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City of Taylorsville 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes 

 
Wednesday, March 17, 2021 

Council Chambers 
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd., Room No. 140 

Taylorsville, Utah 84129 
 

BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance- 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Councilmember Dan Armstrong  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO 
Councilmember Anna Barbieri   Duane Anjeweirden, Acting UPD Precinct Chief 
Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Brady Cottam, Taylorsville Police Chief 
Councilmember Meredith Harker   Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Richard Rich, Unified Fire Authority Captain 
      Jay Ziolkowski, Police Transition Team Liaison 
       
Excused: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 
 
1. Review Agenda 
 
    Chair Curt Cochran conducted the briefing session, which convened at 6:02 p.m. A roll call 
was conducted, wherein all councilmembers were present except Councilmember Harker who 
arrived at 6:07 p.m.  The agenda for the 6:30 p.m. city council meeting was reviewed.  
 
Councilmember Burgess stated he would have comments for the “Other Matters” portion of the 
meeting involving the Green Committee’s Clean-Up event. 
 
  Council Member Barbieri stated she would want to update the Council on the reorganization 
plan for the Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling District.   
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Councilmember Armstrong asked about the City’s Code Enforcement division. He was hearing 
from residents who were reporting long-term problems, specifically about an abandoned vehicle.   
Mayor Overson responded that the division was extremely busy particularly as Spring approached.  
She asked that if someone had a complaint, the information be forwarded to staff for action.  He 
felt there were a lot of enforcement situations in the City that were being ignored and he asked if 
the department needed more employees or perhaps some part time help.  Mayor Overson explained 
that the administration would love to talk about increasing the budget for that division.  In the 
meantime, she stated that she would schedule Code Enforcement to make a report to the council 
at the next city council meeting.  City Administrator John Taylor pointed out that there was more 
work than the current Code Enforcement staff could keep up with, so they were constantly 
prioritizing issues that arose.  He agreed that increasing the size of staff would be helpful.   
 
Councilmember Harker had been hearing from constituents about a home that had burned down 
but had not yet been cleaned up.  Mr. Taylor explained that in such situations, property owners 
had a certain amount of time to address the cleanup.  He would look into that particular situation.   
 
Mayor Overson noted that “Let’s Talk Taylorsville” which was slated for March 31st would go 
forward with in person attendance.   
  
2. Adjourn 
 
Chair Cochran declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:13 p.m. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance- 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson  
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Councilmember Dan Armstrong  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO  
Councilmember Anna Barbieri   Duane Anjeweirden, Acting UPD Precinct Chief  
Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Brady Cottam, Taylorsville Police Chief 
Council Member Meredith Harker  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Richard Rich, Unified Fire Authority Captain 
      Jay Ziolkowski, Police Transition Team Liaison 
      Ben White, City Engineer   
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Others:  Kyrene Gibb, Bill Hardesty, John Hiskey, Sen. Karen Mayne, Pam Roberts, Kevyn 
Smeltzer, Jared Smith and Gordon Willardson.  
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 
   Chair Curt Cochran called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in 
attendance. A roll call was conducted wherein all councilmembers were present.   
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Councilmember Armstrong 
(Opening Ceremonies for April 7, 2021 to be arranged by Councilmember 
Barbieri) 

 
Councilmember Armstrong directed the Pledge of Allegiance and spoke briefly about the history 
of St. Patrick’s Day.  He noted it was a day initiated to celebrate Christianity coming to Ireland.  
He told a story about his grandfather who immigrated to the United States from Ireland.  He also 
mentioned American soldiers who had fought many wars to ensure that we have our freedoms in 
this country and as such, we need to realize and not take our freedom for granted.  Councilmember 
Armstrong then offered a Reverence.  
 
Chair Cochran suggested that the agenda be rearranged to accommodate an individual who needed 
to leave the meeting early to attend a different meeting.  There were no objections from the other 
councilmembers. 
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 
 
   Mayor Kristie Overson mentioned the many volunteers who were involved in citizen 
committees and thanked those who helped to make the committees run smoothly.   She stressed 
how critical volunteerism was to the City and extended her appreciation to Kris Heineman who, 
among other things, served as a liaison with each committee.  She also thanked the 
councilmembers who sat on various committees as well. 
 
Mayor Overson commented that she had spoken to Jim Dunnigan, Chair of the Taylorsville Dayzz 
Committee who confirmed that Taylorsville Dayzz was scheduled to take place that year.  
 
Mayor Overson invited the Council to attend a tour of the Performing Arts Center and asked that 
they contact her if interested. 
 
  The legislative session was discussed, and Mayor Overson mentioned John Hiskey and his 
hard work throughout the session.  She also recognized Senator Karen Mayne who was in 
attendance to give a brief report on the legislation she was involved with during the session.    
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Mayor Overson commented on the staff of Unified Fire Station 118 who were in attendance and 
thanked them for their professionalism in handling crisis situations.   
 
Mayor Overson explained that Jay Ziolkowski would give a brief report on the implementation of 
the Taylorsville Police Department and stated the City was on target to begin operations July 1, 
2021. 
 
  Mayor Overson stated she had the opportunity to participate in the selection of the new 
Granite School District superintendent.  She expressed appreciation for the good relationship that 
existed between the school district and Taylorsville.     
 
The Mayor had also been interviewing candidates for the new judge for the Taylorsville Justice 
Court.  She was currently halfway through the process and commented that the candidates were 
all stellar individuals.  She hoped to make a decision in the next few weeks.   
 
Mayor Overson gave a shout-out to her colleagues in the City’s administration.  She explained 
how much she appreciated the hard work they did for the City and its residents.   
 
Chair Cochran explained that like the Mayor, he greatly appreciated the job that the men and 
women at UFA Station 118 did on a regular basis. 
 
    1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
Chair Cochran reviewed the citizen comment procedures for the audience.  He then called for any 
citizen comments. 
 
Jared Smith commented on a Taylorsville residents’ Facebook page where he had posted an 
informal survey regarding the community’s desire for pickle-ball courts.  He noted there were 93 
responses to the survey and 97.8% of them wished for the courts.  
 
Council Chair Cochran explained that Janice Fields had submitted an online comment which he 
read aloud.  In her comments she explained that she appreciated Chair Cochran’s desire to extend 
the emergency proclamation at the March 3rd City Council meeting.  She went on to give a scenario 
about patients who lived in rural areas.   
 
   There were no additional citizen comments, and Chair Cochran closed the citizen comment 
period. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 
There were no appointments. 
 
3. REPORTS 
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3.1 Legislative Session Update – Senator Karen Mayne  
 

   Senator Karen Mayne explained she enjoyed coming to the different communities she 
represented to explain in person how the legislative session had progressed.  She explained that 
she sat on the Criminal Code Evaluation Task Force wherein various situations were brought to 
their attention if it was thought that a modification to state code could bring about positive change.  
She gave an example involving people who came forward with information regarding sex 
trafficking of young people in Utah.  They wished to help put an end to the problem and Senator 
Mayne indicated that with their help, important changes were made to the criminal code in this 
area.  This was just one example of work done by the committee. 
 
  Safety inspection processes were mentioned.  She noted many people want safety inspections 
for vehicles.  She stated she was planning to research the mechanical inspections of vehicles and 
see what can be done. 

 
Senator Mayne stated that two years ago it was brought to her attention that there were non U.S. 
citizens who wished to be police officers but were prohibited from serving in that capacity.  She 
pointed out that there was no citizenry requirement to serve in the U.S. military.  Her legislation 
was designed to change the criteria to allow non-citizens to serve as law enforcement officers.  She 
felt diversity was needed in police departments and this legislation would increase diversity in the 
ranks. 

   
   Sen. Mayne brought up public notice requirements and the challenges that were faced as 

“newspapers of general circulation” became more limited.  She sponsored a bill that eliminated 
the requirement of a newspaper notice in many situations. 

 
  Senator Mayne mentioned transportation changes and commented that Senator Harper was 
deeply involved in such issues and she would defer to him on those topics. 
 
There had been multiple pieces of mental health legislation that Senator Mayne hoped would lead 
to some answers about the high rate of suicide in Utah.  She mentioned a multitude of other bills 
that had been passed in the most recent legislative session, including involving affordable housing.  
She also responded to questions from councilmembers. 

 
  Chair Cochran expressed an interest in talking to the Senator about what appeared to be a lack 

of regulation of what mobile home park property owners could charge tenants for utilities. Senator 
Mayne stated she was aware of the issue and would be happy to speak to him outside the meeting.     
 
           3.6       Taylorsville Police Department Update – Jay Ziolkowski 
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   Jay Ziolkowski thanked the Council for accommodating his request to be moved up on the 
agenda.  He stated great progress had been made in creating the police department.  He noted there 
would be three topics presented in his report.   
 

1. Hiring Progress: Mr. Ziolkowski stated that interviews for sergeant positions had been 
completed.  Final recommendations and job offers would be made soon. One sergeant 
would begin work by the end of March, four by the end of April and five others by mid-
May. He explained that the recruitment announcement for fifty police officers would be 
going out within a couple of days and would remain open until all positions were filled.  
Each of those officers would begin work by June 14, as would four civilian employees, 
whose jobs would be posted in early April.   
 

Chair Cochran asked where hiring information could be found for those interested in submitting 
applications.  Mr. Ziolkowski stated that everything was on the City’s website which would be 
updated as specific positions were posted.   
 
Councilmember Harker commented that she would like to meet the personnel once they were 
officially hired.  Mr. Ziolkowski stated June 14th and the 21st were possible dates for a swearing in 
ceremony and a public showing of equipment, to include family, friends, and the community.  He 
stated he would keep the Council updated. 
 

2. Capital Overhead:    Mr. Ziolkowski reported on equipment, property and vehicles 
purchased as well as those that will be turned over from the Unified Police Department.   
The total fleet size would be 73 vehicles.  He also stated the transition team was working 
with a company on branding for the police department. 

 
Councilmember Barbieri asked for clarification on the vehicle policy.  Mr. Ziolkowski provided 
more detailed information.   
 

3. Mr. Ziolkowski asked if the Council was satisfied with the information, they had been 
receiving regarding TVPD.  Chair Cochran appreciated receiving the information.  Mr. 
Ziolkowski stated that Chief Cottam and/or Dep. Chief Gray were reviewing the 
department policies line by line.   

 
           3.2      Legislative Updates – John Hiskey 
 

   John Hiskey stated that billboard issues and sweepstakes gaming machines were also taken 
on by Senator Mayne. He pointed out how fortunate Taylorsville was to have Senators Mayne and 
Harper as well as Representatives Dunnigan and Kwan. He noted they were incredible individuals 
who had shown an ability to work across the aisle in a way not always seen at the federal level.   
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Senate Bill 61 – Lighted Billboards:  He noted the bill was defeated by a narrow margin and that 
the outdoor sign industry indicated they would be stepping back and contacting individual cities 
to better understand their concerns. 
 
   Bill 144 was also related to billboards and was also defeated, again by a narrow margin.  
 
HB 82, Auxiliary Dwelling Units (ADU) - This legislation was a threat to local control of housing 
issues.  He recounted the history of the bill and explained that elements of the Taylorsville City 
ordinance were incorporated into the bill.  Mr. Hiskey also commented on short-term rentals (i.e. 
Air B&B) and legislation that would have limited local control on such rentals was defeated. 
 
Councilmember Harker asked for clarification on HB 82.  Mr. Hiskey deferred to City Attorney 
Tracy Cowdell for more detailed information.  Mr. Cowdell stated it was a very complicated issue 
which was difficult to enforce.  While Taylorsville did not issue licenses for short-term rentals, 
people providing short-term rentals often did so without concern for licensing limitations.  City  
staff and Council continued to discuss the challenges of ADUs. 
 
Building Inspections (HB 98) - Mr. Hiskey explained that the original version of the bill would 
have allowed builders of single-family homes as well as commercial buildings to choose a private 
inspector rather than a city inspector.  The final bill (which was passed) still gave the City 14 days 
in which to review a plan for a single-family home.  If the City failed to do so, it would be eligible 
for an additional 14-day extension if the developer agreed.  Or the developer could opt to have its 
own engineer or architect certify the plan, relieving the City of its inherent liability.   It appeared 
that most cities had no difficulty meeting the 14-day deadline but if a builder ended up using an 
outside inspector, the building code would need to be followed.  
 
As for building inspections, Mr. Hiskey explained that cities would have three days in which to 
complete an inspection.  It was his understanding that was not typically a problem.  If the City 
failed to meet that three-day deadline, the developer would then have the option to hire an outside 
inspector who would need to be accredited and certified through the State of Utah.   
 
  Mr. Hiskey then explained various pieces of legislation that related to law enforcement 
entities.  He stated these entities came together to discuss the following: 
 
SB 13 – Required law enforcement agencies to report certain investigations to the Peace Officers 
Standards and Training (P.O.S.T.)  It also required that documented information about police 
employees be provided to prospective police employers upon request and would provide immunity 
for the entity which provided the required information.   
 
HB 59 – Provided for criminal penalties for the misuse of evidence in certain types of cases. 
 
  SB 102 – Allowed a process by which legal residents without citizenship could apply for 
status as a police officer, just as they were able to serve in the military.   He also commented on 
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legislation for providing more in-depth training to officers for de-escalation incidents, K-9 
handlers, etc. 
 
Mr. Hiskey also touched on HB 244 which involved first class county highway road funds.  He 
explained that this legislation made it possible for every city in Salt Lake County to receive a 
portion of the funds.  Taylorsville would receive $1.1 million per year from UDOT for 15 years 
specifically for Taylorsville transportation projects.   The projects needed to be ready to go—
beyond the planning phase.   
 
HB 433- $264 million in a bond for transit projects.  Within that funding source was $11 million 
for Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) for the mid-valley area as well as $5 million to Taylorsville for 4700 
South construction.     
 
 3.3  Salt Lake County Public Works Report – Kevyn Smeltzer 

 
  Kevyn Smeltzer of Salt Lake County Public Works explained that due to the small amount of 
snowfall that season, only 1/3 of the snow removal budget had been used which meant those funds 
were available for other projects.  Mr. Smeltzer explained that he received a lot of complaints 
about cul-de-sacs and the County was trying to provide additional training to new snowplow 
drivers to become more effective in such areas.  He asked that the City reach out to him if they 
received complaints regarding snow removal. 
 
The Council and Mr. Smeltzer discussed a variety of public works areas of responsibilities.   
 
           3.4       Y2 Survey Report – Kyrene Gibb 
 
  Kyrene Gibb provided information regarding the survey of city residents conducted in 
November 2020.  It was a follow up to one conducted in 2019 and she pointed out that although 
the level of satisfaction appeared to be reduced from the initial survey, she felt the reduction was 
largely in response to the pandemic and not necessarily specific to services Taylorsville was or 
was not providing.  She noted residents gave the City’s health and quality of life a very positive 
rating and indicated there were five specific findings she wished to share with the City Council. 
 Overall, the respondents were happy with the way the city was being run 
 Residents’ major concerns were focused on traffic, growth, and crime. 
 Most respondents were pleased with the way Taylorsville had handled the pandemic 
 Respondents had increased the amount of time spent recreating in public parks and their 

satisfaction with City parks and open spaces had increased slightly from the previous year 
 Most of the respondents still wished to receive their information about the City from the 

Taylorsville Journal (37%), an email from the City (26%) or social media (6%). 
 
Ms. Gibb explained that the survey results were based on 517 respondents which was a roughly  
14% response rate.  Ms. Gibb explained that was considered a fairly good rate in the 
survey/research industry.     
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  She noted that the overall quality of life rating had not changed much at 74%.  Compared to 
neighboring cities in the valley, Taylorsville was at the higher end of the average range.    
 
Ms. Gibb gave further statistics regarding fire and emergency medical services as well as 
communication services.  She noted the journal was the most used communication tool.  It was 
mentioned that more residents would like to receive emailed information. 
 
      3.5      Cultural Diversity Committee Report – Bill Hardesty 
 
Bill Hardesty recognized the hard work of the committee’s members and volunteers.  He stated 
over the past year there had been a change in leadership as well as a change to virtual meetings.  
He thanked Council Coordinator Kris Heineman for her help in providing him with committee 
meeting minutes and notes from the past two years.   
 
The committee reached out to the Latinos In Action group at Taylorsville High School and now 
had a member of the group join the committee.  He asked the council if it would be possible to 
include 16–18-year-old students as members of this committee.  He had also reached out to other 
groups within the city such as the Vietnamese community.  The committee had also contacted the 
police department to offer cultural diversity services.   
 
He hoped to see the committee build bridges with other diversity committees around the valley 
and stated he had already reached out to the South Salt Lake City Equity Council who had 
responded with several ideas that could be implemented.   
 
The committee would like to build their brand with the diverse community and the residents within 
the city.  He hoped to report on numerous successes from this year at his next report.   
 
Councilmember Harker asked how many members the committee had. Mr. Hardesty responded 
that there were four members but that with volunteers, the number was around 12.  Ms. Harker 
asked whether the youth who wished to join the committee could include their parents as well.  
Mr. Hardesty stated many parents in minority groups worked 2-3 jobs which made it difficult for 
them to attend committee meetings.   
 
Councilmember Barbieri asked about reaching out to small businesses owned by minorities.  Mr. 
Hardesty responded that small business owners seemed to have difficulty committing due to the 
heavy workload of running their businesses.  Chair Cochran confirmed that the committee had 
split the list of Taylorsville businesses amongst the committee membership, and each member 
reached out to the minority owned businesses on their list.  As Mr. Hardesty had indicated, no one 
seemed to feel they had the time to devote to the committee.  
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Councilmember Harker pointed out that the Parks and Recreation committee had partnered with 
the Cultural Diversity Committee on several events in the past and would love to continue doing 
so.  She suspected other committees would be open to that as well.  
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 4.1 Minutes –March 3, 2021 City Council Meeting  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve the minutes of March 3, 2021.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Barbieri 
 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Armstrong  Yes 
Chair Cochran         Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri           Yes 
Councilmember Burgess             Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
There were no planning matters on the agenda. 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
There were no financial matters. 
 

 
7. OTHER MATTERS 
 
There were no other matters. 
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 
 
           8.1        Councilmember Burgess – Discussed the possibility of the Council approving 
funds for the annual clean-up event which the Green Committee would be sponsoring in June.  He 
was asking for an additional $11,000 to be added to the $12,000 already earmarked.  He stated that 
raising the amount to total $25,000 would also cover any unexpected costs for the event.  The 
Clean-up event was tentatively scheduled for June 19, 2021 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at 
Taylorsville High School.  Councilmember Burgess asked for volunteers to help with the event.  
He commented there would be no charge for using the school property. Council Chair Cochran 
confirmed with Scott Harrington that the money would come from the general fund.  Mr. Taylor 
clarified that for the record, the Council was approving to overrun the budget line item by no more 
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than $11,000 and to collect it at year-end.  An agreement to approve the additional funds was 
reached with all five councilmembers providing verbal approval.   
 

8.2 Councilmember Armstrong – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.3 Council Chair Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.4 Councilmember Harker – nothing for subsequent consideration 
 

      8.5 Councilmember Barbieri – Discussed the Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling 
District (WFWRD) moving from being a special service district to a local district.  She noted the 
City would need to adopt a resolution to approve this change and that the Salt Lake County Council 
would need to do so as well.  Councilmember Barbieri stated she had spoken with County 
Councilmember Aimee Winder Newton regarding this, and she expressed interest in keeping 
control at the local level as much as possible.    

 
With the current status of an SSD, most decisions needed go through Salt Lake County for approval 
which could cause delayed responses and communication issues.  Ms. Barbieri stated this change 
would allow for WFWRD to function more expeditiously.  Salt Lake County needed to agree to 
allow it to become a local entity before it could happen, and every single member agency would 
need to do so as well.   

 
  Tracy Cowdell stated that some cities had already passed resolutions in favor of the change.  

He indicated there did not seem to be a downside to approving it.  WFWRD’s status as an SSD 
allowed Salt Lake County to have more power than perhaps the cities would like.  This change 
would create an autonomous entity.  

 
WFWRD director Pam Roberts was in attendance and was asked to speak on the subject.  She 
pointed out that it was a fee-based business.  They operated on cash that was received each quarter.  
She felt that was a great way to operate a business.  Ms. Roberts provided some history about the 
creation and evolution of WFWRD before stating that there were five other municipalities that had 
already adopted a resolution supporting the change.   

 
Councilmember Armstrong asked about the voting process on WFWRD’s governing board.  Ms. 
Roberts responded that each member city had one vote—the votes were equal and not dependent 
upon the size of the cities.  Mr. Armstrong asked if the resolution could be approved without 100% 
approval from the municipalities.  Ms. Roberts explained that every single member city needed to 
approve the change for it to take place.  Discussion ensued regarding appointing the board.   

 
Councilmember Harker asked if there would be differences felt by the residents and Ms. Roberts 
responded that there would not be. 
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  Ms. Roberts sought an informal indication as to whether the council wished to consider 
adopting a resolution in favor of supporting WFWRD’s change to a local district.  Tracy Cowdell 
indicated that a nod of the head from each councilmember would be sufficient to indicate that the 
council wished to have the matter placed on an agenda and a resolution brought back to the city 
council. A verbal poll was taken with all members of the council indicating their wish to formally 
address the matter.  Tracy Cowdell stated a resolution would be drafted and submitted at a future 
city council meeting.   
 
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 
 
 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.2 “Let’s Talk Taylorsville”–Wednesday, March 31, 2021 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 9.3 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.4 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.5 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.6 Planning Commission Meeting- Tuesday, April 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

9.7 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, April 21, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 
9.8 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, April 21, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 
9.9 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, April 27, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 

   
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

 
11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
   MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to adjourn, and Chair Cochran 

declared the meeting adjourned at 9:10 p.m.  
 
 
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Minutes approved: April 7, 2021 
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