
Dear Friends and Neighbors,

As this year’s session of the Utah Legislature gets under-
way, I am reminded of the many organizations, agencies and 
individuals who are working on behalf of our Taylorsville 
community. We are fortunate, as a city, to enjoy such positive 
relationships with so many.

It is important to me to cultivate and maintain those re-
lationships because I know that such rapport makes all the 

difference in accomplishing our goals for Taylorsville. We can do so much more by 
working together. Our resources stretch farther, our ideas are better, our community 
grows stronger through collaboration.

This month, of course, we are working closely with our legislative representatives 
on behalf of our city. We are lucky to have representatives who care so much about our 
community, and I count each of them as friends. (See accompanying story for more 
about the legislative process).

As a Mayor and City Council, we are also working with many others through 
various committee assignments. This work enables us to strengthen municipal 
government, as well as share Taylorsville’s experiences with other cities. Among 
assignments as Mayor, I currently am serving on the Board of the Unified Police 
Department, where I chair the Finance Committee and sit on the Legal Valuation 
and the Governance committees. I also serve on the Unified Fire Authority Board, 
where I am a member of the Benefits and Compensation Committee. Through 
these assignments, we are not only able to give voice to Taylorsville’s needs but 
also advocate for our police officers and firefighters.

Other mayoral committee and board assignments include: The Utah League of 
Cities and Towns Legislative Policy Committee; the Legislative Affairs Committee of 
ChamberWest; the Active Transportation Committee of Wasatch Regional Council; the 
Mosquito Abatement District Board (I take this assignment seriously — those mosqui-
tos are pesky!); the Western Growth Coalition, as well as the Council of Governments 
and Council of Mayors, among others.

As we work together, it’s all about strengthening and building relationships. We 
understand that we can get things done when we cooperate and talk about priorities 
and shared issues collectively.

At our Jan. 9 City Council meeting, a special guest — Swami Sandeepananda Giri 
of Kerala, India — gave our message of Reverence. Swami Sandeepananda, who is 
staying for eight weeks with Taylorsville Planning Commissioner Lynette Wendel while 
visiting the United States, encouraged those attending to “walk together” and “share 
no argument.” His thoughts echoed my own about the importance of collaboration.

By doing so, we are able to achieve happiness and peace. As always, I wish both to 
you, my Taylorsville friends.

–Mayor Kristie S. Overson

Affectionately called the “Peo-
ple’s House,” the Utah State Capitol 
is bustling with activity this month 
as the 2019 General Session of the 
63rd Legislature gets underway. The 
45-day session began on Monday, 
Jan. 28, and will run until midnight 
on March 14.

Taylorsville’s legislators want 
citizens to know that it truly is their 
house. They are working hard to 
represent the city and its residents 

and are focused on furthering Taylorsville’s interests and goals. City leaders also are 
actively participating in the process. They have identified several priorities and are 
tracking a number of issues before the Legislature this year. They remain in constant 
contact with representatives, to ensure the community’s needs are met.

It’s never been easier to contact your legislators and get involved. Representing 
Taylorsville are: 

•	 Rep. Jim Dunnigan, House District 39. Rep. Dunnigan 
was a member of the Taylorsville/Bennion Community 
Council before helping to organize Taylorsville as a city and 
then serving on its inaugural City Council. He also is chair-
man of the city’s Taylorsville Dayzz and owns an insurance 
firm. To contact Rep. Dunnigan, call 801-840-1800 or email 
jdunnigan@le.utah.gov.

•	 Rep. Karen Kwan, House District 34. Rep. Kwan was elect-
ed to the House in 2016. She is an associate professor of 
psychology at Salt Lake Community College, where she was 
named SLCC 2014 Distinguished Faculty Lecturer. To con-
tact Rep. Kwan, call 385-249-0683 or kkwan@le.utah.gov.

•	 Sen. Wayne Harper, District 6. Sen. Harper is a long-time 
resident of Taylorsville, where he works as the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Director. Sen. Harper was first elected 
to the Legislature as a member of the House of Represen-
tatives. To contact Sen. Harper, call 801-566-5466 or email 
wharper@le.utah.gov.

•	 Sen. Karen Mayne, District 5. Sen. Mayne is the Minori-
ty Leader in the Utah State Senate. She is retired after 
working as a para-educator with the Granite School Dis-
trict. To contact Sen. Mayne, call 801-232-6648 or email 
kmayne@le.utah.gov.

“We are so fortune to have these legislative leaders repre-
senting us and our city,” said Taylorsville Mayor Kristie Overson. 
“We enjoy such a good relationship with each. Our legislators 
are attentive and responsive. I have full confidence in them and 
their abilities.”

Mayor Overson hosted a Legislative Breakfast at City Hall in 
the week before the legislative session where city officials talked to legislators about 
their priorities and how to best support their work at the Capitol.

In addition, Mayor Overson and members of the Taylorsville Youth Council 
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UPCOMING  
Taylorsville Events
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Emergency      911
Unified Police Department Dispatch 

 
 801-743-7000 

(Non-Emergencies) 

 Fire Department

     

801-743-7200  

Poison Control Center  

  

1-800-222-1222 
 
Animal Control Shelter    
Animal Control A�er Hours Dispatch

 

801 -965 -5800   
801 -840 -4000

  
Building Inspec�on

 
801 -955 -2030  

 

Chamber
 
West

   

 

801 -977 -8755  (Chamber of Commerce)

  

Garbage/Recycle/GreenWaste Pick-up

  

385 -468 -6325  
(Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling)

 

385 -646 -5000  

 

Granite School District

  
 

Health Department  385 -468 -4100  
Highway Condi�ons (from cell phone)

 
 

511

 
 

Park Reserva�ons

 

385 -468 -7275  
385 -468 -6101

 

 
Public Works   (Salt Lake County)

 

Questar

 

801 -324 - 5000 

 

Rocky Mountain Power   888 -221 -7070
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Salt Lake County Recycling/Landfill

 

801 -974 -6920

 

 Taylorsville - Bennion Imp. District  801 -968 -9081
 Taylorsville Food Pantry

  

801 -815 -0003  
Taylorsville Senior Center

 

801 -293 -8340  
Taylorsville Neighborhood Compliance

  

801 -955 -2013

 

 
Taylorsville Jus�ce Court

 

801 -963 -0268

 

 
Taylorsville Library 801 -943 -4636  
Taylorsville Recrea�on Center

 

   385 -468 -1732

 

Swimming Pool (Memorial Day to Labor Day) 801 -967 -5006  

 Taylorsville -Bennion Heritage Center 801 -281 -0631  
UDOT Region 2
Utah Transit Authority (UTA) 801 -743 -3882  

801 -975 -4900  
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385 -468 - 9768 Gang Tip Line

By ULCT President/St. George Mayor Jon Pike 
& ULCT Executive Director Cameron Diehl

Change can make us uncomfortable. Wheth-
er it’s upgrading from an old lounge chair or 
a laptop, it takes some effort. Yet, if the right 
choices are made, the result can be a future of 
greater ease and efficiency.

Last month, the Utah League of Cities and 
Towns — a non-partisan, interlocal cooperative 
of local leaders — shared data that Utah resi-
dents are anxious about population growth, and 
the majority of them believe Utah is growing too 
quickly. In this decade so far, Utah has added ap-
proximately 402,000 residents, which is rough-
ly the equivalent of today’s population of Salt 
Lake City, West Valley City and Lehi. In a survey 
conducted by Y2Analytics commissioned by the 
Utah League of Cities and Towns and other part-
ners, 63 percent of residents expressed strong 
concern that growth was occurring too fast.

However, the data indicate residents also 
understand the benefits of growth, stating they 
depend on community leaders to implement 
plan and articulate a vision for the future. Who 
should be responsible to plan for the long-term 
needs of a community?  Those surveyed ranked 
these organizations in the following order:
•	 Mayors and Council Members (40 percent)
•	 Neighborhood Councils/community 

groups (21 percent)
•	 Utah State Legislature (18 percent)
•	 Developers (14 percent)
•	 The Governor (13 percent)

The league then asked who residents most 
trusted to plan for the long-term needs of their 
community. The number who trusted mayors 
and council members the most jumped to 58 
percent. Additionally, 22 percent of respondents 

said neighborhood councils/community groups, 
a combined 11 percent said the Legislature or 
the governor, and 2 percent said developers.

Our elected city leaders are aware of the 
trust and expectation that residents place in 
them. Mayors and council members are work-
ing diligently to protect the character of Utah’s 
unique communities, a character that is as di-
verse as Utah’s landscape — from its red rock 
deserts to its mountain forests.

Additionally, the data show that residents 
overwhelmingly expect local government leaders 
to plan for the long-term needs and infrastructure 
of their communities, more so than other elected 
officials or stakeholders. Residents also trust local 
leaders to communicate with them about those 
plans, and they will hold them accountable if they 
perceive they are not doing their jobs.

As we approach the 2019 legislative session, 
the 1,380 mayors and council members from 
Utah’s 248 cities and towns are taking their re-
sponsibilities seriously to plan for the future. 
Additionally, our local leaders intend to collab-
orate with state elected officials, stakeholders 
and the public on the outcome of preparing 
for Utah’s population growth while preserving 
our quality of life. 

Feb. 6 & Feb. 20 – 6:30 p.m.	
City Council Meeting @ City Hall

Feb. 12 – 7 p.m. & Feb. 26 – 6 p.m.	
Planning Commission Meeting @ City Hall

Feb. 18 – All day	
President’s Day, City Offices closed

March 25-30	
Taylorsville Arts Show @ Taylorsville Senior 
Center. (This event is open to the public to 

share their artistic talents. All ages – youth to 
seniors – are invited to exhibit).

participated in the Utah League of Cities & Towns (ULCT) 
Local Elected Official Day on Jan. 30. It is a yearly tradition 
for the Youth Council to attend the day, which provides an 
excellent opportunity for the youth to talk to legislators 
and see first-hand how the process works.

Mayor Overson and city leaders also plan to attend the 
ULCT Legislative Policy Committee meeting, held every 
Monday at noon in Room 30 of the Capitol. At the start 
of the session, legislators already had opened more than 
1,100 bill files and generally several hundred of them will 
affect local government.

The Legislature is expected to take up several issues this 
year that are of interest to the city, including discussion of 
possible adjustments to sales tax including the distribution formula for local governments; restoring 
funding for firefighters’ retirement; bills involving land use and zoning; affordable housing and the 
recruitment and retention of police officers. The city also is supporting legislation that would provide 
additional funding for law enforcement patrols and weed eradication along the Jordan River Trail.

LEGISLATORS CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 QUESTIONS FOR 	
EVALUATING A BILL

•	 What is the problem the bill is trying to 
solve?

•	 Is the problem best addressed at the local 
or state level?

•	 Is the bill a one-size-fits-all approach?

•	 Does the bill restrict mayors and councils 
from letting cities and counties work?

•	 Does the bill create an unfunded mandate 
or harm city or county budgets?

Local Elected Leaders Plan Best  
for Their Communities - and the Public Agrees
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In starting the new year, the City Coun-
cil has elected new leadership. Council 
Members Dan Armstrong and Meredith 
Harker will serve as respective President 
and Vice President of the City Council.

They were elected Jan. 9 by their City 
Council colleagues to serve as the Coun-
cil’s leaders. New City Council Chair Arm-
strong represents Council District 5 and is 
owner of a CPA firm, working as a financial 
advisor. He and his wife are longtime Tay-
lorsville residents and have seven children.

Vice Chair Harker is a lifelong resident 
of Taylorsville, representing District 4. She 
works as a third-grade teacher at Taylors-
ville's Calvin Smith Elementary School, and 
she and her husband have four sons.

Congratulations to Council Members 
Armstrong and Harker!

The City Council and Mayor met with constitu-
ents at the end of this past month as part of their 
first “Let’s Talk Taylorsville” event.

They are hosting these meetings every fifth 
Wednesday. The first “Let’s Talk Taylorsville” was 
Jan. 30. If you missed it, the one coming up is the 
next fifth Wednesday of the 
year on May 29. It is a good 
chance to talk one-on-one 
with the Mayor and City 
Council about any issue. 

The Council and May-
or decided to start holding 
these meetings in keeping 
with their priorities of ac-
cessibility, transparency and 
engagement. Mayor Kristie 
Overson also has an open-
door meeting with constitu-
ents, “The Mayor is In,” every 
Thursday of the week from 2 

to 4 p.m. at her office at City Hall.
The Mayor and City Council are always seeking 

greater input and want to know what you think. 
Each, of course, is also available by phone or email. 
You can find their contact information on the city’s 
website, www.taylorsvilleut.gov.

City Council Elects 
New President,  
Vice President

‘Let’s Talk Taylorsville’  
Held Every Fifth Wednesday

COUNCIL CORNER
By Council Member Ernest Burgess

The Taylorsville Arts Council has made our com-
munity better in so many ways. Its mission is to 
provide cultural activities and experiences for the 
residents of the City of Taylorsville and surrounding 
communities, and I am so proud of these efforts.

As its City Council advisor, I have seen first-hand 
how our Arts Council is enriching the lives of com-
munity members by exposing them to the arts and 
providing opportunities to participate in theatrical 
and musical productions and events, classical music, 
voice and dance, and other performing and visual art. 
The arts inspire, enlighten and entertain.

The Arts Council provides many opportunities 
for our residents to spotlight their talents. One is our 
Taylorsville Symphony Orchestra (TSO). Under the di-
rection of our talented conductor, Larry Spell, our orchestra members have almost 
doubled in number. The orchestra performs four regular concerts a year, and at 
Taylorsville Dayzz. Orchestra members are all volunteers, and all the concerts are 
free, which makes it nice for families to attend.

Orchestra President Molly Upshaw, who is also the liaison with the Arts Council, 
made a wonderful comment at our last meeting: “I found the Taylorsville Sympho-
ny right after I finished college and started my time as a stay-at-home mom. It has 
been the perfect way for me to maintain and improve my musical skill, as well as a 
weekly break from my everyday responsibilities. … My kids love being able to see 
me perform and have been coming to concerts since they were infants! As long as 
I’m in Taylorsville, I will be a proud member of TSO.”   

 Another arts opportunity provided by the Arts Council is its production of three 
plays a year. Since starting as director seven years ago, Wendy Dahl-Smedshammer 
has attracted more performers and patrons. She teaches and directs with love and 
understanding — always bringing the best out in the performers. We are very grate-
ful for Wendy and all that she has done. 

   As you know, Taylorsville City is a family-oriented 
community; we love it when families are in our pro-
ductions. We have been very lucky to have the Bates 
family, from Taylorsville, involved in many of them. 
Rachel Bates said: “We love that we have such a great 
Arts Program in Taylorsville because it has given my 
whole family an opportunity to perform together in 
some wonderful productions.”  

One of the highlights of the year is the Taylors-
ville’s Got Talent show. One of our judges, Mary 
Dickson, director of Community Relations at KUED, 
said of the last production: “It was a pleasure to 
see the surprising amount of talent in Taylorsville. 
Some of the acts were top caliber, which made 
judging fun.”

Those comments sum up well the talent we enjoy 
here, and we anticipate that will only grow as our city 

continues to focus on the arts. We especially look forward to the opening in Fall 2020 
of the Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center next to City Hall (See a photo gallery of 
its Groundbreaking on Page 7). Arts Council Member Gordon Wolf, who is also on 
the board of the Salt Lake County Center for the Arts, which will operate the new 
facility, said: “Salt Lake County Officials have made wonderful accommodations for 
the Taylorsville Arts Council. The county has made this a public partnership which 
we really appreciate.”

Now that the Performing Arts Center is coming, we need to put on productions 
and events that will fill the seats, entice more participants and uplift our patrons. 
We would love to have your input on how we can accomplish this goal and help 
us give you what you want to see. The Arts Council depends on volunteers and is 
currently looking for new members. If you love the arts and would like to be on the 
Arts Council or if you would just like to help, please feel free to call Susan Holman 
at 801-966-8376.

And, be sure to catch our annual Arts Show, March 25-30, at the Taylorsville 
Senior Center!  

Vice President 
Meredith Harker

Council President 
Dan Armstrong

Left to right: Curt Cochran (District 2). Ernest Burgess (District 
1). Dan Armstrong, Vice Chair (District 5). Meredith Harker 

(District 4). Brad Christopherson, Chair (District 3)

Taylorsville Arts Council Brings Joy to the City

Wednesday, May 29th, 6 pm 
City Hall Council Chambers 

2600 W. Taylorsville Blvd

Let's Talk 
Taylorsville

Let's Talk 
Taylorsville

Come meet with the 
City Council and 
Mayor every 5th 

Wednesday to talk 
one-on-one about 

any issue

February 2019 2600 West Taylorsville Boulevard • 801-963-5400 | PAGE 3



Smart investments require a keen awareness of economics 
and business, and most of us are more than happy to leave it 
to financial professionals.

For Shelly Prettyman’s fifth-grade class at Arcadia Elemen-
tary, however, business investments are a favorite topic, and 
her students are eager to try their hand by participating in the 
Stock Market Game. One of the teams did so well at carefully 
choosing stock investments that it earned them a runner-up 
place. Mayor Kristie Overson visited the school this past month 
where she extended a hearty congratulations to the students 
and their teacher.

The Stock Market Game is a statewide competition admin-
istered by the Utah Office of State Treasurer for students in 
grades four through 12. Each team is given a dollar amount to 
buy, sell, trade and invest in U.S. companies that trade on Wall 
Street over a 10-week period. The highest earning ‘investors’ 
were declared winners in their age category. 

“My classes started playing about four years ago and we have 
come very close to being in the top three teams in our division, 
but have not quite made it this far in the past,” Prettyman said. 

While she does teach the students the basics of business 
and the stock market, the task of researching and comparing 
companies is a team decision. They decide where to invest and 
how much money will be spent all on their own.

Saul Borceguin, Francisco Vargas and Mason Graham me-
thodically selected where to invest and ultimately ended up 
having the second-best score in the state in their division. 

“I wanted to purchase stocks in the cinema because a 
lot of people go to the movies, but my team didn’t agree 

with that purchase so we discussed other ideas,” said student 
Francisco Vargas. “We bought shares in Amazon, FedEx, Game 
Stop, AT&T and Tesla.”

“This year all eight of my teams placed in the top 30 of 100 
teams in our division, and it was a close run right to the fight 
to the finish,” Prettyman said. 

Each student from the winning team received a plaque 
inscribed with their name and a $50 savings certificate from 
Utah Education Savings Plan. But the team isn’t stopping 
there; they’re already looking forward to the spring.

“The market seems to be going toward a bear market, so 
the spring game might look completely different,” Vargas said. 

An open house for Community Council 2A and 2B 
residents is scheduled for Feb. 4, from 7 to 8 p.m. at 
City Hall in the Council Chambers.

Community Council representatives are hosting 
the open house for residents to learn more about the 
importance of the community council and how you 
can voice your concerns for not only your neighbor-
hoods but for happenings in Taylorsville City, as well.

District 2 City Council Member Curt Cochran will be 
attendance. “We would love to see more of our fellow 
District 2 residents being a more active voice or tak-
ing a more active role in the community,” said Barbara 
Hegland, who has served as Taylorsville Community 
Council 2A Secretary. “We hope to see you there!”

Check out the accompanying map to see the Com-
munity Council and City Council districts where you 
live, including District 2.

According to city ordinance, the purpose of estab-
lishing community councils is to inform communities 
about city policies and services, engage the public in 
city decisions, promote a sense of community, and en-
courage and cultivate community participation and 
communication. Community Councils are advisory 
councils established by the city.

Arcadia Elementary Team Places  
Second in Statewide Stock Market Game

Open House Planned for  
Community Council 2A & 2B Residents

Mayor Kristie Overson and Granite District Superintendent Martin Bates  
(both pictured at center) gather with students, family members and  

teachers at Arcadia Elementary in Taylorsville.

TAYLORSVILLE CITY 
CEMETERY PLOTS 

AVAILABLE

Special  
      Pricing

for Taylorsville Residents

Please Contact: 
 Lee Bennion - 801.834.4325

Thank you to all the volunteers who 
worked so hard to plan the Saturday with 
Santa: Christmas Around the World event 
on Dec. 8, 2018, at the Taylorsville Ben-
nion Heritage Center!

The day was presented and planned 
by the Taylorsville Historic Preservation 
Committee, Cultural Diversity Commit-
tee and Parks and Recreation Committee. 
The event was well received by all, and 
the children especially had a great time. 
They painted rocks and cut snowflakes 
and even raced in potato-sack “Reindeer 
Games.” Youth from the community also 
sang some Christmas carols that topped 
off the event with happiness.

Our mayor, Kristie Overson, along 
with some of the City Council were in 
attendance and all had good words for 
our city of Taylorsville.

Thank you again. I can’t wait for next 
year’s event!

–Marsha Mauchley
Parks & Recreation  

Committee Member 

Letter to the
Editor
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By UPD Chief Tracy Wyant

You may be tempted to leave keys in a parked vehicle, or leave your purse and 
other valuables in plain view. These actions can make you an easy target for criminals.

  As opportunists, criminals look for the easiest “opportunity.” If criminals see a 
vehicle running, they will take the opportunity to steal it. If criminals see items that 
have value, in the open and easily accessible to them, they will steal them. In this 
day when cellphones contain a person’s life details, including personal information, 
contacts, credit card or debit card information, imagine being forced to go without 
yours because of theft. 

The best solution to these problems is to minimize the ability for criminals to com-
mit crime, and minimize the chance of becoming a victim. Be diligent and try to follow 
the listed suggestions to minimize your chance of being victimized:

1. If you have a garage, use it. Parking your vehicle be-
hind a garage door will help prevent thieves from
seeing your vehicle.

2. Park in a safe, well-lit area. Criminals do not like being 
seen.

3. Utilize vehicle theft systems, stickers or LED lights
inside the vehicle. If a criminal thinks your car has an
alarm, they will likely move on.

4. Concealed ignition kill switches: These can be pur-
chased for cheap, and installed in a location only
known to you.

5. Steering wheel locks: These can be a great theft
deterrent due to the effectiveness of the device.
They must be used properly, but if a thief can see
the lock, they will likely move on and not target
your vehicle.

6. Do not leave valuables in plain sight. Criminals look
specifically for this and target vehicles with easy
access to valuables. They can break a window and
be gone with your property in a matter of seconds.

7. Do not leave your vehicle running.

8. Do not leave titles or other personal identifying
items in your vehicle. Identity theft is an ever-growing crime that can cause years 

of headaches to fix. Keep only the registration and insur-
ance card in your vehicle. 

9. Do not, under any circumstance, leave a firearm unse
cured in your vehicle. These make easy targets for crimi
nals, and obviously have unforeseen negative impacts.

By working together, we can combat the ever-growing 
problem of auto theft and vehicle burglary. Thank you for 
your help!

The Taylorsville Exchange Club yearly honors outstanding firefighters and police 
officers. This year’s Exchange Firefighter of the Year is Firefighter Specialist Rob Marriott, 
and Officer of the Year is Detective Kresdon Bennett. 

Marriott has been employed with UFA since January 2007 and currently works as a 
Heavy Rescue Technician based out of Station 117. Prior to full-time status, he served 
in the Wildland program for five years.

He is actively involved in the community. For many years, Marriott coordinated 
and participated in the annual UFA/UPD softball game, which for several years now is 
a part of the Taylorsville Dayzz celebrations. He also is a key contributor to the annual 
“Firefighter Chili Cook Off,” a fundraiser for the University of Utah Burn Camp. Not only 
is he a committee member of this event but he is also a member of the UFA team, 
Sultry Poultry (the best cashew chicken money can buy). 

In addition, Marriott is a Utah Burn Camp counselor for both Camp Nah Nah Mah 
and the Adolescent River Trip. Since its inception, Marriott also has coordinated and 

assisted with the UFA-sponsored EMT courses – now 26 in number, beginning in 2010. 
Officer of the Year Det. Bennett has been a police officer for 16 years. In that time, 

he has held numerous assignments including patrol, K-9 handler and detective. He 
is respected as a top narcotics and fugitive apprehension officer in and around the 
State of Utah. During 2018 alone, Det. Bennett successfully completed the following: 
61 arrests, 23 search warrants, 17 recovered vehicles, $28,377 in seized currency, 30 
seized firearms, and the recovery of thousands of grams of illegal drugs.

“Very few police officers have the ability to impact criminal networks like that of 
Detective Kresdon Bennett,” said Taylorsville Precinct Police Chief Tracy Wyant. “Kres-
don’s abilities in seeking justice with our most violent and prolific career criminals is 
perhaps his greatest professional contribution. His investment in the profession of 
law enforcement has undoubtedly had huge impact in keeping our community safer.”  

Chief Tracy Wyant

Exchange Club Honors Firefighter and Officer of the Year

Prevent Auto Theft and Auto Burglary with These Tips

Firefighter of the Year Rob Marriott and his wife, Meisha, are 
joined by Unified Fire Authority Assistant Chief Jay Ziolkowski.

Officer of the Year Det. Kresdon Bennett is honored by Exchange Club representatives Linda 
Hardman and Renee Sorensen (pictured at left and right) and Mayor Kristie Overson.
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The Taylorsville Bennion Heritage Center holds many 
life histories of our pioneer ancestors. Each month, a 
new one is chosen to be featured on these pages. This 
month’s tells of William Warner Player Jr. (1857-1938) 
and his wife Louisa Port Player (1859-1941). Their sto-
ry including citations and an inches-thick album was 
provided to the center by Jolene Tanner, who is a direct 
ancestor. If you wish to learn more, come to the museum 
to see their full history.

William Warner Player Jr. was born July 19, 1857, 
in Salt Lake City, Utah Territory, to Charles Warner and 
Betsey (Oades) Robbins Player. He was known as “Will” 
throughout his life and was a tall, lean, good-looking 
man with piercing crystal blue eyes and brown hair. 
His grandchildren recall that he always had a “twin-
kle in his eyes.” In his later years, he wore a mustache 
and most often could be found in his blue-and-white-
striped bib overalls. 

In his youth, William was working as a stone-cut-
ter in construction of the Salt Lake Temple when he 
observed two young ladies that often passed along 
the block. He told his fellow workers that that he was 
going to marry one of them some day.

Louisa Port was born in Foyle, Hampshire, England 
on Nov. 30, 1859, to William and Mary (Garnett) Port. 
Louisa stood 4 feet, 11 inches with dark blue eyes and brown hair. Louisa was almost 
22 years old when she and Will were married on Oct. 12, 1881. The Young couple 
began life together at 735 W. 200 North (now 300 North), just across the street from 
the home where Will grew up. In 1884, Will and Louisa purchased property in the 
southwest portion of the Salt Lake Valley. The area was called South Taylorsville at 
that time but soon became known as Bennion. Their first cabin consisted of two 
rooms, and then a tiny bedroom, kitchen and pantry were added.

Their children were baptized as members of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints in the canal west of the church near 1488 W. 4800 South. A Sons 
of the Utah Pioneer marker has been erected at that spot. The Player children 
attended school in Bennion in the red brick 64th District school at 6200 S. 1700 
West, better known as Redwood Road.

In about 1884, Will dug a well for the family so they could have their own water 
behind the house. They shopped at the first store in the area owned by Charlotte 
Rouse Wright on 4800 South. She sold groceries, sugar, tea, salt, pepper and other 
spices, candy, gum, licorice and tobacco. The Player boys were taught to hunt and 
work on the farm. The girls were taught to sew and keep house.

When the Player family made the move to the area, many necessities of life 
and farming were already being established, making life a little easier as they 

embarked upon making their land into a 
home and farm. 

As a side note: In 2005, Elva Player Turpin, 
a longtime resident of Bennion, donated 
antique clothing including a Dolan fur coat, 
muff, scarf, dress hat and parasol used by her 
grandmother, Louisa Port Player. The fami-
ly also donated a shawl and fan owned by 
Louisa’s mother-in-law, Betsy Oades Player. 
The pictures of William Warner Player Jr. and 
Louisa Port Player hang on the bedroom wall 
at the Taylorsville-Bennion Heritage Center 
Museum. The museum very much appreci-
ates these donations. 

Taylorsville Bennion Heritage 
REMEMBRANCES

Louisa Port Player  

TAYLORSVILLE SENIOR CENTER
February Brings Full Slate of Activity

•	 Free AARP Tax Aide: Mondays, Feb. 4 to April 8, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Call 385-468-3370 to 
make an appointment. Appointments fill up fast.

•	 Exercise with U of U Students: Mondays and Wednesdays. Open gym aid at 5:15 
p.m., class at 5:45 p.m.

•	 Pathway to Citizenship: Mondays and Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m. Intermediate to 
advanced English required. This course gives help to answering and understanding 
context for questions on the U.S. Naturalization test.

•	 Super Bowl Tailgate: Friday, Feb. 1 at 11:15 a.m. Root beer floats by Calvin Curtis 
Attorney at Law.

•	 Wear Red for Heart Health Awareness: Monday, Feb. 4.
•	 Dignity Funeral Presentation: Your Life Your Legacy. Monday, Feb. 4 at 11 a.m.
•	 Birthday Tuesday Entertainment: Tuesday, Feb. 5 at 11 a.m. Entertainer Kevin Scott. 

This will be Chinese New Year themed.
•	 Heart Health Presentation by Humana: Monday, Feb. 11 at 11 a.m.
•	 Valentine’s Day Party: Thursday, Feb. 14 at 11 a.m.
•	 Center Closures: Monday, Feb. 18. President’s Day
•	 Westminster Nursing Students: Tuesday, Feb. 19 from 9:30 a.m. to noon. Screenings 

for artery disease, balance/vison, blood pressure and blood glucose.
•	 Decathlon: Tuesday, Feb. 26 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the 10th East Senior Center. 

Call for questions and to sign up.

Drop by the center at 4743 Plymouth View Drive, 	
or call 385-468-3371 for details.

WELCOME TO TAYLORSVILLE, CARL'S JR.!

City Officials, ChamberWest and restaurant 
representatives participated in a Ribbon Cutting 
to mark the official Grand Opening of Carl's Jr.!  
They are located at 3822 W. 5400 South in the WestPoint
shopping area. The location also sports the first double-
lane drive-thru at a Carl's Jr. in Utah. 

William Warner Player Jr.

Louisa Port and William Warner Player 
are pictured in their later years.
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With winter here, it is important for residents to un-
derstand their roles during snow removal.

One of the goals of Salt Lake County is to provide 
expeditious and efficient snow removal during winter 
snowstorms. County road crews continue to strive to-
ward a high level of service for residents during these 
road conditions. During heavy snowstorms, it can take as 
much as 48 hours to clear all priority routes and through 
streets once the storm has subsided.

To help expedite clearing roadways from snow and icy conditions, the county is 
asking for your help. You can assist snow removal operators in several ways:

•	 Always park your vehicle off the street when snow is on the road or expected. 
Vehicles left in the roadway create unnecessary obstacles for snow removal 
operators to work around, and they can slow the process of properly clearing 
the road. It also is against Salt Lake County’s ordinances. Contact the Salt Lake 
County Sheriff at 801-743-7000 to report vehicles parked on the roadways.

•	 Keep obstructions such as portable basketball hoops, trash cans and toys off 
the street.

•	 Exercise extreme care and caution when driving in adverse and inclement 
weather. Your safety and the safety of other motorists and pedestrians is the 
highest priority.

•	 Travel at a safe distance from snowplows at all times to avoid damage to your 
car. Do not try and pass these vehicles and remember the driver cannot see 
your vehicle when it is directly behind them. Please be patient.

For more information on snow removal or to view a copy of Salt Lake Coun-
ty’s snowplow priority zones, please visit the Public Works Operations website at 
www.slco.org.

We Can All Pitch in to Help  
Make Winter Driving Safe

Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center
Groundbreaking

December 20th 
Taylorsville City Hall

meeting at the end of January, following 
the formal Groundbreaking ceremony held 
in front of City Hall on Dec. 20. 
  "Plans and staging are moving ahead,'' 
Mayor Overson notes. "It's so exciting to 
see the developments." 
  The facility will include the 400-seat 
Mainstage Theater and a 200-seat smaller 
theater, as well as rehearsal and event 
space and public art. Its construction and 
surrounding City Center landscaping is a 
key part of the city's 20/20 Vision for the 
year 2020 and beyond. 

  Construction of the Mid- 
Valley Performing Arts 
Center in Taylorsville is 
moving forward. Mayor 
Kristie Overson attended 
a pre-construction 

City of Taylorsville  
Winter Parking Restrictions

No Overnight Winter Parking (November - April) for Snow
Removal (ordinance 11.20.130) 

No Parking for more than 24 Consecutive Hours (11.20.135)

No Large Truck or Trailer Parking in Residential Area for
more than three consecutive hours (11.20.060)

No Parking for Repairs, Maintenance, or to Display for Sale 
(11.20.140)

The City very much appreciates your help in keeping
parked cars off the roadways as crews work to clear

snow in winter months.

February 2019 2600 West Taylorsville Boulevard • 801-963-5400 | PAGE 7



Carefully Handle ‘FOGs’ to  
Prevent Sewer Problems

Fats, oils and grease: These dirty actors have the 
potential to cost you money if not handled properly. 
Problems can develop in your household drains and the 
sewer collection system due to the improper disposal 
of fats, oils and grease (FOG).  

Commonly used cooking oils and grease disposed 
in sink drains can lead to sewer line backups in homes 
and businesses. Sewer main backups may overflow 
onto streets creating adverse impacts to public health 
and the environment.

The easiest way to solve FOG build-up is to keep it out of the sewer system. 
Here are a couple of tips:

•	 Pour cooled FOG into a can or other container with a tight lid (coffee can, 
glass jar or plastic container) and dispose of it in the garbage. 

•	 Place baskets/strainers in sink drains to catch food scraps and other solids, 
then empty the drain baskets/strainers into the trash.

Tell  your family, friends and 
neighbors about problems associated 
with grease in the sewer system and 
how to keep it out. The solution starts 
in your home with your actions.

I f  you have any quest ions, 
please contact Taylorsville-Bennion 
Improvement District by calling 801-
968-9081 or visiting www.tbid.org. 
Follow them on Facebook and Twitter.

FEBRUARY WFWRD UPDATES
2019 COLLECTION RATES
The Wasatch Front Waste fees for 2019 will remain at $17 per month/$204 per year 
for one garbage can and one recycle can, plus all the other services you get in your 
service package.

There is an increase to the fees to the Trailer Rental Program in 2019. Green waste 
trailer rentals will increase from $40 to $45 per rental. Bulk waste trailer rentals 
will increase from $125 to $145 per rental. There are also additional fees of $15 
per mattress piece, $12 per refrigerator and $3 each for tires disposed of in the 
bulk rental trailers. Please refer to the 2019 fee schedule on the WFWRD website 
wasatchfrontwaste.org/rates-fees/ for more details on all district fees.

Customers can help keep fees low by recycling as much as possible. More than 
60 percent of the materials at the landfill can be recycled.

VOUCHERS
Did you know that WFWRD provides landfill vouchers to residents? These vouchers 
give Taylorsville residents up to $12 off one truck or trailer load of bulk or green 
waste. You can use these vouchers if you have the ability to haul your own truck or 
trailer loads to the landfill. The vouchers can be obtained at Taylorsville City Hall.

BROKEN/DAMAGED CANS
If your garbage or recycle can is broken or damaged, 
please call Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling District at 
385-468-6325. They will come and repair your cans as 
part of your fees for services. You can also complete an 
online service order request on the WFWRD website 
wasatchfrontwaste.org/report-a-problem-or-
request-service/

LIKE WFWRD ON FACEBOOK AND TWITTER
Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling District is on Facebook and Twitter. Please “like” 
their Facebook and Twitter pages. This is the best and quickest way for you to get 
notified of tips, issues and important announcements that may impact your service.

The Taylorsville Community Greenhouse opens on Feb. 22 
for spring planting. The cost is $25. A few spots are also 

available for the community gardens this season. 
 

For additional information please contact: 
 Toni Lenning at 801-414-4192

Taylorsville Community Gardens
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