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6 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
TaylorsvilleΩs strength as a community comes from spending time together in beautiful outdoor settings. We create and 
celebrate a safe, clean, and enjoyable outdoor environment that connects our diverse community of neighborhoods to a 
variety of healthy and walkable recreational activitiesτincluding parks, trails, sports, cultural and natural open spaces. 
We actively work to develop and preserve the Jordan River corridor, a focal point in our community, to enhance our 
cityΩs natural landscapes. 
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òLove is the most important 
thing in the world, but 
baseball is pretty good too.ó 
Yogi Berra (1925-2015) 

10-time World Series Champion 

Yogi Berra was a professional baseball player who played 19 seasons in Major 
League Baseball. In addition to winning ten World Series championshipsñmost 
by any player in MLB historyñBerra was an 18-time all-star and 3-time 
American League Most Valuable Player. 
 
In addition to his playing career, Berra was also one of the most quoted players 
of all time. Known as òYogi-ismsó, other famous Berra quotes include: 

¶ òIt ainõt over ôtil itõs over.ó 

¶ òItõs d®j¨ vu all over again.ó 

¶ òWhen you come to a fork in the road, take it.ó 
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Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Goal: Provide a variety of high 
quality and convenient parks distributed throughout the 
community.  

Parks, open space, and recreational opportunities play a key role in a community. Well-

maintained parks strengthen a cityés image and stabilize property values. Outdoor spaces are 

vital to building a strong sense of community identity and inclusion as they provide gathering 

places and opportunities for residents to meet, recreate and socialize together. Without 

adequate opportunities for outdoor activities and recreational programs, residents can become 

isolated and disenfranchised from their community.  

There is well documented research that links increased physical activity with improved health, 

including the reduced risk for chronic diseases like chronic cardiovascular and coronary artery 

disease, stroke, type 2 diabetes, some forms of cancer, and obesity. Recent data from national 

organizations report that in Utah, 25% of children age 10-17 are overweight or obese
1
, while 

over 30% of Utah adults are classified as obese
2
. Improving access to destinations like parks can 

have a positive impact on public health by providing safe places that invite residents to get 

outside and move. 

Parks and public open spaces also support residentsé mental health, not only by getting people 

out and moving, but also promoting relaxation associated with exposure to trees and 

vegetation, and functioning as community hubs. Their open area can foster connections by 

providing space for organized sports, spontaneous play, and social interactions that are critical 

to both mental and physical wellbeing.  

Taylorsville General Plan 

Chapter 6: Parks, Recreation, and Open Space  

Chapter 6 Contents:  
6.1 Existing Conditions  
6.2 Community Vision  

1 National Survey of Childrenés Health (2022-2023)  

2 Center for Disease Control, 2023 

Taylorsville Community Swimming Pool. 

The Taylorsville Community Swimming Pool and other 

similar recreational and open space improvements play a 

essential role in social interaction and the physical and 

mental health of a community.   
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Taylorsville has been committed to acquiring and developing additional park and open space in 

the community since incorporation in 1996. Including parks currently under construction, the city 

has developed over 72 acres
3
 of park space, significantly increasing the total open space area of 

the city. The city has also improved portions of the Jordan River Parkway, partnered with Salt 

Lake County in the construction of the Taylorsville Recreation Center and Little Confluence 

trailhead, partnered with Rocky Mountain Power in the construction of the Rocky Mountain 

Power Trailhead, and completed comprehensive renovations of multiple parks
4
.  

Even so, the level of service for existing parks, open space, and trails is below that recommended 

by national organizations such as the National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA). The 

NRPA recommends a standard of 6.25 to 10.5 acres of developed park space for each one 

thousand persons, which translates to approximately 357 to 600 acres in Taylorsville. Map 6.1.2 

illustrates the existing open spaces available in Taylorsville including golf courses and public 

schools that are available nearby residents.  

Currently, Taylorsville provides approximately 236 acres of formal public park space. The total 

open space available to residents today also includes special use sites and natural open space to 

provide a total of 295 acres of public open space for Taylorsville residents.  

   

Parks and open spaces located within Taylorsville are generally categorized into six types:  

¶ Regional Parks are designed to serve a region that extends beyond the boundaries of 

the City. These parks are usually 30 acres or larger with amenities that enable a variety of 

uses that draw visitors from across the region. .  

¶ Community Parks are generally between 10 and 30 acres in size and have more active 

recreation amenities than neighborhood parks. These parks may still serve a wider 

region and may include sporting fields and other special purpose facilities like 

swimming pools. . 

¶ Neighborhood Parks are generally smaller parks located within a neighborhood and 

used by residents who reside within one half to one mile of the park.  

¶ Special Use Sites are developed sites such as plazas or areas built for another primary 

purpose but may be utilized as parks when not in use for their principal function (such 

as water retention areas and public utility corridors); trail heads; etc. For the purposes 

alcohol regulation, Special Use Sites are not considered æparksç. 

6.1 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Existing Conditions 

Illustration 6.1.1 

Public Parks in Taylorsville 
3 Millrace Park (21.5 acres); Freedom Shrine (1.7 acres); Vista Park (9.6 acres); Vista Baseball Complex [southside] (4.8 acres); Summit Park 

(19.4 acres); Centennial Plaza (5.2 acres); Labrum Park (9.5 acres); and Cabana Park (.54 acres). 

4  Taylorsville Park; Bennion Park; Azure Meadow Park 

Public Parks in Taylorsville 

Regional Parks  Area* 

Gary C. Swensen Valley Regional Park 91.4 Acres  

5100 South 2700 West 

Southridge Park 40.1 Acres 

5051 South 4015 West 

Community Parks  

John Labrum Park 9.5 Acres 

6041 South Jordan Canal Drive 

Millrace Park  21.5 Acres 

1150 West 5400 South 

Taylorsville Park 13.4 Acres 

4750 South Redwood Road 

Summit Park 19.4 Acres 

6100 South 3200 West 

Vista Park 33.8 Acres 

5049 South 2200 West 

Neighborhood Parks  

Autumn Meadows Park 0.77 Acres 

5360 South 2200 West 

Azure Meadows Park 0.41 Acres 

6070 South 3885 West 

Bennion Park 4.2 Acres 

3245 West 5620 South 

Cabana Park 0.54 Acres  

1566 West Conifer Way 

* Source: Taylorsville GIS 
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Map 6.1.2 

Existing Parks, Schools, and Open Spaces 
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   ¶ Golf Courses are open spaces developed for the sole purpose of playing golf and ités 

ancillary uses including putting greens, driving ranges, and club houses. 

¶ Natural Open Spaces are those areas that are primarily in their natural state but may 

include pedestrian and biking trails. Natural open space areas provide relief from the 

built environment and allow residents to experience the natural environment within their 

community.  

Additionally, parks and open spaces within Taylorsville have been further classified into  different 

ownership classifications, including: 

¶ City Owned parks and open spaces are those that are owned entirely by the City of 

Taylorsville. 

¶ County Owned parks and open spaces are those that are owned entirely by Salt Lake 

County. 

¶ State Owned open spaces are those owned by the State of Utah or the Utah Department 

of Natural Resources. 

¶ Dual Ownership parks include those parks and open spaces that are owned partially by 

the City of Taylorsville, Salt Lake County, the State of Utah, and/or privately owned.  

¶ Private ownership (public access only) open spaces are those areas that are privately 

owned but have public access (does not include park and open space areas not open to 

the public such as parks within planned developments). 

Current Inventory 
Currently there are 11 public parks located in Taylorsville comprising approximately 236.2 acres. 

Additionally, there are nine miscellaneous open spaces including special use sites, natural areas, 

and golf courses that contribute to Taylorsvilleés overall open space inventory. Some parks in the 

City are owned and operated by the City of Taylorsville while others are owned and operated by 

the Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation Department. Additionally, Vista Park is dually owned 

by both the City and County. 

Taylorsville City Owned Parks and Open Spaces: 

¶ Autumn Meadow Park (Neighborhood Park/Special Use Site). 5300 South 2200 West. 

Autumn Meadow Park is a 0.77 acre grassed water retention basin with no amenities. 

¶ Azure Meadows Park (Neighborhood Park). 6070 South 3885 West. 

Azure Meadows Park is a 0.41 acre neighborhood park with a pavilion, playground, and 

small grass area. Azure Meadows Park was updated and renovated in 2013. 

¶ Bennion Park (Neighborhood Park/Special Use Site). 5600 South 3200 West. 

Illustration 6.1.3 

Southridge Park [5051 South 4015 West]. 

Located on Taylorsvilleõs west boundary, the recently 

renovated Southridge Park is the second largest park in the 

City at 39.8 acres. Owned and operated by Salt Lake 

County, Southridge offers a variety of different amenities 

that serve the surrounding community including 

playgrounds, baseball and softball fields, basketball and 

volleyball courts, and picnic pavilions.  


