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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting

City of Taylorsville
CITY COUNCIL MEETING
Minutes
Wednesday, January 8, 2025
Council Chambers, (Room No. 140)
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.
Taylorsville, Utah 84129

BRIEFING SESSION
Attendance:

Mayor Kristie Overson

Council Members: City Staff:

Chair Meredith Harker John Taylor, City Administrator

Council Member Anna Barbieri (until 7pm) ~ Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO
Council Member Ernest Burgess Jamie Brooks, City Recorder

Council Member Robert Knudsen Brady Cottam, Police Chief

Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney

Wayne Harper, Comm./Econ. Development Dir.
Kris Heineman, Council Coordinator

Brittany Kempff, Econ. Dev. Specialist
Richard Rich, Unified Fire Captain

Ben White, City Engineer

Excused: Chair Curt Cochran

Others: John E. Gidney, Brennen Lewis, and Tim Lewis

Because Chair Cochran was excused, Vice Chair Merdith Harker conducted the briefing session
which convened at 6:00 p.m. A roll call was taken, wherein all Council Members were present
except Chair Cochran.

1. Annual City Council Chair and Vice Chair Elections

As outlined in the Council Rules, written nominations had been submitted to the City Recorder
prior to the meeting. Each Council Member had nominated Council Member Harker for Chair, so
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it was not necessary to hold an election for that position. Council Members Barbieri, Burgess, and
Knudsen had all been nominated for Vice Chair. Chair Cochran had cast a ballot prior to the
meeting and a majority of the Council voted for Council Member Knudsen to serve as Vice Chair
for 2025.

2. Review Agenda
Chair Harker briefly reviewed the agenda for the regular City Council meeting.

Although the meeting of the Redevelopment Board had been intended to take place after the
regular City Council meeting, it was decided that it would instead be held immediately prior to it.

Chair Harker reported that the Parks and Recreation Committee was interested in planting a tree
somewhere at city hall and decorating it each year for Christmas. The committee preferred this to
getting a new tree each year and re-planting it in a park. Mayor Overson agreed this was a good
idea, although it would require serious thought to find an appropriate location that would
accommodate future growth as well as annual tree lighting ceremonies and visitors.

The Parks and Recreation Committee was also working on getting Taylorsville recognized as a
Healthy City. They would soon be asking the Mayor to write a letter of support.

2. Adjourn

The briefing session concluded at 6:06 p.m., after which a meeting of the Redevelopment Agency
Board took place.

REGULAR MEETING
Attendance:

Mayor Kristie Overson

Council Members: City Staff:

Council Chair Meredith Harker John Taylor, City Administrator

Council Member Anna Barbieri Scott Harrington, CFO/Asst City Administrator
Council Member Ernest Burgess Jamie Brooks, City Recorder

Brady Cottam, Police Chief
Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney
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Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir.
Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator

Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director
Richard Rich, UFA Captain

Excused: Council Member Cochran

Others: Melanie Bennett, John E. Gidney, Cheniel Hill, Grant Howarth, Brennen Lewis, Tim
Lewis, and Mike Potter

1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS

Chair Harker called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A roll
call was conducted wherein all council members were present other than Council Member
Cochran.

1.1 Opening Ceremonies — Pledge/Reverence — Council Member Burgess (Opening
Ceremonies for January 22, 2025 to be arranged by Council Member Barbieri)

Council Member Burgess directed the Pledge of Allegiance before introducing Jason Dexter who
sang two musical numbers.

1.2 Mayor’s Report

Mayor Kristie Overson reported that a ribbon cutting had been held at El Delicioso which
was now open just north of Harmon’s. It was a family-owned ice cream and deli business. West
Valley Carnitas was the site of another recent ribbon-cutting and the owners were very
complimentary of city staff who assisted them in opening their business.

Target and TVPD recently took part in the “Heroes and Helpers” program, assisting five families
and ten children, providing a nice Christmas for them. For the Harmons Giving Tree, the
Taylorsville community collected 21 gift cards, 46 “Santa Sacks” and more than 30 outfits which
were donated to needy students at Taylorsville High School. The Mayor greatly appreciated
Harmons for their community involvement.

The Saturday with Santa event was a success as always. The weather was beautiful and there was
a great turnout. She wished to thank everyone involved in pulling off the fun event.

The Wreaths Across America event also went very well. It was a somber, moving time with a full
house here at city hall before the smooth transition over the cemetery. She appreciated Kris
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Heineman, the Youth Council, Suzie Smith, and Joey Bona and his staff for all the hard work they
put in preparing for this event.

She and several council members spoke to students in an Eisenhower Jr. High School government
class. They enjoyed talking to the youth about the important part that local government played in
their lives, even though they might not realize it.

Mayor Overson attended a press conference at which a check for $62.8 million was presented by
the federal government to the Utah Transit Authority for the Bus Rapid Transit project now known
as the MidValley Express. The project was slowly taking shape and would make a positive
difference in Taylorsville and other nearby communities. She pointed out that it would make access
to Olympic events at the Maverik Center very easy when the 2034 Olympics rolled around.

City Administration had met the day before with congressional leaders to discuss the upcoming
legislative session and share expectations. It was very valuable to sit down with them and share
priorities, and she appreciated that they took the time to meet with Taylorsville’s administration.

Taylorsville had recently been named the most generous city in Utah and the 17" most generous
in the country. This was a great accomplishment, and it was the residents who made the headline
possible.

The Mayor had attended the Salt Lake County inauguration earlier in the week. She enjoyed being
able to congratulate the newly elected and re-elected county officials.

Thursday, January 16" was Religious Freedom Day. Governor Spencer Cox had issued a
proclamation in 2024 regarding the day and the City Council had approved a similar resolution as
well. This year the city was reaffirming the resolution in alignment with the Governor. She
welcomed Mr. Grant Howarth for championing this cause.

1.2.1 Resolution No. 25-01 — A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville
Proclaiming January 16™ Annually as Religious Freedom Day in the City
of Taylorsville — Mayor Overson

MOTION: Council Member Barbieri moved to approve Resolution No. 25-01, a
Resolution of the City of Taylorsville Proclaiming January 16" Annually as
Religious Freedom Day in the City of Taylorsville. The motion was seconded
by Council Member Burgess.

Council Member Burgess Yes
Chair Harker Yes
Chair Cochran Absent
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Council Member Knudsen Yes
Council Member Barbieri Yes

The motion passed 4-0
1.3 Citizen Comments

Chair Harker invited any members of the audience who wished to address the City Council to step
forward and do so.

Cheniel Hill spoke regarding what she described as a growing crisis on Atherton Drive from 1300
West to 4200 South, particularly during the hours of 7am and 9am, 3pm to 7pm, and 9pm to lam.
She expressed concern about two pursuits, traffic accidents, speeding, racing, etc. She asked for
6-8 speed bumps, improved sidewalks and crosswalks, and enhanced lighting near schools and
daycares.

Grant Howarth expressed his appreciation to Mayor Overson and the City Council for approving
Resolution No. 25-01, explaining that Taylorsville was the third city to do so.

There was no one else who expressed a desire to speak, so Chair Harker closed the citizen comment
period.

2, APPOINTMENTS

There were no appointments.

Council Member Barbieri excused herself from the meeting at 7:00 p.m.
3. REPORTS

3.1 West Valley Animal Services — Melanie Bennett

Animal Services Director Melanie Bennett explained that that there had been a decline in
the number of animal licenses issued in Taylorsville since 2020. The same was true of tags for the
Millrace dog park. The statistical data she presented was for August through October 2024. During
that time frame, she had the following to report:

e 351 Total Animals Impounded in Taylorsville
48 Returned To Owner
141 Adopted/Rescued
12 Still In shelter
19 Did not survive
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e 23 Trapped/Neutered/Released
e 15 Euthanized
e 486 Surgeries Performed during the period for a total in 2024 of 1399

Ms. Bennett reviewed average response times for various priority levels and call types. She then
reported on several adoption events that the shelter had been involved in.

Adoption Event July 8-31: 245 animals were adopted
Adoption Event Aug 1 — Sept 10: 426 animals were adopted
Adoption Event Sept 14: 24 adoptions

There were currently 95 animals at the shelter

3.2 Senior Center Report — Mike Potter

Mike Potter mentioned that it appeared the park improvements were coming along nicely.

p p g g y
He wished to thank the city’s custodial staff, facilities staff and bus drivers for the excellent job
they did at the center every year.

Mr. Potter explained that the total meals served was down slightly from 2023. He also mentioned
that rather than allowing food to go to waste, the seniors were encouraged to bring containers to
the center so they could take leftovers home as an extra meal.

The total number of recreation units (classes, activities, etc.) went up in 2024 by almost 1,000
while both daily and total attendance stayed about the same.

4.1 Minutes — December 4, 2024 City Council Meeting

MOTION: Councilmember Knudsen moved to approve the minutes for the December 4,
2024 meeting as presented. The motion was seconded by Councilmember

Harker.
Council Member Knudsen Yes
Council Member Burgess Yes
Chair Harker Yes
Council Member Cochran Absent
Council Member Barbieri Absent

The motion passed 3-0

4. PLANNING MATTERS
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There were no planning matters.
5. FINANCIAL MATTERS

6.1 Fraud Risk Report — Scott Harrington

Asst. City Administrator/Chief Financial Officer Scott Harrington briefly reviewed the
recently completed Fraud Risk Report. With a score of 370 out of 395, the city’s risk of fraud was
classified as “very low.” He explained that the score went down slightly because the value of some
areas had been reduced. Two areas that the City now got credit for were having written policies
pertaining to ethical behavior and information technology security.

6. OTHER MATTERS

There were no “other” on the agenda.

L NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action)
8.1 Council Member Burgess — nothing for subsequent consideration.
8.2 Council Member Knudsen — nothing for subsequent consideration.
8.3 Council Member Barbieri — Excused
8.4 Council Chair Harker — nothing for subsequent consideration.
8.5  Council Member Cochran — Excused

8. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING)
9.1 Planning Commission Work Session — Tuesday, January 14, 2025 at 6:00
9.2 giglr;ning Commission Meeting — Tuesday, January 14, ‘2025 at 6:30 p.m.
9.3 Martin Luther King Jr Day — Monday, January 20, 2025 City Offices Closed
9.4 City Council Briefing Session — Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at 6:00 p.m.

9.5 City Council Meeting — Wednesday, January 22, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
9.6 Planning Commission Work Session — Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 6:00

p-m.
9.7 Planning Commission Meeting — Tuesday, January 28, 2025 at 6:30 p.m.
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9. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS
(For Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website)

10.1 “An Evening of Art” — February 13, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. at the MidValley Performing
Arts Center

11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 203)
- For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205

MOTION: Councilmember Knudsen moved to recess the public meeting, convene a
closed session to: discuss the character, professional competence, or
physical/mental health of an individual; discuss the purchase, exchange or sale
of property; and discuss the deployment of security personnel, devices, or
systems; and adjourn from there. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Burgess.

Council Member Burgess Yes
Chair Harker Yes
Council Member Knudsen Yes
Council Member Barbieri Absent
Council Member Cochran Absent

The motion passed 3-0
The meeting recessed at 7:21 p.m.
12. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned from Room No. 203 at approximately 8:05 p.m.

A X
rooks, City Recorder

Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder



