 14 at 10:30am
School age. See the wonders of the natural world with Jean-Michel 
Arrigona, owner of the store, Natur. Learn about amazing insects, moths 
and butterflies from exotic places like Indonesia, Madagascar and Peru. See 
his museum quality collection of insects. No registration required.

Color Your Cares Away
Thursday, July 14 from 6:00pm – 7:00pm
Thursday, June 28 from 6:00pm—7:00pm
Adults. Are you stressed? If so, come chill with us on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday of each month. If you can’t make it to the library by 6 pm, no 
worries. This is a drop-in event and we will be coloring until 7:00 pm. This is 
a time for you to decom-press and let worries fade away. Materials will be 
provided, or feel free to bring your own supplies. No registration re-quired.

Pokémon League
Saturday, July 16 from 12:00 – 2:00pm
Ages 6 and up. Geek out at the Taylorsville Library. Drop in any time 
between 12:00 and 2:00 p.m. for a Pokémon event facilitated by Charles 
Sommer. Meet other Pokémon fans and trade cards, play card and video 
games. This will be a monthly event at the library. No registration required.

National Parks Scavenger Hunt
Monday, July 18 – Saturday, July 23
All ages. Celebrate National Park Month. Complete our scavenger hunt form 
and return to the Information Desk for a small prize. No registration required.

Teen STEM Camp: Keva Planks Engineering
Monday, July 18 from 1:00pm—4:00pm
7th - 12th grade. Must register. Build amazing things. Learn the principles of 
engineering, architecture, physics, and de-sign all in a fun environment with 
the USU Extension summer STEM camp. Register at the Taylorsville Library 
Information Desk starting Monday, June 13. Please cancel in advance if you 
are unable to attend. REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Movie Matinee
Tuesday, July 19 at 1:00pm
Families. Join us for a free movie. Bring pillows and get com-fortable. Some 
chair seating for teens and adults. Movie: The Good Dinosaur Running 
Time: 100 minutes Rating: PG

Kids Life Time Fitness
Wednesday, July 20 at 10:30am
All ages. Get outside and move. Learn and experience a variety of sports 
with a coach from Life Time Fitness in South Jordan. This program will be 
outside on the grass. No regis-tration required.

Eww, That’s Gross
Thursday, July 21 at 10:30am
School age. A fun and gross adventure into the world of grossology. Drop in 
anytime between 10:30 and 11:30 a.m. No registration required.

Summer Reading Challenge
Wednesday, June 1—Wednesday, August 31
All ages. Summer Reading starts on Wednesday, June 1. 
Stop by the library to sign up and get a reading record.
Senior Book Club @ The Taylorsville Senior Center*
Monday, July 11 at 11:00am
Join us for a lively discussion of a variety of fiction and 
nonfiction books. Newcomers welcome! The book club will 
be led by a librarian from the Taylorsville Library.
July’s book is Pioneer Girl: The Annotated 
Autobiography by Laura Ingalls Wilder

*The Senior Book Club will meet at the Taylorsville 
Senior Center:
4743 Plymouth View Dr.
Salt Lake City, UT 84123

Library Closures
Monday, July 4—Happy 4th of July!
Monday, July 25—Happy Pioneer Day!

Join us on Facebook!  http://on.fb.me/34x40a OR search for Taylorsville Library

EDUCATION

to our Community Sponsors for supporting City Journals
Thank You
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Taylorsville Grand Opening 
1856 West 5400 South (next to Leatherby’s)

May 23rd

Open 7 Days a week 7am - 2:30pm
Serving Breakfast All Day
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Home of the 
“Heavenly 

Hot Cakes”
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FOOD BUDGET...

NEED HELP?

FREE SENIOR
FOOD 
BOX
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4     Creating Waterwise Park Strips
4      W&L: Caring for Perennials
4     ND: Fun with Flowers

11    Plant Con 2016*
18    ND: Birds of a Feather*   Ages 7-12
18    Tour: Waterwise Trees and Shrubs

14    Creating Waterwise Park Strips
16    Sprinkler System Basics
16    Drip System Basics
16    ND: Water Everywhere*   Ages 7-12
16    Tour: Waterwise Perennial

6      W&L: Summer Planting
6      ND: A Bug’s Life*   Ages 7-12

13   Creating Waterwise Park Strips
13   Waterwise Trees and Shrubs Tour
13   ND: Smarty Plants*   Ages 7-12

20   Party in the Park

3     W&L: Retro�tting a Drip Irrigation System

8      Creating Waterwise Park Strips

10   Localscapes University
17   Turning Over Your Garden: Fall Time  
          Yard and Garden Care
17   Waterwise Perennials Tour

1      W&L: Bulb Planting             

University

This design-intensive workshop includes
four hours of training in landscape design, planting,

and maintenance practices.

www.ConservationGardenPark.org/events

Landscape for where you live.

*small fee required

ConservationGardenPark.org

WE "REWARD" 
– BUYERS – 

with cash rebates of hundreds or 
thousands of $$$ when we help 

them purchase a new home. 

GO TO OUR WEBSITE
utahhomecentral.com

for details on our 
"Buyer's Rewards" program.

SELLERS SAVE
T H O U S A N D S

BY LISTING WITH US. 

We are a � at-fee, full-service 
agency with the motto: 

"Putting money 
back in your pocket." 

For a $250,000 home, 
you could save thousands 
of $$$ on commissions.

Utah Home Central

utahhomecentral.com

877-537-0413
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Library Creates Virtual Story Time
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

Usually Vern Waters spends his days managing Salt Lake 
County Library Services’ jail location, but occasionally 

he said he gets to take a break from that duty and step into the 
persona of General Fiction, a character in the library’s new 
virtual story time.

“It is a different outlet,” Waters said. “I get to be creative. 
I get to be a character. I get to be silly.”

Each Salt Lake County Library location offers story time 
sessions, which focus on interactive learning, such as talking, 
singing, reading, writing and playing. The purpose of Story 
Space, the online story series, is to bring a similar experience 
to parents and children—wherever they may be.

“We want to reach kids and parents who aren’t able 
to attend story time—whether they can’t come in that day 
because their kid is sick, or they can’t ever come in because 
they have transportation issues,” Nyssa Fleig, library program 
manager, said. “Whatever the barrier is, we wanted to be able 
to reach them.”

The library services held auditions for online storytellers. 
Waters and three other librarians made the cut: Annie 
Eastmond, from the Millcreek Library; Paula Burgon, from 
the West Jordan Library; and Stephanie Anderson, from the 
South Main Clinic Reading Room. The librarians designed 
their own costumes and became actors and actresses, instead 
of merely reciting their lines, Fleig said.

“It’s a fairly common concept—the online story time, but 
I think we have kind of taken it a bit above and beyond what 
has been done on other systems,” Fleig said. “There was just 
a lot of thought that went in behind the scenes.”

In the first episode of the library’s online Story Space 
series released in May, Miss Annie, played by Eastmond, 
reads “Two Girls Want a Puppy,” written by Evie and Ryan 
Cordell and illustrated by Maple Lam.

The camera shots zoom in and out of the picture 
book, and Miss Annie appears inside the book and begins 
interacting with the illustrations. Earnest Bourne, the library’s 
web developer who produced, edited, directed, and filmed 
the video, created the special effects, because he didn’t want 
Story Space to be just another recording of someone reading 

a story, Fleig said.
“When we started talking about it, we kind of wanted 

a feel like ‘Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood’ meets ‘Pee-wee’s 
Playhouse’ meets ‘Reading Rainbow,” Waters said.

After the story reading, the 12-minute clip continues with 
a dog-themed craft led by Fiona Fairy, played by Burgon. The 
Story Space webpage, slcolibrary.org/storyspace, contains 
printable cut-outs, so viewers can build their own craft while 
they watch Fiona construct hers. Fiona uses magic to make 
General Fiction Appear.  He plays the banjo while singing a 
two-minute song about a dog named Banjo to the tune of the 
traditional children’s song “Bingo.”

“My favorite part was when we got a good take,” Waters 
said as he laughed. “It took a long time. I was there for most 
of one whole day for my whole song, so it is time-consuming, 
but it is so much fun.”

Although Waters has read stories to children at libraries 
numerous times, he said Story Space presented a new 
challenge because there wasn’t an audience. He usually 
responds to what the kids say during the story time, but he 
couldn’t during Story Space.

“Having only the camera as an audience made it 
intimidating, but I think I’ll get used to it as we continue,” 
Waters said.

At the conclusion of Captain Fiction’s scene, Little 
Miss Puppet, played by Anderson, recites a nursery rhyme 
with puppets. The nursery rhyme is intended to help children 
notice repetition of sounds, which builds awareness of how 
words are formed, according to the website.  

“Everything was a deliberate choice to focus on hitting 
early literacy concepts,” Feig said. “The songs, crafts, 
everything selected and put together was to support those.”

Waters, Eastmond, Burgon and Anderson will make guest 
appearances as their characters at branch story times this 
summer. Right now the library staff is excited about the initial 
episode, according to Fleig, and although it might be awhile, 
she said they look forward to producing more episodes in the 
future.  l

Paula Burgon pretends to be a fairy in Salt 
Lake County Library Services’ Story Space, an 
online story time series. – Salt Lake County 
Library Services

Annie Eastmond, playing the part of Miss Annie, watches 
as Vern Walters, playing the part of General Fiction, 
plays and sings a song during Salt Lake County Library 
Services’ online story time. – Salt Lake County Library 
Services

Stephanie Anderson, youth services librar-
ian for Salt Lake County Library Services, 
plays the part of Little Miss Puppet in the 
library’s virtual story time. 
– Salt Lake County Library Services

“When we started talking about it, 
we kind of wanted a feel like ‘Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood’ meets 

‘Pee-wee’s Playhouse’ meets ‘Reading Rainbow.”
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Get Started Today!
NOW OFFERING COSMETOLOGY & ESTHETICS CLASSES

Enroll and Receive a $1,500 Scholarship 
For more information, call or text 801-597-7979

Come In and Receive
20% OFF Any Service
Redeemable Monday – Friday

*Excludes Hair and Eyelash Extensions
ALL SERVICES ARE PERFORMED BY SUPERVISED STUDENTS IN TRAINING

5400 South 3869 West
(Off Bangerter Highway)

Taylorsville, UT 84129
To set an appointment for service call 

801-561-2244

Visit www.francoisdcollege.com

For more information about our graduation rates, the median debt of students who 
completed the program, and other important information, please visit our website 

at www.francoisdcollege.com

full service student salon and spa / cosmetology and esthetics

Visit Citydeals.com/sevenpeaks

TM

local life

Taylorsville Dayzz Regulars Return to the Stage
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

Ralph Myles’s band and Jenne Whipp and her friends have 
been performing at Taylorsville Dayzz since the early 

2000s, and they came back for another round during this year’s 
celebration.

 “It is a hoot, it really is,” Myles said about performing 
at Taylorsville Dayzz. “They get the best crowds. Taylorsville 
City people are such a joy.”

Whipp agreed.
“It’s a fun hobby being here,” she said. “I think we’ve just 

signed the Taylorsville Dayzz performance application so many 
times that it’s become automatic.”

Susan Holman, Taylorsville Dayzz entertainment 
coordinator, said she counts on Myles and Whipp’s performances 
every year. Holman, who’s been coordinating for 10 years, said 
she always schedules Myles’s band, The Short Bus Band, for a 
two-hour set on the festival’s Saturday night. The group plays 
song after song until the carnival and celebration conclude 
around midnight.

“We cat called out to people who were leaving, and 
convinced them to spend some time with us because they’d 
have to wait so long to get out of the parking lot anyway,” Myles 
said. “We usually have about 300 or 400 people watching us, 
and they respond and we feed off of their energy. It turns into 
quite a bit of a little party.”

The Short Bus Band consists of five members – Dave 
Harris, keyboards; Effie Harris female vocals; Jon Harris, bass; 
Tony Mazza, percussion and drums; Pat Guy, lead guitar and 
Myles on rhythm guitar. The group met at church, and shortly 
thereafter saw a sign about Taylorsville Dayzz and decided to 
sign up. Four members of the band are comfortable singing in 

public.
“That gives us more diversity of what songs we can do 

because we’re not tied down to one person’s voice,” Myles said. 
“I love songs when I am screaming, but our female vocalist – 
she can do ‘Amazing Grace’ and just melt you, and those are her 
vocal capabilities. We’re all different like that.”

The band members range in age from mid-20s to mid-60s, 
and they play songs that any of their band members suggest – 
focusing on hits from the 50s to now.

One song Myles was excited to play at the 2016 Taylorsville 
Dayzz was Creedence Clearwater’s “It Came Out of the Sky,” 
because he changed the lyrics to revolve around Taylorsville’s 
surroundings, he said. The crowd really seemed to catch onto 
it, he said.

The Short Bus Band performs about once a month at 
different venues. Although they usually charge to play, they 
play at Taylorsville Dayzz for free because they love the 
environment, Holman said.

“Taylorsville is just one of those really awesome events to 
participate in,” Myles said. “The staff – they are flexible, and 

when a problem does arise, it is discussed and resolved.”
When Whipp’s three sons hear her practicing songs, they 

know that Taylorsville Dayzz is just around the corner, Whipp 
said. Whipp’s first performance in Taylorsville’s festival was in 
2002. The first performance was a little “scary and awkward,” 
so she only signed up for 15 minutes, she said.

“I can definitely say I am a lot less nervous because I know 
how it works, and I go in prepared,” Whipp said. “I’ve never 
had a bad experience at Taylorsville Dayzz.”

In 2003, Whipp tried out for American Idol with a group 
of friends from Taylorsville and the surrounding area. Whipp, 
Adam Caula, Brittania Willams and Becci Perry camped in the 
audition line to secure their chances of singing for preliminary 
judges. Although none of them made it past the second round, 
they formed a close friendship.

Whip invited the three of them to sing with her at 
Taylorsville Dayzz, and they accepted. The group never 
adopted an official title, but Whipp said she called them AIR, 
which stand for American Idol rejects, even though her friends 
didn’t like the name.

Ever since 2003, some combination of the friends has 
performed at the city’s celebration. Because of family troubles 
and prior commitments, Caula, Williams and Perry were unable 
to sing with Whipp this year, so she performed with Juliet 
Darger, Williams’s sister. They sang several duets and solos, 
including “Let it Go” from Disney’s “Frozen” and Adele and 
Kelly Clarkson songs.

About Whipp and friends, Holman said, “I’ve watched her 
grow up and get married and have kids, yet she still comes back 
to perform for us. We love having her.”      l

“Taylorsville is just one of those really 
awesome events to participate in.”
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“To Strengthen and Promote the 
Shared Interests of the Business Community”

Vision and Core Principles
• Advocacy
• Representation

• Relationships
• Involvement

• Networking Advocacy

PiNG (Professionals Networking Group) 
meets weekly on Wednesdays

July 20 – Monthly Chamber Luncheon
Speaker: Maj. Gen. Jeff Burton, 

Adjutant General of the
Utah National Guard

Location: Highland Cove Retirement Community, 
3750 S. Highland Drive, Millcreek

Time: 11:30 a.m.

Upcoming Events  

Contact Information: 
Barbara S. Riddle, CMP

801-977-8755

Thank You to our Sponsors & Civic Partners

New Members
•  Ken Garff West Valley Chrysler-

Jeep-Dodge
• Time Real Estate and Development
• Camp4 Human Performance
• InterContinental Hotels Group     
• Jordan Valley Water Conservancy 

District    

Renewing Members
• Chick-fil-A at West Valley
• Eliot Management Group

August 9 – Women in Business Luncheon
Speaker: JoEllen Kunz, Owner of Great Harvest Bread
Location: Arbor Manor Reception Center, 2888 West 

4700 South, Taylorsville
Time: 11:30 a.m.

August 10 – Business Matters Luncheon
Speaker: Vicki Varela, Utah Office of Tourism

Location: Utah Cultural Celebration Center, 1355 West 
3100 South, WVC
Time: 11:00 a.m.

For more information or to register for an event go to www.ChamberWest.org. 

• Elizabeth’s Custom 
Catering

• Metro Deli & BBQ
• First Utah Bank
• Granite Education Foun-

dation
• Kuehne & Nagel Inc.
• Resource Logistics
• Stephen J. Buhler, 

 Attorney at Law
• Stonebridge Golf Club
• Summit Senior Living

• The Ridge Golf Club
• Utah Media Group
• Utah Transit Authority

New Community 
Investment Members
• InterContinental Hotels 

Group
• Jordan Valley Water 

Conservancy District
• Granger-Hunter

  Improvement District.

To invest in your organization and community, 
invest in ChamberWest

My Place Hotel ribbon cutting to the West Valley Journal Penny Ann’s ribbon cutting.

• Value 
• Exposure

Representing Businesses in West Valley City, Taylorsville, Kearns and Millcreek

ON THE COVER

Reasons to Call the 911 or Police Dispatch
By Kelly Cannon | kelly@mycityjournals.com

There are some instances when people know when to call the police such as a fire or 
someone is having a heart attack. Other times are trickier and people may hesitate 

because they don’t know if calling the police is necessary. On top of that, people don’t often 
know whether they need to call 911 or the non-emergency number for the police. Here is a 
handy guide that outlines when to call 911 and when to call for non-emergency numbers.

WHEN TO CALL 911:
1.  A fire or heavy smoke that is suspicious. Many times, people worry that the smoke is 

a false alarm. Maybe someone accidently burned their dinner or a local farmer is doing a 
controlled burn of his crops. It doesn’t matter. It’s always better to call 911 if you see a fire 
or heavy smoke. Lives and property may be at risk.

2.  Someone is forcing a child into a car. If you see someone trying to force a child into a 
car and the child is obviously in distress, immediately call 911. Take notice of the make, 
model and color of the car and the license plate if possible. Try to remember what the 
perpetrator looks like. These details will be vital if the child is being kidnapped.

3.  A fight or domestic violence. Calling to break up a fight, especially if it’s domestic 
violence can be hard because people feel it’s either none of their business or they are over 
reacting. However, it’s always better to call than not. Someone’s life could be a risk and if 
the situation is domestic violence, the victim needs help and resources.

4.  Gunshots. This one seems pretty self explanatory. When you hear gun shots, call 911. If 
you can, try to identify where the location of the gunshots came from.

5.  Burglar alarm or glass breaking. While car alarms can go off for any number of reasons, 
burglar alarms in homes or other buildings only go off when someone has gone inside who 
is not allowed to go inside. Likewise, there are very few reasons why a person should have 
to break a window to gain access into a building.

WHEN TO CALL THE NON-EMERGENCY NUMBER:
1.  Someone is looking into vehicles, walking in and out of backyards or loitering on 

private property. While some people may hesitate to contact the police because they 
don’t want to be a nosey neighbor, these are suspicious behaviors. However, unless there 
is immediate danger, calling the non-emergency number is best.

2.  Someone is approaching doors and asking unusual questions or soliciting without 
proper purpose or valid license. If someone you don’t know comes to your door to sell 
something, they typically have to carry with them a license or identification of some kind. 
If they don’t have that or if the questions they ask are suspicious, such as asking where 
your neighbors are or when you think they should be back, close and lock your door and 
call the non-emergency number.

3.  A home in your neighborhood has constant, short-term traffic, with people coming 
and going at all hours. Again, there are very few reasons why a home should have this 
kind of traffic, especially at all hour of the day or night. A single party is one thing but this 
type of constant traffic is suspicious and should be reported.

4.  You see older children intimidating younger ones. As long as the children are in no 
immediate danger, calling the non-emergency number is appropriate.

5.  Any circumstance that is not “normal” for your neighborhood. You know your 
neighborhood. You know what a regular occurrence is and what is not. Don’t be afraid to 
alert the police if something feels off.  l
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Pioneer Day (July 24) is a day that we pause to re-
flect on the faith, character and strength of those original 
settlers who made their way to the Salt Lake Valley on 
July 24, 1847. Pioneer Day is a state holiday celebrated 
annually to commemorate the entry of the first group of 
Mormon pioneers and Brigham Young into the Salt Lake 
Valley. They had left their homes in Nauvoo, Illinois 
traveling west facing many hardships along the journey. 

At the end of 1847 there were approximately 2000 Mormons settled in the Salt Lake Valley. 
The men, women, and children of this time were diligent and hard-working facing many 
challenges with limited resources. The first Pioneer Day was celebrated in 1849 with a pa-
rade, band music and speeches. I hope as we celebrate this state holiday we will take a few 
moments to reflect on the practical virtues (hard work, character, determination, and frugal-
ity) of our pioneer ancestors and seek opportunities to incorporate these values into our own 
lives. These men, women, and children were very special people.

Thank you
Mayor Johnson

M AYO R ’S  M E S S AG E

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd
www.taylorsvilleut.gov

801-963-5400
Emergency ..............................................................911

Unified Police Department Dispatch .......801-743-7000 
(Non-Emergencies)

Fire Department .....................................801-743-7200

Poison Control Center ......................... 1-800-222-1222

Animal Control Shelter ...........................801-965-5800

Animal Control After Hours Dispatch ......801-840-4000

Building Inspection ................................801-955-2030

Salt Lake County Business Alliance .........801-977-8755 
(Chamber of Commerce)

Garbage/Recycle/GreenWaste Pick-up ...385-468-6325 
(Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling)

Granite School District ............................385-646-5000

Health Department ................................385-468-4100

Highway Conditions (from cell phone) ....................511

Park Reservations ...................................385-468-7275

Public Works ...........................................385-468-7050 
(Salt Lake County)

Questar ..................................................801-324-5000

Rocky Mountain Power ...................... 1-888-221-7070

Salt Lake County Recycling/Landfill .......801-974-6920 
www.slvlandfill.slco.org

Taylorsville-Bennion  
Improvement District .............................801-968-9081 
(Sewer & Water)

Taylorsville Senior Center .......................801-293-8340

4743 S. Plymouth View Drive (1625 West)

Taylorsville Neighborhood Compliance ..801-955-2013

Taylorsville Justice Court ........................801-963-0268

Taylorsville Library .................................801-943-4636 
4948 S. 2700 W.

Taylorsville Recreation Center.................385-468-1732 
4948 S. 2700 W.

Taylorsville-Bennion Heritage Center .....801-281-0631 
Museum – 1488 W. 4800 S.

UDOT Region 2 .......................................801-975-4900

Utah Transit Authority (UTA) ..................801-743-3882

RESTAURANT
La Puente

5419 S. Redwood Rd.
Taylorsville, UT 84123
Phone: 801-281-9803

Favorite Entrée:
 Small Combination (cheese enchriada, 

tostada, taco, burrito)
Favorite Dessert – Fried Ice Cream w/carmel topping

www.lapuentemexicanrestaurant.com 

Homemade Mexican Food

BUSINESS
Mr. Mac

5690 S. Redwood Road, Taylorsville, Utah 84123
Phone: 801-966-6400

Store Hours:
Monday – Friday 9:00 AM – 9:00 PM                Saturday 9:00 AM – 7:00 PM

Closed Sunday
www.mrmac.com 

For over 4 decades, Mr. Mac has been the premiere source for quality suits,
 sport coats and formal wear for Men and Boys.

M AYO R ’S  C H O I C E

—  F R E Q U E N T LY  C A L L E D  N U M B E R S  —

Mayor Larry Johnson

city of taylorsville

COUNCIL CORNER

For several months the City Council has 
been pouring over the budget for 2016-

2017. We are happy to report that last month 
we finalized and adopted a fiscally conser-
vative balanced budget with no tax increase. 
Here are some of the highlights of the bud-
get:

Parks – Each year the council has tried 
to increase the fund balance in the Parks 
fund. Most of the money in that fund has 
come from the sale of a portion of City 
Center property. With input from commu-
nity councils and residents the Council ap-
proved an appropriation to Vista Park and 
Cabana Club Park. We look forward to a 
new playground and upgrades in landscap-
ing, lighting, benches, barbeques, and more 
at Vista Park. Funds for Cabana Club Park 
will transform this property from a vacant 
site to a lovely fenced, landscaped park with 
a playground and pavilion. It is important 
to note that this is not new money funding 

these upgrades, but funds that have been de-
liberately and carefully set aside over time to 
improve our city parks. 

Public Safety, Streets and Roads– We 
have supported the mayor’s request to dou-
ble our sidewalk repair/replacement fund as 
well as allocate additional funds for cross-
walk upgrades. We also feel we have kept 
the necessary funds in place to keep our 
streets and roads in good repair.

Monument signs – last year we com-
pleted gateway signs at strategic entry loca-
tions to our city.  We are pleased with these 
signs and look forward to the addition of two 
smaller signs within the city which will re-
place aging deteriorating signs. 

These are a few examples of what we 
have to look forward to as we enter into a 
new budget year. We are excited knowing 
that our economy is strong and economic 
development in Taylorsville is thriving.

city of taylorsville
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$7 Per Ticket or
$30 Family Pass

city of taylorsville
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Chief Jay Ziolkowski

Hosted by the Taylorsville Public Safety Commitee Event

Night Out Against Crime
Thursday, August 11th, 2016

6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Taylorsville City Hall

Come meet your Public Safety Experts and learn more about:
-Crime Prevention

-Strengthening Your Neighborhood
-Scouts & Scout Groups Can Work On Merit Badges

(Crime Prevention, Emergency Preparedness & Safety) 
Send a Message to Criminals that Neighborhoods are fighting back!

city of taylorsville



Taylorsville CiTyJournalpage 10 | July 2016 June 2016 | Page 11TalorsvilleJournal.Com

Welcome to Taylorsville
 La Puente

TAYLORSVILLE SENIOR CENTER
4743 South Plymouth View Drive, Taylorsville, Utah 84081

385-468-3370
July 2016

Monday, July 4th -  Senior Center closed in observance of Independence Day.
Tuesday, July 5th -  Birthday Tuesday celebration. Special Entertainment at 11:30 by Debby Bowers. Lunch at 12:00. 
Wednesday, July 6th -  New Class- “Utah History” from 5:00-6:00 pm. 
Thursday, July 7th -  Bus trip to Wendover. Must be pre signed up and paid. 
Monday, July 11th -  Decorating Cookies with YMCA preschoolers. Everyone is invited to attend. Starts at 10:00. 
Tuesday, July 12th -  Biscuits and Gravy starts at 9:00. $1.50- sponsored by the Advisory Committee.
Wednesday, July 13th - Harmonica performance at Salt Lake Veterans Home at 10:30. 
Wednesday, July 13th -  Ice Cream Social sponsored by the Advisory Committee at 12:30. 
Thursday, July 14th -  Presentation on Sunshine and how to stay safe by Anike from Legacy at 11:30. 
Tuesday, July 19th -  Vital Aging Class- “How I view Myself – Self Esteem” Class starts at 10:30 
Wednesday, July 20th -  Special Entertainment by “Time Steppers” at 11:00. 
Wednesday, July 20th -  New Class- “Utah History” from 5:00-6:00 pm.
Wednesday, July 20th -  Harmonica performance at Carrington Court at 10:30. 
Thursday, July 21st -  Evening at the Center sponsored by the Advisory Committee from 5:00-7:00. $6.00 per person. Sign up 

at the front desk. 
Monday, July 25th -  Senior Center closed due to 24th of July Holiday. 
Wednesday, July 27th -  Core, balance, structure presentation at 11:00.
Wednesday, July 27th -  Harmonica performance at Olympus Ranch at 10:30. 
Thursday, July 28th -  Podiatrist Visit. Appointments start at 11:00. Suggested donation- $10

Maxine was born on 
the range in Mt. View, 
Wyoming. She has 9 kids, 
27 grandkids, 51 great 
grand kids, and 2 great 
great grand kids!! Maxine 
has always enjoyed trav-

eling. Her and her husband 
were able to go many places and see lots of neat things. Her 
hobbies include quilting, ceramics, knitting, and crocheting. 
Maxine has been a member of the Senior Center for just over 
three years where she enjoys socializing with friends. Maxine is 
always willing to lend a helping hand with decorating, clearing 
tables and welcoming new people to the center. Thanks Maxine 
for all you do. 

Volunteer of the 
Month

Maxine 
Palmer

city of taylorsville



July 2016 | page 11TalorsvilleJournal.Com Taylorsville CiTyJournalPage 12 | June 2016

Congratulations to the City of Taylorsville in 
celebrating the ‘new’ tradition for 

20 years called the Taylorsville Dayzz Parade.

T he Historic Preservation Commit-
tee is pleased to take a look back in 
time to Taylorsville Parades from long 

ago.  When we first became a community 
that celebrated with parades, it was called 
the “Nor-J-Esta,” referring to the North Jor-
dan Stake.

Next, it became known as the “Bang A 
Roo” parade which would travel down his-
toric 4800 South from the Assembly Hall to 
Redwood Road.  The title it became known 
by in later years was the Taylorsville LDS  
Stake Parade which would even travel 
down Redwood Road, usually ending up at 
the Plymouth School on the corner of 4800 
So. and Redwood Road.

The photos are of July 4th Parades 
which drew praise from residents lining the 
streets.  There were lots of “OOHS and AHS” 
heard during the hometown celebrations.  
Floats would be constructed from chicken 
wire, stuffed with paper napkins, and beau-
tiful bunting draped around the trailer bed.  
The parade would last one-half hour.  The 
start of the annual event was sometimes 
held up for a short period to await the ar-
rival of the Valley Jr. High Marching Band, 
because a parade wasn’t a parade without 
a band!  Also, the Ute Rangers always rep-
resented their club well, as did most of Tay-
lorsville’s  kids, having decorated their bikes 
in the red, white, and blue motif.  

city of taylorsvillecity of taylorsville
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Taylorsville Earth Day Collection Event

International Plastic Bag Free Day

Green Waste Subscription Program

604 South 6960 West, Midvale UT 84047 • wasatchfrontwaste.org
Office: 385-468-6325 • Fax: 385-468-6330 • info@wasatchfrontwaste.org

Subscribe Today!

Taylorsville Dayzz 2016 Parade 

A special thank you to:
America First Credit Union

Markosian Auto
Taylorsville Hamnet

Volunteer Announcers
Taylorsville Exchange Club Elected Officials - Past & Present City of Taylorsville Float

Utah Jazz BearSalt Lake City Stars THS ChironsLetter Carrier BandUPD - Search&Rescue

city of taylorsville
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@ T V I L L E U T f a c e b o o k . c o m / T a y l o r s v i l l e C i t y

w w w . t a y l o r v i l l e u t . g o v

Follow Us

@ t a y l o r s v i l l e c i t y

Top Finishers overall:
• Men 1st place: Teren Jamison 17:08
• Men 2nd place: DJ Matthews 17:46
• Men3rd place: Tony Kreuzer 19:19
• Women 1st place: Laura Westover 23:12
• Women 2nd place: Kenna Bradley 23:28
• Women 3rd place: Lyndsay Fraser 24:22

Age Group Winners:
• Kids run 1st place: Harrison Hudson
• Kids run 2nd place: Lincoln Frasier
• Kids run 3rd place: Joshua Taylor
• Men under 17: Will Allen
• Women under 17: Arianna Jones
• Men 18-29: Kevin Mauer
• Women 18-29: Elise Erekson
• Men 30-39: Solomon Cano
• Women 30-39: Meredith Harker
• Men 40-49: Kevin Cheney
• Women 40-49: Natalie Shafer
• Men 50-59: Michael Smith
• Women 50-59: Karen Nabity
• Men 60-69: Jeff Vandenakker
• Women 60-69: Sue Hensley
• Men and Women 70+: Helen Bearingeer

All of our race results can be found at the following link:
http://www.elevatedracing.com/calendar/659-2/.

You can also go to the www.taylorsvilleut.gov
and click on our 5k picture. 

Results can be found there. You can also go to
www.elevatedracing.com and under their 
calendar tab find our race to see results.

Thanks you runners for making this race such a 
great event and thank you for your patience while 

we compiled accurate results.

city of taylorsville
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A special thank you to the coordinator of this event - Kirstin Johnson

A special thank you to the coordinator of this event - Kirstin Johnson

A special thank you to the coordinator of this event - Kirstin Johnson

city of taylorsville
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NEW BUSINESSES

Cubby’s Chicago Beef
1764 West 5400 South

Restaurant

Midvalley Animal Clinic
6047 So Redwood Rd

Veterinary Clinic

Summit Vista
6183 S Prairie View Dr #103

Sales office for 
Senior Living Center

Utah Money Store
5255 South 4015 West

Financing Personal 
Installment Loans

Wright Realty
6150 So Redwood Rd  #100

Real Estate

Welcome to 
Taylorsville!

city of taylorsville

Chief Tracy Wyant

Officer of the Month - April 2016
Officer Jason Albrecht

Officer Jason Albrecht

Officer of the Month - May 2016
Officer Todd Madsen

Officer Todd Madsen

Team Citation Award
Sgt. Mike Ricketts, Officer Nick Riggs, Officer Joel Knighton

Officer Nick Riggs and
Officer Joel Knighton

Citizens Award
Kimberly Graham

Kimberly Graham

city of taylorsville
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Local Brokers/Owners
Our customers come to us to save money… 

They come back for our service!

McOmberTeam@hotmail.com

Mike      (801) 792-4837
Michele (801) 792-4855

Sell Your Home, 
Get Superior Service, 

Save Thousands!!

1.5%
ONLY!

JUST SAY NO TO 6%!

FULL SERVICE 
LISTING COMMISSION
$4,500 Savings On $300,000 Home
$6,000 Savings On $400,000 Home
$7,500 Savings On $500,000 Home
$9,000 Savings on $600,000 Home

Including 
Multiple
Listing 
Service!
If your home is 
currently listed, 
this is not a 
solicitation.

www.UtahListForLess.com

WE 
HAVE SAVED 

OUR CUSTOMERS  OVER $2,000,000  
IN REAL ESTATE 
COMMISSIONS  

IN THE LAST  
15 YEARS

local life

Get Outside
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

Quit paying for your gym membership this summer and get outside. 
You’ll get a nice tan, soak up some Vitamin D, maybe lose some 

weight and save some money. That’s what I call a win-win-win-win 
situation.
Here’s a list of some of my favorite places to exercise outside:
1.  Jordan River Parkway Trail: The parkway includes more than 

40 miles of paved trails lining the Jordan River through three 
counties, and it’s the ideal place to bike, run, walk the dog or even 
roller skate. It’s highly accessible, perfect for distance training 
and rests at a cooler temperature than the nearby area because of 
its proximity to the river. Visit jordanrivercommision.com for a 
map of all trailheads.

2.  West Jordan City’s Veterans Memorial Park: It’s 99 acres of 
park at 8030 S. 1825 West and includes a HUGE country-western 
themed, wooden playground that will knock your socks off. If 
you bring your kids, you’re sure to burn a few calories as you 
chase them around. You may also want to enjoy tennis, baseball, 
basketball or volleyball.

3.  Draper Hikes: Since part of Draper is built on the side of a 
mountain, it’s the prime place to hike. It’s close to home, but it 
has scenic views and will still make your legs burn if you choose 
a trail with a significant grade. The trails are of varying difficulty 
and they’re listed on the city website at draper.ut.us. You won’t 
get bored because they have more than 35 options. Thank you, 
Draper.

4.  SoJo Race Series: I don’t know if you know this, but South Jordan 
is really into running. They host eight races a year, including races 
from a 2.5K to a marathon. They decided to offer free Runner 
Socials this year to help runners network and get tips from 
dieticians, physical therapists and others. If you’re interested, 
follow SoJo Marathon/Half Marathon/5k on Facebook for more 
details on runner’s socials.

5.  Gary C. Swensen Valley Regional Park: This park at 5100 
South 2700 in Taylorsville is a great place to bring a group of 
people to play sports. It’s not as crowded as some other parks in 
the valley and it still offers volleyball and basketball. It’s also 
unique because it’s the only place I know of in the valley that 
offers the use of a disk golf course for free.

6.  Centennial Park: I grew up going to this small Riverton Park at 
13000 S. 2700 W. At the park there’s several small hills. The small 
hills are perfect to run up and down for runners to train on.

7.  Bingham Creek Trail: Leave the skateboards and scooters at 
home on this trail. This 1.3-mile trail, stemming from Colter Bay 
Cir. west of 4000 West in West Jordan to 4500 Skye Dr. in South 
Jordan is made of gravel. Although you can run on this trail, I 
recommend biking. Horses are also welcome on the trail, but I’ve 
never done that because I don’t have a horse.

8.  Riverton City Park: Take your pick – Riverton City Park has 
Tennis, Pickle ball, volleyball, horseshoes and basketball. It’s all 
located at 12830 Redwood Rd. They also have three metal work-
out stations that give instructions of simple exercises you can do 
while at the park.

9.  Constitution Park: If it rains this summer, you can still work-out 
outside. Put on some clothes that dry quickly, grab some friends 
or family members, and head over to Constitution Park at 7000 
S. 3200 West in West Jordan. The park dips in on all sides and it 
fills up with water as it rains. Play soccer through the huge water 
puddle throughout the park. You’ll be sliding all over the place. 
Soccer has never been so much fun.
Now that I’ve let you in on all of my secrets, what are you waiting 

for? Call Vasa or 24-hour fitness and cancel your membership. You 
don’t need them anymore.

You’re Welcome.    l

A view of the Jordan River Parkway – one of the best places to work-out outside in the Salt Lake Valley area. – Tori 
La Rue
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For people who want to be part of a great team!
CAREER OPPORTUNITIES

FLEXIBLE HOURS — FULL & PART TIME
COMPETITIVE PAY

WE HAVE HOURS AVAILABLE THAT WILL 
WORK FOR ANYONE’S SCHEDULE!

Parents: While your children are  
at school you could work for us.

Students: We have hours
that let you work after school.

NOW
HIRING

APPLY AT:

McDonald’s and McDonald’s independently owned and operated franchises  
are equal opportunity employers committed to a diverse and inclusive workforce.

LOCATIONS
WWW.CAREERSATCANDR.COM

5571 S. Redwood Rd., Taylorsville 
4217 S. Redwood Rd., Taylorsville 
5469 S. Redwood Rd., Taylorsville 

3900 W. 5400 S. Kearns 

sports

Girls Golf: Team or Individual Sport?
By Jessica Thompson

For Riley Coe and Kayla Bradley golf 
isn’t just an individual sport but a 

chance to work as a team. Coe, team 
captain, has been a part of Taylorsville 
High School’s golf team for two years and 
feels golf has given her a chance to be more 
supportive of others.

“Being a part of a team is so extremely 
important,” Coe said. “I firmly believe that 
it teaches you life skills that you couldn’t 
learn anywhere else. Being on a team 
teaches you to be supportive, determined, 
reliable, outgoing and without a doubt 
teaches you to get along with people 
and create friendships that you wouldn’t 
normally have.”

For other golf player, Bradley, golf is 
just as much about the individual as it is 
about the team.

“Golf is really such an individual 
sport, but I love the aspect that we are 
all still a team,” Bradley said. “We work 
individually, but we still have the support 
of one another and share the same goals. 
We respect each other’s differences and 
work together to improve our golf skills as 
a team.”

The first time Bradley picked up a 
golf club was on the morning of tryouts 
for Taylorsville’s girls golf team, but that 
hasn’t stopped her from being noticed by 
her coach.

“Kayla Bradley is new this year; she is 
a very fast learner, delightful to be around, 
and a natural leader,” Coach Jace Hymas 
said.  

Bradley has learned so much from her 
first year of golf.

“I’ve learned you have to take time 
and practice as much as you can to do well 
or to improve,” Bradley said. “You have to 

work for it and not just expect to play well. 
It takes hard work, practice and dedication. 
I love the game of golf.”

The highlight of Bradley’s golf season 
has been making friends with her teammates 
as well as girls from other schools.

Coe is also grateful for the chance golf 
has given her to make a lot of new friends.

“I really like when we go to a 
tournament, you go with a bunch of girls 
you don’t know and by the end of the day 
you’re good friends with all of them, its 
super cool!” Coe said. “The highlight of my 
season has been being able to be captain to 
such awesome girls. We all just go out and 
have fun.”

Her coach, Hymas, is grateful for what 
a reliable captain she has turned out to be.

“She is very reliable and also a great 
example and leader,” Hymas said.

Playing golf has taught Coe how to be 
patient, determined, self-disciplined and 
independent.  

Hymas has enjoyed his time coaching 
the girls golf team.

“I love coaching these girls,” Hymas 
said. “They are so fun to be around, and 
I enjoy being a part of their high school 
experience. Golf is one of the things that 
can make high school fun and these girls 
take that fact seriously. They know how to 
have fun.”

No matter the debate between 
individual or team sport, golf has given 
these two girls a chance to connect with 
something bigger than themselves.

“The game of golf makes me happy,” 
Bradley said. “I like the challenge and 
the excitement that comes with each 
tournament and the ability to control how 
hard, how far and where to hit the ball.”   l

The first time Kayla Bradley picked up a golf club was 
the morning of Taylorsville High School girl’s golf team 
tryouts.
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Taking Care of
YOUR FAMILY’S NEEDS

EVERY STEP
OF THE WAY.

Full Circle.
Your loved one will never 

leave our care and you will receive 
the highest levels of service.

130 Years
OF TRUST

LarkinMortuary.com

Larkin Mortuary
260 East South Temple

Salt Lake City, UT 84111
 (801) 363-5781

Larkin Sunset Gardens
1950 East Dimple Dell Road 

(10600 S.) • Sandy, UT 84092
(801) 571-2771

Larkin Sunset Lawn
2350 East 1300 South

Salt Lake City, UT 84108
(801) 582-1582

Larkin Mortuary Riverton
3688 West 12600 South

Riverton, UT 84065
(801) 254-4850
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Host Your Next Birthday Party 
at GRINS & FINS

WATER PARK

Birthday Party Package Includes:
Reserved Party Room & 

Water Park Access for 2.5 Hours
10 Wristbands - Party Host
Party Room Decorations 

Decorations Include: balloon bouquet, tablecloths, 
private party sign, Happy Birthday banner

Party Package - $200.00 ($7/person)
Food Package Includes: 2 Lg. 2-topping pizzas, 

2 orders of breadsticks w/4 drink pitchers
A $75 deposit due at the time of booking. 

One adult chaperone required per 10 children. Max 
Capacity 40. No outside food or drink 

(except cake & ice cream).

RESERVATIONS:
Contact Vika Satini at
801-746-8400 

sports

Members of the Same Team for 14 years
By Jessica Thompson

Braden DeBenedictis and Ardan 
Larsen have been playing 

baseball for Taylorsville since they 
were 4 and 6 years old, respectively. 
Now graduated seniors, both boys 
have finished off their high school 
baseball season with the same team 
they started with so many years 
before.

“The highlight of the season 
for me was finishing my baseball 
career with the same kids I started 
it with,” Larsen said. “Nothing 
could beat the feeling of playing 
with kids you trust and who are 
also some of your closest friends.”

This team that has been with 
Larsen for the 12 years has taught 
him many life lessons, including a 
great lesson on friendship.

“When I look back at being 
part of the team I was on, the kids 
I played with helped me grow into 
the person I am today,” he said. 
Without them, and the game, my 
life would be very different from 
what it is now. The biggest life 
lesson I’ve gained from baseball 
is friendship. Whenever we lost 
or I wasn’t playing well, I always 
knew that no matter how low I felt 
at any point in time the kids that 
surrounded me were still going to 
help me rise and be the greatest 
friends and teammates.”

Teammate DeBenedictis feels 
playing baseball is all about being 
there for his teammates that he’s 
been playing with for 14 years.

“Being a part of a team is very 

important in baseball,” he said. 
“It’s not like other sports where 
one guy can potentially carry the 
whole team on his back. In baseball 
you all have to work together and 
individually to complete a goal that 
you have set. Being a team means 
that you have each other’s back 
no matter what happens during the 
process or what the outcome is. My 
favorite aspect of the game is the 
team I played for. We are all very 
good friends and have played on 
the same team together for 14 years 
in a row.”

Baseball has taught 
DeBenedictis many life lessons, 
but the one that stands out the most 
is what he learned about failure.

“Baseball has taught me how 
to deal with failure,” DeBenedictis 
said. “In life, I have failed many 
times as well as in baseball. 
Baseball has taught me to wipe 
off failure immediately after it 
happens. If I make an error, so 
what, next pitch. If I fail a test, so 
what, next test. Baseball has taught 
me that if I keep failing, it will only 
drive me to work harder and harder 
to achieve success. Baseball has 
molded me into the person I am 
today.”

Whether it is the way baseball 
relives stress or the competitive 
nature of the game, both boys 
love the way playing the game of 
baseball makes them feel.  

“When I play baseball, there 
are tons of different feelings that I 

Ardan Larsen, Taylorsville High School graduated senior, feels baseball 
has given him the opportunity to gain lifelong friendships as well as learn 
lifelong lessons. –Ardan Larsen

Taylorsville High School baseball player Braden DeBenedictis loves how 
playing baseball is a great stress reliever. –Braden DeBenedictis

feel, but the biggest one for me is pride,” 
Larsen said. “I’ve played for a Taylorsville 
team my whole life, and there’s nothing 
better than winning for your city.”   l
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The days are growing longer and warmer, and that means 
many county residents are looking for things to do out-

side this summer. We are blessed to live in the beautiful state 
of Utah, with countless scenic locations that draw locals and 
outsiders alike. But residents don’t have to go far to enjoy the 
bright summer days and pleasant evenings outside.

 Salt Lake County is home to over 70 parks throughout the 
valley, as well as 25 designated open space areas. From struc-
tured activities and events, to reservable outdoor amenities, to 
simple green space areas to get away from it all, there are plenty 
of options to enjoy the summer.

 You might wonder why the county has such a plethora of 
outdoor spaces for its residents. The answer is simple: we are 
committed to creating an environment in which our residents 
can thrive. More than just an entity charged with providing ba-
sic governmental services, Salt Lake County is invested in the 
well-being of its residents. Healthy, wholesome activities that 
foster families and friendships is an important part of that suc-
cess.

 We want Salt Lake County to be a great place to live, 
work, raise a family, and recreate. Outdoor venues for a vari-

ety of activities contribute to good mental and physical health, 
and increase the sense of community our residents feel. We 
work better together as friends neighbors, and—yes elected 
officials—when we have a strong emotional investment in our 
community. I firmly believe adequate open spaces contribute to 
this community approach.

 Whenever I face a budgetary decision in my role as a 
member of the County Council, I always ask myself some key 
questions. First, is this the proper role of government? In our 
zeal to solve problems and provide resources to our residents, 
it’s always helpful to constantly remind ourselves what the ap-
propriate role of county government is. Second, is this an effi-
cient and effective use of taxpayer dollars? We want to make 
sure any government funded program, facility, or resource is 
operating with sound principles. And third, is this in accordance 
with the wishes of the taxpayers? Our job is to represent the 
people and their priorities as the public servants that we are.

 The county’s open space amenities meet all three of these 
questions with a resounding yes. Open spaces are by definition 
a public good, our Parks and Rec department is a great example 
of efficiency, and voters have shown again and again the value 

they place on parks and open space.
We can always improve in our administration and man-

agement of county resources, and we welcome public input to 
help us do that. But I for one am pleased to live in a county that 
values the benefits to health and community that our beautiful 
outdoor spaces provide.

 So this summer gather up the kids or grab your friends and 
come visit one of our many parks or open spaces. I hope to see 
you out there!  l

Green Space, Family Activities Contrib-
ute to CountyQuality of Life

We can always improve in our 
administration and management of 
county resources, and we welcome public 
input to help us do that. 

Elementary Students Create Opera
By Tori La Rue | tori@mycityjournals.com

First and second grade students at Arcadia Elementary School 
transformed into bunnies, dinosaurs, caterpillars and spider ninjas 

as they performed their self-written operas on May 20.
“It was really fun because you got to act a lot,” Fadilah Salami, 7, 

said. “You get to show the experience to lots of people, and you get to 
be famous.”

This is the third year that Caryn Johnson’s class has participated in 
Utah Festival Opera & Musical Theatre’s Opera by Children program. 
All year the students come up with a storyline for their opera with 
Johnson, and then a music specialist creates a custom melody and 
background track for the opera based on students’ interpretations of 
what their song should sound like.

“It is really a student-led program,” Johnson said. “You just have to 
have faith in them that it will come together. Sometimes we have to put 
it up to a class vote for them to narrow down their ideas, but you try to 
keep as many as you can.”

Johnson said she loves the program because she thinks it helps 
students gain confidence. It’s not an easy program, and when they see 
the end result, they realize they can do hard things, she said.

Fadilah said she was really scared to perform to fill her role as an 
explorer in her class’ opera, but she said she kept telling herself that 
nothing would go wrong, which helped her to calm down. In the end, 
Fadilah said she loved getting up on stage.

Jack Winward, another student, said his favorite part was when he 
got to argue on stage. Jack and his twin brother were in the same opera 
and dressed up like explorers and dinosaurs. The boys’ mother made 
late night trips to Walmart to get materials for the costumes, and the 
family created the costumes together, Mathew Winward, the children’s 
father, said.

“Honestly this program was much better than I expected,” the 
father said. “You always want to come to these kinds of things to see 
your kids, but I think it was actually a good program, regardless of that.”

Sarah Jones said she was excited to see the program that her son 
Porter Jones had been working on at school.

“He tried to keep the program a surprise,” Jones said. “We’d ask 
him about it at home, but he wouldn’t tell us, so it was fun to see him 
up there.”

Porter said he didn’t like how the opera turned out but said 
participating in it was more fun than doing math or reading.

Overall, Johnson said that most of the students really enjoyed 
the opera, and she said it was a valuable learning experience for them 
because it taught them about storytelling and team work. Johnson plans 
to continue the program at Arcadia Elementary School Next Year.

For more information on the Opera by Children program, visit: 
operabychildren.org.   l

Arcadia Elementary School students sing while 
dressed as ninja spiders during a performance of their 
self-written opera. – Tori La Rue

Students introduce their self-written opera at Arcadia 
Elementary School. The students created the opera 
through Utah Festival Opera & Musical Theatre’s 
Opera by Children program. – Tori La Rue

education

“You get to show the experience to lots of people, and you get to be famous.”
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Nelson Brothers

New Donors: Bring in this coupon to Biomat USA 
Taylorsville redeem for a special bonus!

Save Lives Donate Plasma.

2520 W 4700 S
Taylorsville, UT 84118

(801) 965-9160

Earn up to
$280every month!

Walk-ins Welcome

Required items:
MATCHING Social 
Security Card & photo I.D.

1A

Hours of Operation
Monday–Friday: 7:00 a.m.–7:00 p.m.
Saturday: 7:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

www.grifolsplasma.com

Ask about 
our buddy 

bonus!

Now Hirin
g 

EARN 
 extra cash!

BE INVOLVED 
 in the 
 community. 

WRITE 
for the 
 City Journals. 

Send a resume and writing sample to bryan@mycityjournals.com

Dining

Nightlife
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for Big Deals!

   Full Price?

What?!!!

www.CityJournalDeals.com

Student housing has been on my mind as my son, Jacob, pre-
pares for college. While we’re focusing on ACT prep, per-

fecting his GPA, and finishing that Eagle Scout for the finishing 
touch on his college applications, my mind is going full speed 
ahead.

Finding the right type of housing in Utah will help define 
Jacob’s college experience. So, I was excited to sit down with 
Pat Nelson, CEO of Nelson-Brothers Property Management 
(managing over 19 student housing properties throughout the 
country, including University Gateway, University Towers, 9 
& 9 Lofts, Park Plaza, 900 Factory, and Alpine Flats in Utah) 
to get some tips on how to choose the best student housing. 
Here are four things to consider before you put money down 
on that first month’s rent.

1. Does it make life efficient and easy?
Securing housing that places your student in proximity to ev-
erything he or she needs can be tricky, but will make a big 
difference over time. “People don't realize how much 10-15 
minutes a day adds up over four years,” said Nelson. “Make 
sure you choose a place that makes your student’s life efficient 
so they spend time on what is most important.” Ultimately, if 
Jacob’s life is more efficient, mine will be too.

2. Is it safe?
The location is a plus, but the condition of the property needs 
to be evaluated. For example, are the units equipped with car-
bon monoxide alarms and lighted hallways? Is it in a good 
neighborhood? How well does the management care for the 
property? Do I feel comfortable around the other residents? 
Look for properties that are near public transportation and 
provide safe and well-lighted parking.

3. Is it priced right?
Do you rent the nicest apartment or the one that’s budget 
friendly? The answer is to consider your needs and the ame-
nities the housing provides. “Some properties may charge 
more, but they offer on-site laundry facilities, a fully furnished 
unit, a swimming pool, free Wi-Fi, a fitness center, or a game 
room,” said Nelson. “The cost of many of those features is 

figured into the rent and could save you money overall. Even 
more importantly, it can give students more time at the library 
instead of hassling with the laundromat or constantly search-
ing for the nearest Wi-Fi hotspot.”

Before you scratch the upscale apartments off your list, 
add up the cost of the perks—it might be worth it.

4. Does it have the right vibe?
Different apartment complexes have different vibes—you’ll 
be happiest with one that suits your student's lifestyle best. “A 
law student may not want to live in a highly social complex,” 
said Nelson. “Rather, he or she will probably need a quieter, 
more academic environment. In contrast, an incoming fresh-
man may enjoy an environment with a robust social network.”

To ensure your student’s home away from home will be 
sweet, allow yourself enough time to consider factors like the 
freshman experience, location, safety, price, and social ele-
ment of the available properties.

For more information on Nelson Brothers’ Utah proper-
ties, please visit: www.nelsonbrothersutah.com.

Next article: “Why You Should Live in Student Housing 
Even When You Are Local”   l

Student Housing: The parent’s Guide to Finding the Perfect Fit
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Nothing to do with Coupons – 
An Evening at Red Butte Gardens with 

the Monkees

Last week some friends and I enjoyed the 
musical stylings of the Monkees at Red 

Butte Garden. Being a Monkees generation 
Baby Boomer, who dreamed of one day 
marring Davey Jones, I could not wait to see 
them. Dawning my tie-dyed style neon shirt 
I was ready to sing every song right along 
with them.

 Now, I could go on about how to save 
money when attending a concert at Red 
Butte. What’s allowed, what to bring, how to 
get tickets, where to park, but I’m feeling the 
need to deviate from the money saving genre 
for a moment.

 When the Monkees performed Shades 
of Gray they expressed that it was time for us 
to rock out with the dearly departed Davey 
Jones. They told us because of the shootings 
in Florida just 3 days earlier, this song was far 
too emotional for them to sing it alone. They 
then brought up video and the voice of Davey 
singing the song as they played and we sung 
along.

 In light of what’s going on in the world 
and right here in our own country the audi-

ence and the performers (Dolenz and Tork) 
were overwhelmed with sorrow while per-
forming. It was an emotional moment that 
left me, and I imagine a great many of the 
audience with tears in our eyes.

 Some dear friends of mine are an in-
terracial couple that have been married for 
many years. They are an amazing family rais-
ing 4 great kids, that routinely give back to 
the community. She mentioned the other day 
that while dining at a restaurant right here, 
in the self proclaimed most tolerant state in 
America, that when the server presented the 
check(s) they had been separated for each 
to pay their own. When asked, the waitress 
admitted she had made assumption and apol-
ogized. My friend chuckled and went on to 
tell me that this was not an isolated incident 
and that these things happen all the time. It 
was just something they live with, something 
that has become routine. She stated that this 
was mild compared to some of what they’ve 
experienced.

 Our religious leaders of every faith 
preach kindness and tolerance daily, that it 

is not for us to judge. They are right, it isn’t. 
Yet, I’m often scratching my head as they are 
the very ones that fight against protecting all 
peoples right to live peaceably within their 
own core religious values. They judge other 
religions as wrong and untrue, they fight for 
laws remaining restrictive, passing judgment 
on those who don’t conform to the attitude 
that they “know best” what is right for each 
of us. Then when something like Florida hap-
pens they tell us we must be a less hateful and 
a more tolerant people. 

 Don’t get me wrong, I’m a very spiri-
tual person, but until all leaders of this coun-
try start teaching the real meaning of peace 
and tolerance and lead by example instead of 
words, how will it ever get better? Won’t we 
just continue on this slippery path? As some-
one that lived through the hate that was going 
on during the Shades of Gray era, myself, and 
I’m sure the 47 families, that today are living 
without a loved one, can say it’s definitely not 
getting any better.   l

4879 South Redwood Rd
Taylorsville, UT  84123

801-288-9898
www.hiddenpeakscoffee.com

Have  
a 12oz 
coffee 
on us!

limit 1 per customer with coupon

All You Can Eat Buffet
chinese    sushi    mongolian

Over 200 Items!
801-969-6666

5668 South Redwood Road
Taylorsville, UT 84123

Mon-Thur: 11am -9:30pm
Fri & Sat: 11am - 10pm  Sunday: 11am - 9pm

Model NOW OPEN!  
Starting in the $250’s

• MAIN FLOOR LIVING  • CLUBHOUSE  • CONVENIENT LOCATION

David Madsen | Realtor | Cell: (801) 916-6366
3150 South 7200 West, West Valley

Now Hiring 
BEAT WRITERS

Earn extra cash. Be involved in the 
community. Write for the City Journals. 
Send a resume and writing sample to 

bryan@mycityjournals.com

HealthMarkets Insurance Agency is the d/b/a, or assumed name, of Insphere Insurance Solutions, Inc. which is licensed as an insurance agency 
in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Not all agents are licensed to sell all products. Service and product availability varies by state.
HMIA000589

801-694-7378
Lynda Talbot

Licensed Insurance Agent 

Lynda Talbot, Licensed Insurance Agent
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A Voice Crying in the Wilderness

Summer means camping. Outdoor living is a wonderful way 
to acquaint your children with Lyme disease, tourniquets, 

tick removal, poison ivy, skunk identification, rabid chipmunks 
and tent life. Why go to a hotel when you can sleep on the 
ground in a Ziploc bag?

It’s a mythological fact that camping builds character. Okay, 
I’ll admit camping builds some characters; the Unabomber 
comes to mind. After living in a remote cabin with no electricity 
or running water, Mr. Unabomber started a nationwide bombing 
crusade. 

But still, families plan extravagant camping adventures 
and look forward to spending an inordinate amount of time 
living like squatters in the mountains with their loved ones. 
Their days are filled with card games, sing-alongs, murderous 
rage and fishing. 

And by the way, fishing is not a sport. “Sport” indicates a 
level of exertion, sweat and training. I’ve never seen a sport that 
involves kicking back in a camp chair and swilling a cold beer 
while holding onto a stick. It could easily be confused with the 
sport of TV watching.

One of my daughters refused to even cast a fishing line, 
afraid she might hit a trout on the head with a lure, causing it to 
need glasses for the rest of its fishy life.

Hiking is another fun camp activity, if “fun” means you 
enjoy carrying toddlers for a 4-hour hike that would have taken 

only 20 minutes if they would walk like a functioning person. 
And who can forget the hellish outhouses where you 

just know there’s a snake coiled up behind you or a spider 
creeping around the toilet seat or a swarm of wasps waiting 
for you to exit.

When nighttime rolls around and it’s time to build a fire, 
you soon realize it should be called building a smoke. All the 
green wood your kids gathered creates billows of hot, grey air 
that infiltrates every piece of clothing you own. Plus, the wind 
blows through the campfire, distributing hot ash, eye-melting 

smoke and pieces of exploding branches so everyone around the 
fire can enjoy the great outdoors.

Once you finally have a campfire merrily dancing in the 
pit (usually around 2 a.m.), it’s fun to roast marshmallows that 
your kids won’t eat because they’re burnt, and look at the stars.

Me: Aren’t the stars beautiful?
Daughter #1: It’s making my neck hurt. Can I stop looking?
Me: No. 
Daughter #2: What if a star fell on us right now?
Daughters #3 and #4: (Crying because they don’t want a 

star to fall on them.)
Me: Forget it. Go get in your Ziploc bags.
Safety is always a concern when camping. “Don’t Feed the 

Bears” signs encourage campers to lock food in the car so bears 
don’t get into your Oreos. Shouldn’t the signs also warn you 
that a bear can easily shred your tent, looking for juicy, human-
flavored tidbits? But, hey, as long as the Oreo cookies are safe.

Once camp is over, a miracle happens. Everyone forgets 
the scraped-shins, fire-singed fingers, burned breakfasts, lost 
underwear and temper tantrums. And suddenly you’re planning 
next year’s camping trip to acquaint your children with 
dehydration, crazy hermits, leaf toilet paper, stinging nettle, 
wet socks, outdoor swearing and organic granola. Because why 
go to a restaurant when you can eat soot-covered hot dogs in a 
rainstorm?   lTAYLORSVILLE




