
 

RESIDENTIAL FOWL PERMITS 
IS MY PROPERTY ZONED FOR RESIDENTIAL FOWL? 

Residential properties may qualify for a Residential Fowl Permit subject to the provisions stated in this form. Approval of the 
permit allows up to the approved number of residential fowl (female chickens or ducks) to be kept on a residential property for 
personal use only.  

HOW MANY FOWL CAN I HAVE? 
The maximum number of fowl you can have is based on your lot size and the size of your coop. Please see the table below to 
determine the maximum number allowed on your property: 

 
PERMIT FEES: 

Application Fee:  $60.00 
Annual Inspection Fee: $25.00 (collected by West Valley Animal Services)  

PROCESS FOR OBTAINING A RESIDENTIAL FOWL PERMIT: 
Prior to submitting an application for a Residential Fowl Permit it is advisable to contact a Taylorsville City planner regarding your 
request. All applications are completed online. Review the steps and required documents prior to submitting the application. 

1. Gather required documents and apply online.  

3. Once a planner has determined the application is complete, an invoice will be issued.  

4. Upon receipt of payment, an inspection will be scheduled with West Valley Animal Services.  

5. City staff will review the inspection report and submitted documents to ensure compliance with city standards.  

6. Once approved, you will receive a signed letter of approval from the City.  

7. The permit will then be managed through annual renewal with West Valley Animal Services.  

ONLINE APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS 
1. Apply online at https://taylorsvilleut.gov 

2. Select the “Permit” circle in the center of the homepage. 

3. Click on the “Apply/Manage License Box”, then click the “Login or Register” box. Login with your city account or follow 
the steps to create a new account (an email address is necessary to register for an account). If you create an account, you will 
need to confirm the emailed verification before you can apply. 

4. Once logged in, select “Apply” at the top of the page and then click on “Plans”. 

5. Find the “Animal” application and select “Apply”. 

6. Enter the number of requested fowl in the description box. 

7. When selecting the type of animal application, check the box “Chicken”.  

8. Attach all required documents in the final attachments step and select “Submit.”  

REQUIRED DOCUMENTS  

 Owner affidavit (signed with a notary by the property owner) 

 Photo(s) and/or illustration(s) of the coop demonstrating compliance with all of the standards and requirements. 

  See illustration 1 and standards on reverse side for requirements.  

 A dimensioned site plan that shows the exact location of the coop. 

 See illustration 2 and standards on reverse side for location requirements.  

 
NOTE: Residential Fowl Permits can be reviewed and/or revoked based on substantiated complaints and unresolved violations.  
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LOT SIZE IN SQ. FT. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF  
FOWL 

LOT SIZE IN SQ. FT. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF  
FOWL 

Less than - 5,999 8,000 - 8,999 5 2 

9,000 -  9,999 6 

6,000 - 6,999 3 10,000 - 11,999 8 

7,000 - 7,999 4 More that 12,000 10 

https://taylorsvilleut.gov


 

COOP AND ENCLOSURE STANDARDS: 
The following coop and enclosure standards are established in Taylorsville Code in order prevent residential fowl from 
running at large as well as to protect them from predators and rodents. 

Coops: 
 Coops must be freestanding, well ventilated, and be easily accessible for cleaning and maintenance. 
 Coops must provide at least three square feet of floor space for each chicken or duck. 
 Coops shall be constructed of durable exterior grade materials. No coop may exceed eight feet in height. 
 All openings and vents shall be covered with predator and rodent proof wire with a maximum opening of  one-fourth 

inch (1/4”). All doors on the coop  must be able to be shut and locked. 
 Coops may be placed at grade or elevated off the ground [see illustration 1]. Elevated coops must be constructed at 

least twelve inches above the ground surface. Coops that are placed at grade must be have ¼ inch predator proof wire 
attached to all sides and buried at least three inches deep and  extend 24 inches away from the coop.  

 Coops shall be located within or adjacent to an enclosure (see Enclosures below). 

Enclosures: 
 Chickens must be contained within an enclosure or fenced area at all times. 
 Enclosures must be contained entirely in the rear yard. No enclosures are permitted within a front or side yard. 
 All enclosures shall have a maximum opening of 2½ inches (i.e. typical chain link fence). 
 Any opening within an enclosure must be fully gated with a maximum opening of 2½ inches. 
 An enclosure may be the entire backyard provided that all opening standards referenced above are maintained. 

Setback Standards: 
 Coops must be setback at least five feet from any back or side property line. 
 Coops must be placed at least 15 feet from the entrance to any home.  
 Coops must be placed at least 25 feet from any home on a neighboring property. 
 Coops may be moved within the backyard from time to time provided all setbacks referenced above are maintained 

[see illustration 2].  
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*Option 1. Coop placed at grade: Predator proof wire must be 
attached to all sides of the coup, buried at least 3” and extend at 
least 24” from the coop. 

*Option 2. Coop elevated off the ground:  Coops elevated off 
the ground must have a minimum clearance of at least 12” 
between the ground and the bottom of the coop. 

*These coop designs are just examples; your coop may be designed however you wish as long as it meets the City standards outlined herein. Be creative! 

ANIMAL CONTROL CONTACT INFORMATION: 
The City of Taylorsville contracts with West Valley City Animal Services for all pet licensing and animal control services. Contact: West Valley City Animal Services, 4522 West 3500 
South, West Valley City, Utah  84120   (801) 965-5800 

APPLICABLE CITY CODE:  
All standards, including general guidelines for  animal welfare and public interest can be found in Title 8 - Animals; Section 8.04.16 -  Residential Fowl Permit 

5 feet from side
property lines

5 feet from rear
property lines


