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4 Mobility      

Taylorsville is centrally located in the Salt Lake Valley with ideal opportunities for connectivity τfrom walkable parks 
and trails to easily accessed highways and transit. We strive to create safe mobility systems that serve people of all 
ages and abilities, bring people closer to our city Ωs vibrant centers of education, business, and recreation, and connect 
our residents to regional destinations.  
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Automobiles need quantity  
and pedestrians need quality. 
Dan Burden 
Cofounder and former Executive Director of the  
Walkable and Livable Communities Institute.  

Time magazine named Burden as one of the six most important civic innovators in the world and 
Planetizen honored him as one of the 100 most significant urban thinkers of all time. In 2014 the White 
House recognized Burden as one of the top ten Champions of Change in Transportation. 

http://www.walklive.org/
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Chapter 4 Contents:  

4.1 Current Conditions  

4.2 Community Vision  

Goal: Create transportation systems that safely and efficiently serve 
people of all ages and abilities through a variety of modes to connect 
people to centers of education, business, recreation, and regional 
destinations as well as provide connections to and within adjacent 
neighborhoods. Enhance community identity by emphasizing design 
quality and community aesthetics in roadway development. 

Mobility systems influence far more than simply getting from point A to point B. Transportation 

arrangements can also impact land use decisions, physical and mental health, recreation, the 

environment, economic development, and the overall quality of life in a community.  The travel 

corridors of a city are also a major part of the communityés æpublic realm,ç meaning the physical 

design of transportation systems can also impact community identity and the Cityés image. As 

such an integral part of a community, the transportation system must meet the needs of all 

residents of the community including seniors, youth, those with disabilities, those dependent on 

public transportation, and those desiring alternative transportation options.  

The planning of mobility and circulation systems must recognize this impact on the City and 

provide a responsive and effective transportation network that enhances all elements of the 

community.  Road and street designs that recognize the effects on neighborhoods, community 

image, and public safety should be a characteristic of the Taylorsville mobility system and all 

future transportation decisions.  

Future mobility improvement projects should be constructed with the intent of advancing the 

land use ambitions, livability, community character, economic prosperity, and environmental 

goals of the City. 

Taylorsville General Plan 

Chapter 4: Mobility  

Illustration 4.0.1 

Planning for a diverse transportation system. 

Transportation planning in Taylorsville must consider 

multiple forms of mobility to address the needs of all 

residents of the community.  
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4.1 Mobility Current Conditions 
The regional dispersal of employment, shopping, food options, medical needs, and other service

-related destinations combines with a car-centric infrastructure to make the automobile the 

predominant transportation option available to those living in, working in, and visiting 

Taylorsville.  

According to 2021 American Community Survey 5-year estimates, 72.2% of Taylorsville 

commuters reported driving alone and 14.4% carpooled, which is 1.2% and 4.1% greater than 

overall Salt Lake County, respectively. This results in below average usage of public 

transportation and walking/biking, with rates of 1.9% and 1.1%, respectively [see Table 4.1.1]. 

This auto-centric transportation system contributes to obesity and other public health ills 1 and is 

a major contributor to poor air quality in the Salt Lake Valley.  

In recent decades the Salt Lake Metro area has become increasingly multi-modal with increased 

bicycle facilities, pedestrian trail routes, and public transit development. Taylorsville, however, 

has largely remained auto-oriented with most opportunities for multi -modal mobility outside of 

the Cityés boundaries. Many residents have expressed a desire for better options for walking, 

cycling and public transit, and saw the lack of safe and convenient facilities as the greatest 

barrier to active and public transportation systems. 

Additionally, some automotive transportation corridors in the City lack aesthetic value and 

consequently impact economic development, community pride, and neighborhood stability.  

Automotive 
The City of Taylorsville is traversed by state and regional highways and contains a number of 

high volume roads that connect with adjoining communities. Due to Taylorsvilleés central 

location in the Salt Lake Valley, and minimal route options for commuters leading to vehicles 

being funneled onto a few major streets, many of its roads are burdened with traffic from 

adjacent communities as motorists travel throughout the Valley. This creates significant 

congestion at peak times, particularly along Redwood Road, 6200 South, 5400 South, 4700 

South, Bangerter Highway, and Interstate 215.  

The street system in Taylorsville is a mixture of State and City-owned roads on a hybrid grid 

network. State roads include Interstate 215, State Route 68 (Redwood Road), State Route 266 

(4700 South from the I-215 Interchange to the eastern City boundary), State Route 173 (5400 

South), State Route 154 (Bangerter Highway) and other circulation systems on State property 

such as the Salt Lake Community College campus and the Utah State Office Complex (see Map 

4.1.3).  The Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) has jurisdiction over these roads while 

the City of Taylorsville retains ownership and control over all other public streets in the City. The 

mix of controlling jurisdictions on Taylorsvilleés roads presents challenges in managing roadway 

Mode Taylorsville Salt Lake  

County 

Drive Alone 72.2% 71.0% 

Carpool 14.4% 10.3% 

Public Transportation 1.9% 2.8% 

Walk 0.9% 0.6% 

Bicycle 0.2% 1.9% 

Work at Home 10.1% 12.6% 

Other 0.4% 1% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2021 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimate 

Table 4.1.1 

Means of Transportation to Work ð 2021 

Taylorsville commuting habits are largely representative of 

the County as a whole, with slightly higher rates of 

automotive use and slightly lower rates of public and active 

transportation.  

Mode 2000 2014 2021 

Drive Alone 80.0% 80.0% 72.2% 

Carpool 13.1% 13.3% 14.4% 

Public Transportation 2.1% 2.0% 1.9% 

Walk/Bicycle 1.1% 1.1% 0.9% 

Work at Home 3.2% 3.0% 10.1% 

Other 0.4% 0.8% 0.8% 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, American Community Survey. 

Table 4.1.2 

Means of Transportation to Work ð 2000 to 2021 

Taylorsvilleõs pre-pandemic commuting habits stayed 

largely consistent through the first two decades of the 

twenty-first century. With an increase in Taylorsville 

residents working from home, however, automotive 

commuting was significantly reduced during and after the 

pandemic. 
1 Howard Frumkin, Lawrence D. Frank, and Richard J. Jackson, Urban Sprawl and Public Health (Island Press 2004) 



 

Taylorsville General Plan Chapter 4: Mobility   4-5

 

Map 4.1.3: Roadways Under State Jurisdiction 
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maintenance, improvement programs, and signal coordination. Cooperation between UDOT and 

Taylorsville will continue to be essential for making proper decisions about state-owned roads 

and adjacent properties. 

All of Taylorsvilleés major roadways enter the City from neighboring cities and some roads form 

the boundaries between communities, such as 4015 West separating the City from the 

unincorporated township of Kearns, and 4100, South, 2700 West and 4700 South forming the 

boundary between Taylorsville and West Valley City. 

Functional Classification System 

Based on future and existing travel demand, existing and planned rights-of-way, and local and 

regional roles that each roadway plays, the roadway network has been classified into functional 

groups. The functional classification system for the City of Taylorsville is indicated in Map 4.1.5. 

The functional classification system reflects the recommended number of travel lanes, access 

control, roadway capacity, speed, and rights-of-way.  

Interstate Classification: 

A road with a Freeway Classification is a regional facility that has interchanges at entrance 

and exit points about every three to five miles and has three or more lanes in each direction 

separated by a median. Freeways are typically designed for speed limits up to 70 miles per 

hour (mph).  

Á Interstate 215 (I-215). Currently the only roadway in the City with a Freeway Classification 

is Interstate-215 (also known locally as the æBelt Routeç). The 29-mile freeway was 

constructed between 1963 and 1989, opening in Taylorsville in 1976. Two I-215 freeway 

interchanges are located in Taylorsville at 4700 South and Redwood Road. I-215 was 

expanded to the current 10-lane configuration in 2017. A new south bound frontage 

road has recently been completed west of the freeway north of 4700 South.  

No Access/Limited Access Highway Classification: 

The No Access Highway Classification is for regional transportation facilities that are 

accessed only from arterial streets through interchanges or at-grade crossings. No access is 

provided to or from collector streets, local streets, or adjacent private properties. This 

classification typically has two or more lanes in each direction separated by a median and is 

designed for speeds of 55 to 65 mph.  

Á Bangerter Highway. Bangerter Highway is the only road in Taylorsville classified as a No 

Access Highway.  Historically, access to and from Bangerter Highway in Taylorsville has 

been via at-grade intersections at 6200 South, 5400 South, and 4700 South. In an 

attempt to improve safety and traffic flow, the Utah Department of Transportation 

began a retrofit of each of the crossings in 2017, converting them to grade separated 

intersections (Illustration 4.1.4). 5400 South was completed in 2017 and 6200 South in 

2022. 4700 South is currently under design and should be completed by 2025. Although 

still in process, the intersection conversions have significantly improved traffic flow and 

Illustration 4.1.4 

Bangerter Intersection Retrofits. 

Bangerter Highway at 6200 South in 2017 (above) and 2022 

(below).  
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Map 4.1.5: Functional Classification Map 
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 safety on the highway and will help accommodate anticipated traffic growth in future 

years.  

Major Arterial Classification: 

Principal Arterial facilities serve multiple jurisdictions and generally consist of rights-of-way 

of five to seven lanes and 106 feet or more in width. Principal Arterials connect freeways, 

highways, other arterials, and provide access to collector streets. In some cases, private 

properties and local streets gain access from Principle Arterials although UDOT and the City 

attempt to limit vehicle access as much as possible to ensure traffic safety and efficiency. 

Average daily vehicle counts generally range between 30,000 and 60,000 with traffic speeds 

usually set between 40 and 55 mph. A majority of Principal Arterials in Taylorsville are owned 

by and under the jurisdiction of the UDOT. 

Á Redwood Road. Redwood Road is the longest surface street in Salt Lake County running 

north -south all the way from Davis to Utah County. The street is all or partly located in 

Taylorsville from 4100 South to 6650 South. With average daily vehicle counts of 77,000 

trips per day (2019), the Redwood Road segment between 6200 South and the I-215 

interchange is the most traveled surface street in Utah. The road segment from 5400 

South to the I-215 interchange is also one of the most traveled surface streets in the 

County with approximately 70,000 average trips per day.  

Á 4700 South. 4700 South is a major east-west corridor in the regional transportation 

system with direct freeway access to both I-215 in Taylorsville and I-15 in Murray. The 

Mid-Valley Express Bus Rapid Transit project will be located on the 4700 South corridor 

for approximately 2.42 miles from East Atherton Drive (800 West) to 2700 West, with 

dedicated lanes and center running stations east of Redwood Road. Despite heavy auto 

congestion, the 4700 South/I-215 interchange vicinity (2200 West to 2700 West) is 

emerging as a highly desirable economic development destination. Options to reduce 

vehicle congestion in this area continue to be explored including road widening, 

building new I -215 frontage roads, reconfiguring the 2700 West intersection, and re-

aligning the intersection at Chentelle Drive (2600 West).  4700 South east of Redwood 

Road is classified as Limited Access Arterial 

Á 5400 South. 5400 South is also a major east-west roadway in the regional transportation 

system. The street extends from approximately 600 East to Highway U-111 

(approximately 7400 West) and has direct freeway access to I-15 in Murray. To improve 

east-west mobility during peak driving times, in 2012 UDOT installed  æreversable flexç 

lanes on 5400 South from 1985 West to 3700 West. The reversible lanes add eastbound 

road capacity during morning peak drive times and add westbound capacity in the 

evening (Illustration 4.1.6).   

Illustration 4.1.6 

5400 South Reversible Flex Lanes. 

Reversible Flex Lanes on 5400 South enable increased 

automobile capacity during morning and evening peak 

times. The road features four east bound lanes during the 

AM peak and four westbound lanes during the PM peak. 
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Minor Arterial Classification 

These facilities serve multiple jurisdictions and consist of between four to five lanes in 84+ 

feet of right -of-way. Average daily vehicle counts are typically between 15,000 and 30,000. 

All streets in this classification are locally owned and controlled by Taylorsville or the 

applicable city where roads form municipal boundaries. Vehicle access to Arterial streets 

from adjacent properties is limited where possible. Traffic speeds are generally set between 

35 and 45 mph. 

Á 2700 West. 2700 West is one of the longest non-principal arterial streets in Salt Lake 

County extending from 900 South in Salt Lake City to 15000 South with a disconnect at 

State Road 201. 2700 West in Taylorsville provides access to several key locations within 

the City, including Taylorsville City Hall, Valley Regional Park, and the Utah State office 

building complex. Despite not having direct access to I-215, travel patterns on 2700 

West are greatly influenced by its close proximity to the freeway. The Mid-Valley Bus 

Rapid Transit system will operate within existing travel lanes on 2700 West north of 4700 

South with minimal impact to the roadway expected.  

Á 4100 South (Meadowbrook Expressway). The center line of 4100 South represents the 

Taylorsville City boundary with West Valley City between the Jordan River and 2700 

West. 4100 South is a major east-west corridor in this vicinity despite not having direct 

freeway access to either I-215 or I-15. 4100 South west of 2700 West is under the 

jurisdiction of West Valley City. Because of ités lack of access to and from I-15 and I-215, 

4100 South/3900 South has been selected as an important cross jurisdictional east-west 

bicycle path that is proposed to extend from 2700 West to 2300 East. 

Á 6200 South. 6200 South provides a major access point from areas west of Redwood 

Road to I-215 (via Redwood Road). 6200 South experiences heavy congestion during 

peak driving hours. 

Collector Classification 

These facilities generally collect local traffic and connect to the arterial street network. 

Collector streets consist of between 2 to 5 lanes in 66+ feet of right -of-way. Average daily 

vehicle counts are generally between 13,000 and 15,000. Collectors can also function as local 

roads providing vehicle access to adjacent property owners. Speeds are generally set 

between 30 and 40 mph. 

Á 1300 West (South of 4800 South).1300 West provides a convenient connection from the 

Murray-Taylorsville Expressway (4800 South) southward into West Jordan. During peak 

periods, 1300 West is heavily used although its current size, land use patterns, and 

winding path make it unsafe for high volumes of traffic. The 1300 West corridor is 

planned as a regional north-south bicycle facility. 

Á 2200 West. 2200 West is an important neighborhood collector street despite being 

disconnected by I-215 near 5800 South. 2200 West provides access to numerous 
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 schools, churches, and neighborhoods in addition to the Vista Park baseball facility at 

approximately 5000 South. Traffic on 2200 West is significantly impacted by Salt Lake 

Community College commuters north of 4700 South because of its close proximity to I-

215. 

Á 3200 West. 3200 West primarily serves residential neighborhoods in Taylorsville and 

continues through both West Valley City and West Jordan.  

Á 3600 West. 3600 West primarily serves residential neighborhoods and passes through  

only a portion of Taylorsville (5400 South to 4700 South). The street continues north of 

the city limits into West Valley City. 

Á 4015 West. 4015 West runs from 6200 South in Taylorsville to 3100 South in West Valley 

City and closely parallels Bangerter Highway. Taylorsvilleés western boundary with the 

Kearns Township is the centerline of 4015 West. This road provides access to several 

commercial districts, Kearns Junior High, and Southridge Park. 

Á 4800 South. Along with Redwood Road, 4800 South (Murray/Taylorsville Road) was one 

of the first transportation corridors within what is now the City of Taylorsville. The 

historic nature of 4800 South continues today by providing access to many of the 

historic sites within the City. Although the street terminates at Redwood Road, 4800 

South carries significant amounts of traffic between the City of Taylorsville and Murray 

City to the east. 

Á Atherton Drive/Riverboat Road/1300 West (north of Atherton). This connected, but multi-

street, collector arrangement connects several key locations within the community to 

the regional transportation system, including the largest employment district in the City, 

Sorenson Research Park. 

Automotive Traffic Counts  

According to the US Census Bureau, Taylorsville's population grew by only 1.03% between 2010 

and 2020. Traffic counts on the cityés streets, however, grew at a much higher rate (see Map 4.1.7

-Annual Average Daily Traffic). From 2011 to 2019 automotive traffic grew throughout the City, 

generally from about 10% to over 20% in many locations. Bangerter Highway, 4700 South, and 

Redwood Road south of 5400 South saw the largest increases. The road segment on Redwood 

Road between I-215 and 6200 South grew by approximately 14,000 trips per day (+22.2%)! This 

increase of traffic on Taylorsville's roads is largely driven by rapid growth in areas west and 

southwest of the City, despite the construction and expansion of arterial highways intended to 

serve the far west quadrant of the County (i.e. 5600 West, Mountain View Corridor, and 

intersection improvements to Bangerter Highway). Increased traffic counts have led to  

diminished potential for walkability in the community and continued growth of noise pollution, 

traffic congestion, traffic accidents, commute times, and the economic impacts of road 

construction and maintenance. 
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Map 4.1.7: Annual Average Daily Traffic 2011-2019 
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Bus and Transit  

Public transit in Taylorsville is part of a regional system with service provided by the Utah Transit 

Authority (UTA). The regional system currently consists of traditional bus service comprised of 

Frequent Bus routes which provide service every 15 minutes, and Regular Bus routes which 

provide service every 30 minutes. In addition to bus routes, UTA also provides rail service in the 

form of commuter rail running every 30 -60 minutes (FrontRunner - serving the Wasatch Front 

from Provo to Ogden), light rail (TRAX) running every 15-30 minutes (Red Line - service from the 

University of Utah to South Jordan; Blue Line - service from Downtown Salt Lake City to Draper; 

and Green Line - service from the Salt Lake City International Airport to West Valley City via 

downtown Salt Lake), and streetcar running every 15 to 30 minutes (S-Lineåservice from South 

Salt Lake to Sugar House). 

Existing Bus Service in Taylorsville 

Currently eight individual bus routes traverse Taylorsville. These routes consist of all day service 

along arterial and collector streets providing connections within Taylorsville and neighboring 

cities. The current routes that travel through Taylorsville City are listed below and illustrated in 

Map 4.1.8: 

Á Route 39 runs east-west and primarily follows the 4100 South/3900 South corridor from the 

West Valley Central TRAX Station (Green Line) to the Olympus Cove hub at Wasatch Blvd. 

and 3900 South with connections at the SLCC-Taylorsville hub and Meadowbrook TRAX 

Station (TRAX Red and Blue Lines).  

Á Route 47 generally follows the 4700 South and 4100 South corridors between the West 

Valley Central TRAX Station (TRAX Green Line) and the Murray Central TRAX/Frontrunner 

Station (FrontRunner/TRAX Red and Blue Lines) with a connection at the SLCC-Taylorsville 

hub.  

Á Route 54 runs east-west and follows 5400 South through the city between 5600 West and 

the Murray Central TRAX/FrontRunner Station (FrontRunner/TRAX Red and Blue Lines) .  

Á Route 62 runs east-west and generally follows 6200 South through the southern portion of 

the City. The route runs from 5600 West in Kearns to the Fashion Place West TRAX station 

(TRAX Red and Blue Lines). 

Á Route 217 is  a æFrequent Busç route (service every 15 minutes) that runs north-south 

primarily on Redwood Road linking the 1940 West TRAX Station (TRAX Green Line) in Salt 

Lake City to the West Jordan City Center TRAX Station (TRAX Red Line) with connections to 

the Redwood Junction TRAX Station (TRAX Green Line) in West Valley and SLCC-Taylorsville 

hub.  

Á Route 227 runs north-south on 2700 West from the West Valley Central TRAX Station (TRAX 

Green Line) to the 2700 West TRAX Station (TRAX Red Line) in West Jordan.  

Á Route F232 is a north-south æFlex Routeç that connects the West Valley Central TRAX Station 

(TRAX Green Line) to the Jordan Valley TRAX Station (TRAX Red Line) in West Jordan 

primarily on 3200 West. Flex routes offer route deviations in some areas. Buses running 
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Map 4.1.8: Existing Bus Route Map 
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 these routes may deviate up to 3/4 of a mile upon request for pick up and drop off before 

returning to ités scheduled route. 

Á Route 240, like the F232, Route 240 connects the West Valley Central TRAX Station to the 

Jordan Valley TRAX Station. Taking a less direct route, it touches the western boundary of 

Taylorsville on 4000 W. This route also runs through the Jordan Landing development.  

Mass Transit 

In addition to the bus routes that serve Taylorsville, the City also benefits from UTAés TRAX light 

rail and the FrontRunner commuter rail systems, which both can be accessed via existing bus 

routes in the City. The Murray Central Station, 5144 Cottonwood Street/140 West Vine Street, is 

located approximately one and a half miles east of Taylorsville, near 5400  South.  The Murray 

Central Station is served by both the TRAX Blue and Red Lines as well as the FrontRunner 

commuter rail train. The West Valley Central Station (aka West Valley Intermodal Hub), 2750 

West 3590 South, is approximately one mile north of Taylorsville and is served by the TRAX 

Green Line and MAX bus rapid transit. 

In addition to the Murray Central and West Valley Central Stations, existing bus routes in 

Taylorsville also provide direct access to the Fashion Place West Station (Red and Blue lines), 

West Jordan City Center Station (Red line), 2700 West Station (Red Line), Jordan Valley Station 

(Red Line), Redwood Junction Station (Green Line), and 1940 West Station (Green Line). 

The Mid-Valley Express bus rapid transit line, which has been in design and development for 

several years, is scheduled to begin operations in 2026 and will connect the Murray and West 

Valley stations via Taylorville primarily on 4700 South and 2700 West. 

Active Transportation 
Though Taylorsville benefits from its proximity to the Jordan River Parkway along its eastern 

border, few convenient and easily accessible trail routes exist in Taylorsville. Almost exclusively, 

all walking and biking occurs on City street rights-of-way. These areas are usually heavily 

traveled by motorized vehicles and are typically not comfortable environments for walking or 

biking. 

Walking and biking trails provide an opportunity for residents to be physically active and enjoy 

their community. Safe pedestrian paths and dedicated bicycling routes are an important part of 

the overall transportation system and increase the quality of life for residents, provide a healthy 

lifestyle choice, and promote community character and identity.  

Developing a comprehensive connected active transportation system in Taylorsville has proven 

to be a challenging endeavor based on several physical constraints, including: 

Á Prominence of the automotive transportation system in the City.  Many of the most 

connected street corridors in the City have maximized automotive throughput by converting 

shoulders to car lanes leaving little to no space for bicycle lanes or well buffered sidewalks. 

 Illustration 4.1.9 

Walkable Streets.  

There is more to creating a òwalkableó street than simply 

constructing a sidewalk as these two images on Redwood 

Road demonstrate. Pedestrians will avoid places where they 

donõt feel safe and comfortable. Design considerations such 

as buffers, sidewalk width, distance from travel lanes, traffic 

speeds, and what is happening on the side of the sidewalk 

opposite the street play a significant role in how likely a 

street will draw pedestrians. 
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Additionally, several automotive intersections in the community are particularly difficult for 

bicyclists and pedestrians, such as the continuous flow intersections on Redwood Road and 

the extremely wide arterial intersections that include multiple travel lanes in all directions 

and dual left hand turn lanes. 

Á Limited east-west connectivity through the I -215 and Bangerter Highway corridors. 

Taylorsville City is trisected by two major automotive highway corridors: I-215 and Bangerter 

Highway. Eastäwest connections on Bangerter Highway are limited to only three places, 

4700 South, 5400 South, and 6200 South. I-215 in the City has only four connection points: 

3900 South, 4700 South, 5400 South, and Redwood Road. This limited connectivity is further 

compromised by extensive automotive traffic at all of these locations.  

Á Little consideration given to active transportation routes as the City grew rapidly from the 

1960s-1990s. The vast majority of Taylorsville was developed during the Post WWII suburban 

boom that made a priority of automobile accessibility. Consequently, little consideration was 

given to active transportation beyond neighborhood sidewalks. Most connector and arterial 

streets in the city also included sidewalks, but lacked the design and attention needed to 

provide an inviting and comfortable environment for pedestrians.  

Á Limited connectivity in many Taylorsville neighborhoods. Like most suburban communities, 

Taylorsville has been developed incrementally over several decades by many individual 

builders. As a result, many adjacent neighborhoods are not physically connected via roads or 

sidewalks (see Illustration 4.1.10). Many newer neighborhoods were connected to older 

development by stub streets, while others were ignored or purposely not connected based 

on opposition by area residents. Taylorsville is also home to hundreds of cul-de-sacs. 

Although cul -de-sacs may be effective at limiting traffic in front of residential properties, 

they also can significantly reduce neighborhood walkability and connectivity.  

During public meetings and open houses regarding the General Plan update, residents and 

others repeatedly advocated for better pedestrian, bicycle, and trail facilities in the City.    

Bicycle 

As stated above, bicycle planning and implementation has been difficult in Taylorsville because 

most primary streets in the city that provide necessary connectivity have been constructed to 

maximize automobile capacity, leaving little space for bicycles. Many collector streets in the City 

also have numerous residential driveways that back into the right-of-way creating safety and 

visibility concerns. Because of these issues, cyclists in the City currently have only limited 

opportunity for travel on dedicated byways. The only existing striped on -street bicycle route in 

the City is on 2700 West between the southern City boundary (approximately 6600 South) and 

4100 South extending into West Valley City.  The Jordan River Parkway also provides bicycle 

access on the Cityés eastern boundary (see Map 4.1.11). 

Illustration 4.1.10 

Neighborhood Connectivity. 

These two adjacent neighborhoods, typical of many places 

in the City, have no internal connection to each other (red 

dashed line).  The result of development of this type is that 

neighboring properties, like the two highlighted in yellow,  

have a walking route from front door to front door of 

almost three quarters of a mile. Situations like this are 

especially problematic for school walking routes where 

distances can become excessively long. 
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Map 4.1.11: Existing Trails and Bicycle Lanes 



 

Taylorsville General Plan Chapter 4: Mobility   4-17

 A new 1.7 mile bicycle route is planned as part of the æcomplete streetç improvements on the 

Taylorsville Expressway (4700 South) for the Mid-Valley Express Bus Rapid Transit project that 

began construction in fall 2023. This new route will connect the Jordan River Parkway to the Salt 

Lake Community College campus with a buffered bike lane including rest areas and bicycle 

repair/maintenance stations.  

Pedestrian 

Walkability in Taylorsville is enhanced by an almost completely intact network of sidewalks in the 

Cityés residential neighborhoods. Although the existing residential sidewalk standard reflects a 

typical minimum suburban standard of a four foot sidewalk and five foot parkstrip, the network 

is continuously maintained through a trip hazard removal and 50/50 sidewalk repair program.  

Sidewalks in commercial locations and along collector and arterial streets are a mixed bag of 

occasionally undesirable sidewalk conditions, including:  

Á Integral sidewalks. Integral sidewalk designs place sidewalks immediately adjacent to 

roadways offering only minimal separation for pedestrians while providing no space for 

plowed snow in the winter (see Illustration 4.1.12). 

Á Older sidewalks with spalling and other structural deficiencies or obstructions. Uneven 

surfaces, tripping hazards, and obstacles such as power poles, utility boxes, signs, etc. can 

present a precarious situation for pedestrians, especially those depending on accessible 

routes (ADA) and elderly individuals. 

Á Sidewalks lacking proper width to accommodate two pedestrians walking side by side. 

Sidewalks less than six feet in width are often difficult for two pedestrians to walk side by 

side comfortably. Taylorsvilleés existing network of sidewalks has very few sidewalks over five 

feet in width.  

Á Lack of buffers. Physical buffers placed between sidewalks and automotive travel lanes, like 

street trees and on-street parking, provide actual and perceived safety that significantly 

increase pedestrian comfort. Few commercial locations in the City have buffered sidewalks 

or on-street parking - largely because of adjacent travel speeds and many road shoulders 

have been converted to travel lanes to maximize auto capacity. 

Á Backside of sidewalks. Perhaps less appreciated in terms of pedestrian comfort and 

perceived safety is what is happening of the side of the sidewalk opposite the street. 

Sidewalks with visually unappealing buildings, unmaintained landscaping, parking lots, or 

other unpleasant features create an uninviting pedestrian environment. 

Trails 

Taylorsville benefits from being contiguous to the Jordan River Parkway which helps bolster its 

existing and potential future trails network. Although only limited improvements have been 

completed, the City can also benefit from the presence of three extensive canal corridors that  

run the entire length of the City, generally from southeast to northwest. Planning and 

Illustration 4.1.12 

Inadequate Sidewalks. 

Sidewalks immediately adjacent to busy roadways (integral 

sidewalks) do not provide the necessary space for plowed 

snow or buffers that provide pedestrian comfort and  safety 

(above). Many sidewalks arenõt built wide enough to 

accommodate two pedestrians walking side-by-side 

[below]. These thin sidewalks should not be used on busy 

streets, near transit corridors, or adjacent to or within 

commercial, mixed use, or high density residential districts. 

Photo courtesy pedbikeimages  wwwpedbikeimages.org/Dan Burden 
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  developing trail systems outside of these waterways has proven to be challenging largely based 

on lack of extended community connectedness other than major automotive corridors. Existing 

trail improvements are shown on  Map 4.1.11. 

Jordan River Parkway. The Jordan River Parkway, which runs contiguous to a portion of the Cityés 

eastern boundary, represents the æspineç of the Salt Lake County regional trails network. The 

Parkway is a 45-mile, multi -use path paralleling the Jordan River as it flows north from Utah Lake 

to the Great Salt Lake through numerous communities in Salt Lake, Davis, and Utah Counties. 

The Parkway also links multiple destinations along the corridor including parks, golf courses, 

nature preserves, shopping districts, and other local and regional trail systems. In Taylorsville, 

Millrace Park, Little Confluence Park, the Freedom Shrine, and important historic sites connect to 

the Jordan River Parkway corridor. 

Canals. In addition to the Jordan River, the City also contains three other waterway corridors 

including the North Jordan Canal, South Jordan Canal, and Utah and Salt Lake Canal. Although 

some local residents informally utilize the canal maintenance roads as recreational walkways, 

only limited trail improvements have been completed (Illustration 4.1.13).   

Other Trails. In 2014 the City embarked on a multi-phased trail program with the ultimate 

objective of connecting all parks and recreation areas in the City via multi-use paths. Given the 

nature of the Cityés built environment, it was acknowledged that this new system would involve 

multiple strategies including incorporating existing park pathways, street sidewalks and bike 

lanes, and other opportunities that could, when combined, created a connected network linking 

Taylorsville's open spaces. The first trail in this system (officially unnamed but referred to in this 

document as the æCity Center Trailç) will ultimately link Gary Swensen Valley Regional Park to the 

Jordan River Parkway at 4800 South with connections to Centennial Plaza, Mid-Valley 

Performing Arts Center, Vista Park, Taylorsville Park, 1300 West/North Jordan Canal Trail, Little 

Confluence Park, and the Rocky Mountain Power Trailhead. As of 2023 the following 

improvements have been completed: 

Á Enhanced crosswalks on 2700 West at 5050 and 5300 South 

Á Walkways at Centennial Plaza and Taylorsville City Center 

Á Enhanced crossing on 5400 South under I-215 

Á 1/3 mile off road trail east of I -215 and 1000 foot enhanced sidewalk connecting to 2200 

West through the Smith Field Estates subdivision. 

Á Walkways through the Vista park baseball and softball complexes. 

Additional future phases of this trail are identified on Map 4.2.10 - Active Transportation Priority 

Projects and Illustration 4.2.11 - City Center Trail. 

Urban Design 
Most visitors to a community gain their perception of that place from the roads they traverse. 

Roadways give visitors their first impression of a place, and although they may not always look 

Illustration 4.1.13 

Canal Trails 

This trail improvement adjacent to the North Jordan Canal 

north of 4800 South illustrates the potential for a high 

quality trail system in the City. Although currently only 

limited areas have been improved, the presence of the 

North Jordan Canal, South Jordan Canal, and Utah and Salt 

Lake Canal provide opportunities for a high quality future 

system. 
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closely, the visual appearance of street corridors provide an image to the outside world about 

who we are, what we care about, and what we profess to be. Consequently, the image of a city is 

largely defined by a communityés street corridors and the collection of buildings, parking lots, 

street lights, landscaping, signs, utilities, fences, etc. within those corridors. The visual quality of 

a cityés streets also has a profound effect on civic pride, livability, and economic development as 

businesses attempt to attach their brands to high quality places. 

Since incorporation, Taylorsville has placed increased emphasis on streetscapes and gateways, 

most notably in 2007 with the Redwood Road Streetscape and Access Management Project that 

consolidated driveways, planted street trees, buried overhead utilities, widened sidewalks, and 

installed new planters, street lights, bus shelters, and signage in the economic heart of the City 

between 5400 South and the I-215 interchange on Redwood Road. The project was so well 

received by residents and the business community that it has led to subsequent aesthetic 

improvements on Redwood Road. Other well-received streetscape improvements include the 

Cityés wall replacement program that has replaced thousands of linear feet of dilapidated fences 

on double frontage lots throughout the City with higher quality masonry fencing in a consistent 

style. 

Other notable streetscape projects are currently in the planning or construction phases 

including the Taylorsville Expressway (4700 South east of Redwood Road) and the vicinity 

between I-215 and 2700 West on 4700 South. 

Despite these improvements, there is still significant opportunity for future enhancements.  

Emphasizing  aesthetic improvements such as upgrading streetlighting, burying or relocating 

overhead utilities, boosting streetside landscaping, and addressing other visual distractions will 

go a long way to help elevate the image of the city and ités street corridors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Illustration 4.1.14 

The Visual Quality of Roadways Greatly Impact 

Community Identity. 

Streetscapesñthat collection of things viewable from street 

corridors, like landscaping, street lights, utilities, buildings, 

street furnishings, signage, parking lots, and fencesñhave a 

significant impact on the image of a city in both a positive 

and negative way. 
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Although automotive transportation will continue to be the predominate form of mobility in 

Taylorsville for the foreseeable future, the community seeks to find a better balance between 

mobility options by emphasizing and better integrating alternate forms of transportation.   

Additionally, the City seeks to improve community character, image, quality of life, and 

economic development by improving the aesthetic value of ités transportation corridors. 

During the General Plan development process, the community and other stake holders identified 

the following priorities to address and/or achieve within the mobility framework:  

Á Balance mobility needs with multiple forms of transportation.  

Á Promote and support active transportation for commuting and recreation.  

Á Emphasize public safety and comfort. 

Á Actively participate in regional planning efforts.  

Á Improve connectivity among all mobility systems city -wide. 

Á Manage automotive congestion, but not at the expense of public safety, other modes of 

transportation, or community quality.  

Á Improve the image of the City through prioritizing the aesthetic quality of our streets.  

Transportation systems in Taylorsville must continue to meet the needs of all residents of the 

community including seniors, youth, those with disabilities, those dependent on public 

transportation, and those who choose alternative transportation options. Future improvement 

projects should be evaluated based on how they contribute to a multi -modal system that 

expands mobility options for a growing population. While congestion management is necessary 

for many road corridors throughout the city, a more balanced approach focuses on moving 

people rather than moving cars. Strides toward these goals will be made with infrastructure and 

service improvements that enhance the viability, comfort, and safety of active and transit modes. 

It is essential that automotive, public transit, bicycle, and pedestrian travel be coordinated with 

the Cityés land use planning efforts. A successful, multi-modal community must emphasize 

connectivity between logical destination points including parks, recreation, schools, commercial 

districts, civic buildings, neighborhoods, employment centers, and entertainment locations.   

To achieve a successful mobility network, Taylorsville must also recognize the regional nature of 

mobility systems and prioritize coordination of transportation enhancement projects with other 

transportation agencies, transit service providers, and adjacent jurisdictions including the Utah 

Department of Transportation (UDOT), Wasatch Front Regional Council (WFRC), Utah Transit 

Authority (UTA), Jordan River Commission, and adjacent jurisdictions including Salt Lake County, 

West Valley City, West Jordan, Murray, Millcreek, and South Salt Lake. 

4.2 Mobility Community Vision 

Illustration 4.2.1 

Promoting a more balanced mobility system. 

Streets should be designed to accommodate multiple forms 

of transportation and all residents of the community. 


