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City of Taylorsville
CITY COUNCIL MEETING

Minutes
Wednesday, January 20, 2020
Council Chambers
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd., Room No. 140
Taylorsville, Utah 84129
BRIEFING SESSION

Attendance:

Mayor Kristie Overson

Council Members: City Staff:

Council Chair Curt Cochran John Taylor, City Administrator

Councilmember Dan Armstrong Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO
Councilmember Ernest Burgess Duane Anjewierden, Unified Police Precinct Chief
Councilmember Meredith Harker Jamie Brooks, City Recorder

Brady Cottam, Taylorsville Police Chief
Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney

Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator
Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director
Ben White, City Engineer

Excused: Vice Chair Anna Barbieri
Others: Ken Chung
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION

Chair Curt Cochran conducted the briefing session, which convened at 6:01 p.m. A roll call was
conducted wherein all councilmembers were present except Councilmember Barbieri.

1. Review Agenda
Chair Cochran explained that he had invited Ken Chung of the Vietnamese American Community
of Utah to give a reverence in the regular meeting. He then reviewed the agenda for the upcoming

regular meeting.

Councilmember Harker asked City Engineer Ben White if he had any data in response to the traffic
study at 5620 South. She was still hearing from constituents who wanted a speed bump to be


https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/Home/ShowDocument?id=6134

installed. Mr. White responded that the first report indicated that the average speed was
approximately 5 mph over the limit. He would reach out to Salt Lake County to see what the more
recent data showed.

Chair Cochran stated that both he and Councilmember Harker had noticed the lights on at the
Regal Theater which had closed last year amidst the pandemic. He wondered if they were
preparing to re-open. The city had not received any notification from the company.

2. Adjourn

Chair Cochran declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:08 p.m.

REGULAR MEETING
Attendance:

Mayor Kristie Overson

Council Members: City Staff:

Council Chair Curt Cochran John Taylor, City Administrator

Council Vice Chair Anna Barbieri Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO
Councilmember Dan Armstrong Duane Anjeweirden, UPD Precinct Chief
Councilmember Ernest Burgess Jamie Brooks, City Recorder
Councilmember Meredith Harker Brady Cottam, Taylorsville Police Chief

Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney

Wayne Harper, Econ/Comm. Development Director
Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator

Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director

Ben White, City Engineer

Others: Ken Chung, Lynn Handy, Aaron Johnson, Bob Knudsen, Marc McElreath, Casey
Taylor, and Doug Stowell

1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS

Chair Cochran called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A roll
call was conducted wherein all councilmembers were present.

1.1 Opening Ceremonies — Pledge/Reverence — Council Chair Cochran (Opening
Ceremonies for February 3, 2021 to be arranged by Mayor Overson)



Chair Cochran directed the Pledge of Allegiance before introducing Ken Chung of the Vietnamese
American Community of Utah. Mr. Chung provided some information about himself and his
organization before offering a Reverence in Vietnamese.

1.2 Mayor’s Report

Mayor Kristie Overson spoke about the importance of having good working relationships with
local schools as well as institutions of higher education. Early in the day she had spoken with Salt
Lake Community College President Huftalin who explained that the school was hoping to add on-
campus housing to their complex. This plan reinforced the need for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) in
Taylorsville.

Earlier in the week she and other city representatives had met with Granite School District officials
and discussed common school and city issues and ways to work together to address some of those
challenges. A couple of the topics were school resource officers and the fact that Westbrook
Elementary was serving well as a temporary junior high school and would continue to do so for
roughly another year.

Councilmember Armstrong and Amazon had made a very generous donation of PPE kits, each of
which contained hand sanitizer, masks, gloves, and sanitary wipes. The donation came with
instructions to distribute the kits to schools and so far, deliveries had been made to Taylorsville
High and Eisenhower Junior High. The city was also in the process of preparing to deliver kits to
Arcadia, Freemont and Calvin Smith Elementary Schools. Kits had also been distributed to public
safety personnel as well as city employees. She anticipated delivering the kits to a variety of other
organizations in the city.

The 2021 legislative session had begun earlier in the week. The City had met with Taylorsville’s
four legislative representatives the previous week which was a great opportunity to listen to their
ideas and to share the City’s priorities which included transportation funding, public safety and
legislative overreach into municipal government. Taylorsville wished to ensure that it retained
control over its own ordinances, planning and zoning, etc. Therefore, the City would be keeping
a close eye on a couple of bills that threatened local control.

Taylorsville had a seat on several legislative committees such as the Utah League of Cities and
Towns (ULCT) Legislative Policy Committee, ChamberWest Legislative Affairs Committee, the
Western Growth Coalition, Wasatch Front Regional Council and the Council of Governments
(COG). The Council received regular updates about the activities of each body. Anyone who was
interested could listen electronically to various meetings during the legislative session. As always,
John Hiskey kept an eye on all legislative issues that could potentially affect Taylorsville and
reported to the city administration many times each day during the session.

Ribbon cuttings had recently taken place at both Ponce de Leon Insurance in Carriage Square and
Dutch Bros. Coffee and Mayor Overson welcomed both entities to the city.

The Taylorsville Youth Council was involved in job shadowing some city employees and learning
a bit about how the city operated. Rather than have a member of the Youth Council shadow her,



the Mayor looked forward to turning the tables on the Youth Council Mayor and would be
shadowing her at Taylorsville High School the following week.

1.3 Citizen Comments

There was one citizen who had indicated a desire to speak during the public hearing later in the
agenda. There was no one else who wished to speak, and no one had submitted comments
electronically.

2. APPOINTMENTS
There were no appointments.
3. REPORTS
3.1 Prosecutor and Defense Report — Doug Stowell/Casey Taylor

Casey Taylor of Cowdell & Woolley, P.C. was the City’s primary prosecutor and explained a bit
about his role representing the City in prosecuting Class B and C misdemeanors as well as
infractions in the Taylorsville Justice Court. He also described how the pandemic had changed
the way courts functioned and that although the judicial system had adapted and learned to
adjudicate many cases electronically, the constitution did not allow for jury trials to be handled in
that manner. Therefore, there was a large backlog of cases that were in limbo until the time when
the Administrative Office of the Courts determined it was safe to resume holding jury trials. While
the system was not perfect, the prosecution, defense counsel and judicial staff were all working
diligently to keep as many cases moving forward as possible, despite the very labor-intensive
processes now in place. Mr. Taylor credited Judge Michael Kwan for pioneering the video
conferencing process allowing defendants to meet with court appointed counsel, for that counsel
to communicate with the prosecution and ultimately for the defendant to appear in court all by
electronic means.

Mr. Taylor explained that he was curious to compare pre- and post-pandemic case filings.
Interestingly, the number of filings in FY2020 appeared to be similar to that of FY2019. Speaking
of case filings, the City should expect an increase in citations when the new Taylorsville Police
Department began operations on July 1, which was typical for new departments. Unfortunately,
it was entirely possible that increase would happen near the time it was anticipated jury trials might
be allowed to resume.

Mr. Taylor then turned the time over to Doug Stowell of Stowell, Crayk and Bown, the firm which
provided public defense work for indigent defendants. He agreed that their case numbers remained
fairly steady. He pointed out that Judge McCullough was doing a wonderful job and expressed
sincere appreciation for his efforts on Taylorsville’s behalf. He then described some of the
challenges of conducting bench trials electronically, particularly considering the constitutional
right one had to confront one’s accuser.



Chair Cochran asked Mr. Taylor if the City should anticipate police officers spending more time
in court—resulting in an increase in overtime costs. Mr. Taylor responded that there was already
a significant amount of an officer’s time was spent in court. The way that court was currently
being conducted electronically only exacerbated that problem.

Mr. Cowdell pointed out how much he appreciated both gentlemen for the exceptional job they
had been doing in light of the passing of Judge Kwan and during the pandemic. What used to take
ten minutes in open court now might take an hour or an hour and a half. The court staff was in a
similar situation. Everyone was currently doing double duty and that was unlikely to change soon.

Didn’t tell you how hard they have had to work under the current conditions.
4. CONSENT AGENDA

4.1 Minutes —January 6, 2021 Work Session and January 6, 2021 Regular
Meeting

MOTION: Councilmember Armstrong moved to approve the minutes from the January
6, 2021 Work Session and Regular meeting. The motion was seconded by
Councilmember Harker.

Councilmember Barbieri Yes
Chair Cochran Yes
Councilmember Burgess Yes
Councilmember Armstrong Yes
Councilmember Harker Yes

The motion passed 5-0
5. PLANNING MATTERS
There were no planning matters
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS
6.1  Public Hearing to receive public comment regarding Resolution No. 21-05, a
resolution of the City of Taylorsville amending the adopted budget for the

2020-2021 fiscal year to incorporate mid-year budget adjustments — Scott
Harrington

Chair Cochran opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m.

Aaron Jensen explained that he was a member of the Parks and Recreation Committee and he
addressed the committee’s wish that the Council approve funding for the Loving Labrum Park
project. He explained that the committee had the support of the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy
District JVWCD). With the needed funding, the committee hoped to transform and improve the



park by revegetating the lawn with native and water-wise plants to increase the sustainability of
the park, to set a precedent for future parks in Taylorsville and to educate the public on native plant
use and care. The project would help create an identity for the city.

There was no one else who wished to comment so Chair Cochran closed the public hearing at 7:14
p.m.

Assistant City Administrator and Chief Financial Officer Scott Harrington then made himself
available for any questions that the Council had regarding the budget recommendations.

Councilmember Harker asked the rest of the council if they would be willing to budget $10,000
for the Loving Labrum Park project so that the work could begin that Spring and hopefully
completed by the end of the summer. The JVWCD was likely to contribute $5,000 to $6,000.

Councilmember Burgess asked if there was an estimate as to what Mr. Jensen’s design would cost
to create. Councilmember Harker responded that it was clear. She explained they would need
plants, rocks, gravel, pavement, signage, etc. The soft estimate was $10,000 to $16,000. If it
turned out that they did not need the entire $10,000 she was requesting from the city, the excess
would be returned to the general fund.

Councilmember Barbieri asked where the funds would come from and how much annual
maintenance there would be on the improved park. Councilmember Harker responded that the
goal was for the park to be maintenance free, but the signage might require some maintenance as
they aged. Regarding the source for the funds, Mr. Harrington explained that the money could
come from either the increased sales tax or from the fund balance.

Councilmember Burgess stated he was comfortable approving $10,000 for the project if the
JVWCD would definitely contribute $6,000. Councilmember Harker responded that an
application had been submitted but that the District would not commit until they knew Taylorsville
was serious about their own financial commitment to the project. Mr. Harrington pointed out that
if the District’s portion would be in the form of a reimbursement, it would be best for the Council
to approve all $16,000 in advance, knowing there would later be a $6,000 reimbursement.

Mr. Harrington then went on to explain some of the other proposed budget amendments which
included $5.6 million being adding to budget, the majority of which was CARES Act funding. It
also included nearly $2.2 million of increased sales tax revenue beyond what was expected when
the budget was initially approved the previous June. He reminded the Council that the overall
budget had been cut by 10%, anticipating a loss of revenue that had thus far not been realized.

On the expense side of things, Mr. Harrington wished to account for the CARES Act expenditures
as follows:
e $130,000 for the ChamberWest Buy Local program,
e $150,000 to other agencies such as Unified Fire, Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling
District and Unified Police to help them with their increased expenses due to COVID-19



e $1.3 million in safety and personal protective equipment (PPE), including the creation of
social distancing and touchless points in city hall to protect those doing business here as
well as those working in it

e $120,000 in technical upgrades to allow for telecommuting and electronic meetings

e $1.7 million reimbursement for law enforcement wages

Other non-CARES Act amendments included:
e $200,000 was being returned to the sidewalk program line item
e Startup costs for the new police department included equipment, vehicles, wages for June
2021
e $750,000 to be transferred to the Parks fund for the Centennial Plaza stage

Chair Cochran clarified for the benefit of the listening public that the increased sales tax revenue
was above and beyond what the City had anticipated receiving when initially drafting the budget
in 2020.

Councilmember Armstrong pointed out that Councilmember Burgess had earlier expressed a
desire to have more time to review the proposed mid-year amendments with Mr. Harrington.
Therefore, Councilmember Armstrong suggested that the Council delay voting on the budget
amendments until the following council meeting.

Mr. Cowdell explained that Council could move to table the item until the next meeting but if they
were all in agreement, they could simply direct staff to place it on the next agenda.

Mr. Harrington mentioned that there was a time crunch regarding the leasing of police vehicles for
$300,000. Once ordered it would take a significant amount of time for them to be received and
then full equipped in preparation to become operational on July 1%. He wondered if he could get
verbal approval to move forward with placing that order.

Chair Cochran asked if any councilmember objected to Mr. Harrington moving forward with the
lease agreement.

Mr. Cowdell recommended that the Council approve the lease formally if they were not yet
prepared to adopt all the proposed budget amendments.

6.1.1 Resolution No. 21-05 — A resolution of the City of Taylorsville amending
the adopted budget for the 2020-2021 Fiscal Year to Incorporate Mid-Year
Budget Adjustments — Scott Harrington

MOTION: Councilmember Armstrong moved to approve the budget line item relating to
the leasing of police vehicles, with the other amendments to be considered at a
subsequent meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Barbieri.

Councilmember Armstrong Yes
Councilmember Burgess Yes
Councilmember Harker Yes



Councilmember Barbieri Yes
Chair Cochran Yes

The motion passed 5-0

Mr. Harrington stated he would send the budget amendments out to the councilmembers so they
could study them in anticipation of the next council meeting.

7. OTHER MATTERS
7.1 Annual Training — Open and Public Meetings Act — Tracy Cowdell
Mr. Cowdell presented the statutorily required training for elected officials regarding Utah’s Open
and Public Meetings Act. He first discussed the way in which the change in publication of the
Deseret News and Salt Lake Tribune could delay matters slated to go before both the City Council
and the Planning Commission.
Councilmember Armstrong stepped out at 7:30 p.m. and returned at 7:32 p.m.
He then presented a training video about the OPMA created by the Utah State Auditor’s office.
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action)
8.1  Councilmember Burgess — nothing for subsequent consideration.
8.2  Councilmember Armstrong — nothing for subsequent consideration.
8.3  Councilmember Harker — nothing for subsequent consideration.
84  Councilmember Barbieri — nothing for subsequent consideration.
8.5  Council Chair Cochran — nothing for subsequent consideration.
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING)
9.1 City Council Briefing Session — Wednesday, February 3, 2021 — 6:00 p.m.
9.2 City Council Meeting — Wednesday, February 3, 2021 — 6:30 p.m.
9.3  Planning Commission Work Session — Tuesday, February 9, 2021 — 6:30 p.m.
9.4 City Council Briefing Session — Wednesday, February 17, 2021 — 6:00 p.m.
9.5 City Council Meeting — Wednesday, February 17, 2021 — 6:30 p.m.
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS

11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202)
- For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205



MOTION: Councilmember Armstrong moved to convene a closed session in order to hold
a strategy session concerning the sale or purchase of real property. The
motion was seconded by Councilmember Harker.

Chair Cochran Yes
Councilmember Barbieri Yes
Councilmember Harker Yes
Councilmember Burgess Yes
Councilmember Armstrong Yes

The motion passed 5-0

The meeting was closed at 7:45 p.m. for the purposes listed below, wherein no other matters
were discussed.

e Strategy Session Concerning the Sale or Purchase of Real Property
Those in attendance at the Closed Session were:
Mayor Kristie Overson, Chair Cochran and Councilmembers Armstrong, Barbieri, Burgess, and
Harker, City Administrator John Taylor, Assistant City Administrator Scott Harrington, City
Recorder Jamie Brooks, City Attorney Tracy Cowdell, Economic/Community Development
Director Wayne Harper and City Engineer Ben White.
Minutes for the Closed Session were taken and are now on file as a Protected Record.

12. ADJOURNMENT

Chair Cochran declared the meeting adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Jamie Brooks, City Recorder

Minutes approved: February 3, 2021

Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder
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