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City of Taylorsville
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes

Wednesday, January 6, 2021
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.

Taylorsville, Utah 84129

5: 30 P.M. WORK SESSION

Attendance:

Mayor Kristie Overson

Council Members:  City Staff:

Council Chair Meredith Harker John Taylor, City Administrator
Councilmember Dan Armstrong Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO
Councilmember Anna Barbieri Jamie Brooks, City Recorder
Councilmember Ernest Burgess Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney
Councilmember Curt Cochran Wayne Harper, Econ./Comm. Dev. Director

Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator
Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director

Ben White, City Engineer

Chair Meredith Harker called the work session to order at 5: 34 p.m. A roll call was conducted
wherein all councilmembers were present.

1.       Budget Discussion

Chair Harker asked Mr. Harrington to remind the council of the biggest changes being proposed
for the budget. He explained that that the two most significant changes were roughly$ 3. 5 million
in CARES Act funding and an increase in sales tax revenue of$ 1. 2 million.  In the early days of
the pandemic, it was anticipated that sales tax revenue would suffer.  Thus far, that had not turned

out to be the case.  Regarding expenses, he proposed transferring$ 750,000 from the general fund
in order to fund the city center capital project.

Initially there was funding available only for Phases I and II of the project, so it was only those
parts of the bid that were awarded at that time.  Now there was funding available for Phase III if
the Council chose to approve the budget amendments on an upcoming agenda.

Councilmember Barbieri asked if the project was currently on budget and Mr. Taylor responded
that the work that had been authorized thus far was within the approved budget.  However, the

1



City of Taylorsville
City Council Work Session Minutes
January 6, 2021

overall project was beyond what the City had budgeted which was why the work was done in
phases.  City Attorney Tracy Cowdell stated that the firms who submitted bids provided separate
bids for each phase and the City chose the bid that was most competitive.

Chair Harker pointed out that there were also Phase 4 and Phase 5 which were not yet being
discussed— a playground and an ice-skating rink.   Mayor Overson stated that whether those

aspects of the project came to fruition depended on several things ( e. g. funding, the Council' s
wishes, etc.)

Chair Harker reiterated her interest in moving forward with improvements to Loving Labrum park.
She stated that she would be asking the Council to provide $6,000 in funding for the project and
pointed out that the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District ( JVWCD) had expressed a

willingness to provide a $ 5, 000 to $6,000 grant to augment City funds.  $ 12, 000 would at least

allow them to improve the area between the pavilion and the playground near the park entrance.

Councilmember Barbieri asked if there was any data regarding the amount of usage the park
received.  There was none but Councilmember Armstrong suggested that visiting any park on a
Saturday would provide insight as to how much usage it got.

Chair Harker stated that the Parks and Recreation Committee wished the park to be water-wise

and educational.  She pointed out that the JVWCD wished to know the City was serious about the
project before it would award the grant.  Mr. Taylor suspected that the project would cost more

than the committee' s estimates and recommended that Chair Harker request $ 10,000 in funding
from the Council rather than $6,000.  Mayor Overson also asked the ongoing maintenance of the
area be considered as well.

Councilmember Burgess mentioned the city-wide cleanup program and wondered if there were
enough funds to reinstate the budget that had previously been cut from that line item. After a brief
discussion with Mr. Harrington, Mr. Taylor indicated that there was approximately $ 12,000 that

could be returned to that program. Ifmore was needed, now was the time to ask. Councilmember

Burgess suggested $ 20,000 and Mr. Taylor said it was up to the Council to decide how large the
budget should be.

Mayor Overson wished to clarify something with the Council.  She did not believe that anyone

had been opposed to spending money on the study regarding 4700 South around the Ream' s
grocery store and the future temple.  However, in the interest of transparency, she wanted the
Council to have a general understanding of the concept ofwhat the administration was suggesting
in order to alleviate the traffic on 4700 South to help the Ream' s and temple projects. Mr. White
stated that the goal thus far was to do enough work to learn how much the project might cost. Until

there was money available, there was no project.

The intent was to ultimately do away with the Ream' s traffic signal by placing an underpass below
4700 South so that if a person was driving northbound on Chentelle Drive, he/she would go under
4700 South and come back up right by the Ream' s building. The intent beyond that would be such
that when driving eastbound, one could drive past the bank and still be able to make a right-hand
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turn and go south on Chentelle.  If a driver is on Chentelle and wishes to go eastbound, that

wouldn' t be a problem.

Councilmember Armstrong asked how long the traffic on 4700 South would be halted for this
potential project.  He pointed out there were thousands of cars each day that travelled through the
area.

Mr. Taylor admitted that the construction project would be painful but that everything that needed
to be done between I-215 and 2700 West was very necessary, and it was important to do it in one
shot. Mr. White estimated it would take approximately eight months.

Councilmember Armstrong expressed concern that the project would cause a bottleneck, affecting
thousands of vehicles.  He suggested that a bridge over the top might be easier and affect fewer
vehicles. He also pointed out that the water table in that area was quite low.

Mayor Overson suggested it was still preferable to leaving the situation as it was. She indicated
that this was just a very general discussion of how to solve a multitude of traffic problems in the
area.

Mr. Taylor recommended giving bidders credit if they were able to shorten the construction period.

Mr. White pointed out that the City did not control all the property involved in this area and
discussed various traffic pattern possibilities.

Mayor Overson circled back to explain that the purpose of this discussion was merely to let the
Council know what the general idea was at this point before involving UDOT and the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints. This was just to get us started and to get others on board to find
a solution for a large problem that would only get worse.

Councilmember Armstrong asked how many vehicles went through the area that would be the
temple entrance. Mr. Taylor estimated it was fewer than 500 per hour and that the redevelopment

on the other side of the road added far more traffic than would the new temple. He stated this was

a regional problem with local impacts.  The bottom line was that the traffic signal needed to be

removed in order to eliminate traffic backup at Bangerter and Redwood Road during rush hour. If
the signal was going to be removed, something like what Mr. White was proposing would be
necessary to make the intersection safer.

Mayor Overson reiterated that the intent was to let the Council know that the Administration was

working on the issue. The perfect answer had not yet been identified.

Mr. Harrington and Mr. White explained this work was the $ 50,000 that was approved to study
the issue in the area and the City would be provided with a preliminary design to determine what
it would take to solve the problem long-term.
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Councilmember Barbieri reminded everyone that the sidewalk on 1300 West between 5400 South

and 6200 South still needed to be completed.  It ended by the duck pond near where there was a
sink hole 2- 3 years before. Mr. Taylor responded that the administration would look into it.

This budget discussion among the council and administration would be followed up with a hearing
to gather public input during the next meeting.

Councilmember Burgess expressed concern about the large projects the City was currently
involved in or would soon be involved in.   He mentioned Bus Rapid Transit ( BRT), a new

performing arts building, the road project discussed earlier in the meeting, a new police department
and a remodel of city hall.

Mayor Overson asked if he was asking for more frequent updates on each project. Councilmember
Burgess simply wished to ensure there were sufficient funds for the various projects.

Councilmember Armstrong pointed out that BRT would not begin until 2022. Mr. Taylor pointed
out that the administration was not proposing that the city spend money on all the projects— some

would have other funding mechanisms.  Councilmember Burgess indicated he would not mind

more work sessions.

Councilmember Cochran inquired about certain salary changes within the City although he
understood there were privacy issues.    Mr.  Harrington stated that currently,  the funds

Councilmember Cochran referenced were in the non-departmental line item as a total amount. At

year end, they would need to be re-allocated to the proper departments, but the administration
would let the Council know the specifics sooner than that.

2.       Adjourn

Chair Meredith Harker declared the Work Session adjourned at 6.22 p.m.

Jam    : rooks, MMC
t-071.

City Recorder

Minutes approved: January 20, 2021 5 n
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