2 Community Char ac

Taylorsville is a forward thinking City with a rich history. The City will work diligently to preserve it’s historic assets
and enhance our close-knit community of neighborhoods. Well designed and thoughtfully integrated business districts,

gateways, corridors and streetscapes will reinforce our community pride and identify us as an attractive place to live,
learn, work, playand retire.
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Taylorsville General Plan

Chapter 2: Community Character

Chapter 2 Contents:

2.1 Components of Community Character
2.2 Existing Conditions

2.3 Community Vision

Community Character Goal: The City of Taylorsville will strive to be
a distinctive community that enhances civic pride and economic
development by placing special emphasis and focus on enhancing
elements of community identity, livability, and by creating a unique
sense of place.

Taylorsville residents have expressed a strong desire to create a community with a clear and
unique identity. The identity of a community & that combination of elements that give it a sense

of pl ace aalsl oifttéesn ovenf erred to as ités a&commun

Community character is broadly defined as the natural, visual, emotional, and cultural y
characteristics belonging to a particular place. In general, community character is generated by ' /f /| 7 )"j’
many factors, such as historic settlement patterns, local architectural styles, streetscapes, public =
art, neighborhoods, geographic features, and community landscapes. Beyond its emaotional pull,
community character is also important to the economic well -being of the community, and
influences locational decisions of both residents and businesses.

L
A

Taylorsville is an established community that embraces continuous improvement. The quest for
continued economic viability, civic pride, an
culturally diverse and mult-gener ati onal nei ghborhoods, enh
through strategic redevelopment, and proactively integrate open space assets to create a rich
and vibrant community and strong community image.

100 Items by Tooza Design.

To promote these objectives, Taylorsville must strive for development that is of high quality, Mi&alley Performi ng Arts Center

reinforces valued aspects of the City, and demonstrates respect for the public realm.
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Implementing higher expectations for design and maintenance for both public and private
development will ensure each new project will add value and long term stability to the
community.

Although very little vacant land remains in Taylorsville, continued rapid growth of the Salt Lake
Metropolitan Area will ensure that change and opportunities for improvement will continue for
many years to come. The City must continue to evolve and pioneer new ways to improve the
character of the community by steering new forward thinking economic investment to older
commercial properties that are ready for redevelopment, improving uninviting streetscapes and
other public spaces, and stabilizing neighborhoods through infrastructure and other investment.

Taylorsville must also actively continue to explore strategies to enrich social engagement,
including community gatherings, recreational activities, and celebrating our shared history.
Taylorsvilleés traditions of
events, such as Taylorsville Dayzz, Starry Nights, an@laza+Art are very important to residents,
and are representative of a great quality
positive image as a great place to live and work.
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2.1 CommunityCdcChmagmacrtier of Communi ty C

With the formulation of the Cityés first Gen
Taylorsville has sought to prioritize establishing a unique sense of community to help bond the
citizens of the City and create a sense of civic pride. Having been primarily developed under the
jurisdiction of Salt Lake County prior to th
creating a unique sense of place to this area and the policies and rules that governed
development of Taylorsville were virtually identical to other unincorporated areas of the county.
This latest update to the Taylorsville General Plan continues to prioritize sense of place and

recognizes that community character is achieved primarily through attention to design details. i

Tl £ 0 i : ,
The concept of community character is a broad subject that can cover many topics depending |
on geography, local politics, priorities, history, settlement patterns, as well as other matters. = CITY OF TAYI.ORSV”_LE
What may be important or applicable in one community may have little relevance in another. ' :
Taking that into account, the Taylorsville General Plan has narrowed the discussion of
community character to the following eight general categories based on subject matter
particularly applicable to this community:

1. Streetscapes
Building design and orientation
Site design and landscaping
Public art
Celebrating community
Gateways and wayfinding . . .
Community branding OA great city I S one
8. History and historic preservation

i’l‘-v_

Where Community Connects

Nook~wN

our senses, sparking
Each of these topics vary in terms of complexity, cost, and difficulty to define and quantify. Some

are primarily physical while others are social. It is important to understand, however, that there is Crea tniemg) rabl e e X F') er i
no @&esilver bull et¢ that wi | | single handedly enrich community character.
character happens incrementally and often progresses as a community evolves and matures. -Kevin Lynch

Opportunities to implement important community character enhancements may occur as private

redevelopment and land use changes happen over time while others may be large or small

public improvement projects.
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2.2 CommunityEXhatriacdg eCondi ti ons

Streetscapes

Beginning in the early 20th century, escalating after World War 11, and continuing today, the
nationés predominant form of transportation
nati onés emphasi s on automoti ve transporta
communities, and form their perceptions and opinions of communities, by what they witness
from within a vehicle. Another result is that many streets in the country have become
increasingly focused singularly on moving cars, with little regard to other traditional aspects of
the street such as social interaction, pedestrian activity, and aesthetics. Perhaps more than any
other singular element of a city, community character and the image of a city is defined by that
collection of features that can be observed from a street corridor, often referred to as
streetscapes. However, despite much of our
network of local, regional, and interstate roads and streets, many transportation corridors
contribute nothing towards the quality of the community beyond traffic circulation.

Streetscapes involve many different community elements, including components of the public
realm, such as sidewalks, parkstrips, street lighting, street furnishings, street trees/landscaping,
utility infrastructure, and sometimes even the street itself. In addition, elements of the private
realm can also have a profound impact on a streetscape quality, including architectural value,
how buildings address the street, parking lots, signage, fencing, and private landscaping. A city
of ugly streets will generally be perceived by outsiders as an unattractive and undesirable
community & primarily because the street is where most people will experience the community.

Streets€xapesng Conditions

Since incorporation, the City has made significant progress in improving streetscapes in the
community by planting street trees, replacing dilapidated fences with higher quality concrete
walls, and rebuilding entire streets to be more efficient and aesthetically pleasing. However,
there is still much work to be done. Some streets located within Taylorsville remain visually
unattractive and often create harsh and uninviting spaces.

Many of the region's busiest surface streets are located within the City, and in many instances
automotive functionality has been prioritized over pedestrian needs and aesthetic quality. Major
streets within the City, including 4700 South, 5400 South, Redwood Road, 6200 South, and
Bangerter Highway all have significant stretches with poor streetscape quality.

Successful streetscapes are generally integrated designs incorporating several aspects of the
streetscape into a comprehensive system. In 2007 the City completed a comprehensive
streetscape and access management project on Redwood Road between 5400 South and-R15
to help solidify the commercial viability of this important retail district of the city. The Redwood
Road project increased automotive throughput by consolidating driveways, improving drive

he
[
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IlTlTustration 2.2.1

Redwood Road Streetscapes.

Two vastly different streetscap
Taylorsville, clearly demonstr a
streetscape feat u eismdge derfd nde
identity.
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approaches, and constructing bus turn outs while simultaneously greatly enhancing the visual
quality of the road by widening park strips, planting street trees, constructing landscaped street
medians, installing decorative lighting, and placing overhead utility wires underground. This
project demonstrated that increasing auto eff

€t n

|

| I
| —

The city has also made significant investments over the last 15 years in replacing dilapidated and
mi smatched fencing on many of iités major stre
Redwood Road, 4100 South, 4700 South, 2700 West, and 3200 West (see illustration 2.3.1 on
page 2-20). The new walls have been constructed of high quality durable materials utilizing
consistent colors to help unify different locations within the city.

str

In 2023, the city in partnership with the Utah Department of Transportation, implemented partial
streetscape improvements on Redwood Road between 4100 South and 5400 South. Most
significantly was the burial of prominent and obtrusive overhead power lines. 2025 will bring
notable improvements to the Taylorsville Expressway east of Redwood Road by planting
hundreds of new street trees, constructing new multi-use trails, and other streetscape [
improvements as part of the new Mid -Valley Express bus rapid transit project.

Numerous other, smaller, streetscape improvements have been implemented by the city over
the last two decades. However with all the work that has been completed, there are still
significant streetscape deficiencies throughout the community.

Building Design and Orientation

Like streetscapes, architectural value has a profound impact on the perceived quality of a
community. Less appreciated, however, is building orientation and how a building addresses the
street. How a building is oriented impacts the quality of the public realm and how we perceive
our communities. Buildings that turn their backs to the street or have a poor relationship to the
street send the not so subtle message that the public realm is not important or deserving of
respect. Buildings that face the street, but are set behind large parking lots create an » , :
environment where streets are shaped and defined by asphalt rather than architecture, and that 1 lTustration 2.2. 2

cars, not pedestrians, are the priority. Generally, the most appropriate way to design buildings Buil ding Orientation.

within an urban environment is to not only fodaw lbuwuiladichgs ezddreass quapuhlyic |

relationship to the public street. quality and perception of the g
building so that it addresses t

Buil ding Design Eaxnds tOrnige nCoantdiian ons enhances the perception of the

Commercial structures in Taylorsville are generally constructed in one of three different buil ding backwards to the streece

scenarios: 1) the building is set behind a parking lot and faces towards the parking lot and public the public street is not import

street, 2) the structure is pulled towards the front of the lot and oriented towards the street with
parking to the side and/or rear of the building, or 3) the building is pulled to the front of the lot
and turned backwards or sideways to the street facing a parking lot located to the rear/and or
side or the building. Taylorsville has numerous examples of each situation, however the majority
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of commercial buildings constructed in the city are oriented towards the street but set behind a

parking lot (option #1 above). This option is generally the most auto oriented scenario as it
places building entrances adjacent to parking areas. Although this orientation is more desirable
than structures that are turned backwards to the street, it diminishes walkability, streetscape
quality, and connectivity to the public realm.

Site Design and Landscaping

Site design, landscape design and landscape maintenance play very important roles in how
places are perceived, especially in suburban environments like Taylorsville. As water usage
becomes increasingly scrutinized, water conservation and efficiency will become progressively
important. Understanding drought tolerant design, xeriscaping, and efficient irrigation will be
imperative in the coming decades.

Site Design anHxiLatnideg a@omai ti ons

With approximately 37% of the land coverage in Taylorville made up of grass, tree canopy, and
other plantings*, landscaping obviously plays a significant role in the overall character of the city.
Landscaping plays a key role in the aesthetic value of both commercial and residential districts
and significantly affects property values, desirability, and community pride. Streetside
landscaping in many commercial parts of the city has been impacted by repeated road widening
projects to the point where there are many locations in the community that have little to no
landscaping between parking lots and street right-of-ways. Most newer developments have
landscape setbacks composed primarily of grass, shrubbery, and small trees. As water
conservation continues to be stressed by local leaders, many properties in the city have
converted to xeriscape style landscapes featuring drought tolerant designs. Although well
conceived xeriscape plans can add great beauty and value to a place, poorly designed xeriscapes
that feature very little living material or high maintenance designs can have detrimental
aesthetic impacts.

Public Art

Public art is art in any media whose form, function, or meaning are created for the general public
and located, or viewable, from a public place. Public art can play a meaningful role in a
communityés obj e cdanigue sense bf place asantost artyvorlais distinctive and
often tailored to a places particular circumstances.

Publ i ExAsting Conditions
Over the last 15 years Taylorsville has made significant progress towards the goal of establishing
more public art in the community. Taylorsville City Hall, Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center, and

Centennial Plaza have all initiated new art installations in the previous decade. Coincidentally, | | | ustration 2. 2. 3
however, virtually all public art within the community is located within a very small geographical Landscaping
Landscaping clearly impacts
! Source:i- Tree Canopy Cover Assessment and Tree Benefits Report, 12-24. P | ace.
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