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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 
 

City of Taylorsville 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes 
 

Wednesday, June 16, 2021 
Council Chambers 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd., Room No. 140 
Taylorsville, Utah 84129 

 
 
BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance- 
 
Mayor: 
 
Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Vice-Chair Anna Barbieri   Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin/C.F.O.  
Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
Councilmember Meredith Harker  Brady Cottam, Taylorsville Police Chief 
      Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Econ/Comm Development Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Ben White, City Engineer     
 
Excused:  Councilmember Armstrong 
 
Others: Brian Allen, John E. Gidney, Howard Wilson and Jay Ziolkowski 
 
BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Chair Cochran conducted the Briefing Session, which convened at 6:02 p.m. A roll call was 
conducted wherein all councilmembers were present except Councilmember Armstrong who it 
was hoped would be able to attend the regular meeting electronically.  
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1. Review Agenda   
 
The agenda for the City Council Meeting was reviewed.   
 
At the request of Councilmember Harker, City Engineer Ben White provided an update to the 
Loving Labrum Park project.   
 
2. Adjourn 
 
Chair Curt Cochran declared the Briefing Session adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance- 
 
Mayor: 
 
Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Vice-Chair Anna Barbieri   Scott Harrington, Chief Financial Officer  
Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder  
Councilmember Meredith Harker  Brady Cottam, Taylorsville Police Chief 
      Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Econ./Community Developer Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Brett Miller, Taylorsville Police Lieutenant   
           
Excused:  Councilmember Dan Armstrong 
 
Others:  Brian Allen, Tyler Allen, Duane Anjeweirden, Ken Donarski, John E. Gidney, Lynn 
Handy, Bob Knudsen, Todd Gray, Katie Kourianos, Scott List, Bill Mertlich, Tuyet Nguyen, Dean 
Paynter, Howard Wilson, Susan Homan, and Jay Ziolkowski 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
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Chair Cochran called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  A roll 
call was conducted wherein all councilmembers were present. 
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge and Reverence – Councilmember Burgess
 (Opening Ceremonies for July 7, 2021, to be arranged by Councilmember    
Armstrong) 

 
Councilmember Burgess directed the Pledge of Allegiance before offering a reverence. 
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 
 
   Mayor Kristie Overson explained that there had recently been a ribbon-cutting for the new 
state liquor store in the city.  All new businesses in the city were appreciated and she looked 
forward to the tax revenue it would bring to Taylorsville. 
 
She expressed her thanks to members of the council and to Wayne Harper for joining her in 
representing the city at the ChamberWest gala which had been held the night before.  It was a great 
deal of fun and she appreciated Councilmember Armstrong for his role on the Chamber’s Board 
of Governors.  Four local businesses had been nominated for awards--Penny Ann’s Café, Hidden 
Peaks Coffee and Roasting Company, Summit Vista and Perspicacity, LLC.  
 
The Unified Fire Authority’s Board meeting the previous day included a discussion of the current 
severe drought conditions—the extremely hot temperatures, fireworks, and restricted areas.  She 
reminded everyone that there was an interactive map at UnifiedFire.org which showed areas with 
fireworks restrictions in place.  The city had received inquiries from residents regarding fireworks 
restrictions and the city was closely monitoring both the State and Salt Lake County for any 
decisions regarding fireworks.  In the meantime, she cautioned everyone to be very careful. 
 
Mayor Overson then read an email from a resident who worked as a bus driver for Jordan School 
District.  She had recently been driving a busload of kids back to school after the end-of-schoolyear 
Lagoon Day.  The gist of the email was:   

… a student suffering from heat stroke was feeling worse by the minute.  I let the 
teachers know that there was a St. Mark’s Emergency Clinic close by.  I pulled up 
to the clinic by the ambulance entrance for the student to get care.  I then moved 
the bus over by the fire station where there was more shade to let other students off 
the bus so they could cool down.  I went over to the fire department.  The doors 
were locked (because the firefighters were on a call) but a gentleman opened the 
door and I told him what was going on.  Even though I had interrupted a meeting 
of fellow citizens, they told me to let the kids get as much water as they needed and 
to come inside to cool down.  I truly appreciate them for opening the doors and 
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allowing us to interrupt their meeting. Please thank all those people who 
accommodated us. 
 

Mayor Overson’s “take-away” was that this was a very calm and collected resident who knew the 
city, including a safe place to take the kids when they needed help.  That’s what Taylorsville was 
all about—neighbors helping neighbors. 
 
Tomorrow would be the mayor’s last meeting as a board member of the Unified Police Department 
Board of Directors.  As Taylorsville ended its contract with UPD, it did so on friendly terms and 
with mutual respect.  As far as the new Taylorsville Police Department, in-house training had 
begun the previous Monday for the entire department.  She expressed her great respect and 
appreciation to Jay Ziolkowski and the rest of the transition team for their efforts. 
 
Regarding the current state of local parks (both county and city-owned), due to the severe drought 
and water shortage, everyone would be seeing brown grass.  Regarding private property, the code 
compliance officers would not be issuing citations for brown or yellow lawns during the drought.  
If the grass or weeds were exceedingly high, that was a different issue. 
 
The Centennial Plaza and Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center outside city hall involved carefully 
planned landscape designs that would accommodate Movies in the Park events, outdoor concerts, 
farmer’s markets, parade watching and open play space.  Water-wise landscaping had been chosen 
and when the project was complete, there would be less than half the grass than had previously 
been on site, with a reduced need for water.  The city was being very careful about water usage 
and Mayor Overson asked that residents do their part to be very cautious in their water usage and 
particularly with any fireworks. 
             
Councilmember Burgess expressed appreciation to the Green Committee who was the group that 
let the children into the fire station.  They felt it was the right thing to do at the time. 
 
 1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
   Chair Cochran reviewed the citizen comment procedures and called for any citizen 
comments.  There was no one who expressed an interest in speaking, so Chair Cochran closed the 
citizen comment period. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 

2.1 Resolution No. 21-24 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville consenting to the 
appointment of Lt. Brett Miller as a Deputy Chief of the Taylorsville Police 
Department 
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   Mayor Overson explained that Lt. Brett Miller had served the community since 2003.   He 
clearly had an unwavering commitment to Taylorsville and led by example.  It was her honor and 
great privilege to recommend the appointment of Lt. Brett Miller as Deputy Chief of the new 
Taylorsville Police Department. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve Resolution No. 21-24, appointing 

Lt. Brett Miller as a Deputy Chief of the Taylorsville Police Department.   The 
motion was seconded by Councilmember Burgess. 

 
Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 
Chair Cochran         Yes 
Councilmember Burgess       Yes 
Councilmember Harker  Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
Deputy Chief Miller indicated he was overwhelmed and honored to be there, after having served 
under five mayors. 
 
The Oath of Office was then administered and photos taken. 
 
3. REPORTS 
  

3.1 Taylorsville Police Department Update -  Jay Ziolkowski 
 

   Mr. Ziolkowski agreed with Mayor Overson that there was excitement in the air.  It was 
wonderful to see plans made a year ago coming to fruition. 
 
He then explained that all personnel had been hired, police vehicles were being registered and 
plated, and most weapons and computer equipment had been acquired and prepared. 
 
All pending items had been completed except for one which would be done before July 1st.  He 
was confident that the department would be ready to begin operations as planned at midnight July 
1st. 
 
Councilmember Burgess felt that in forming a new police department, the city had done the right 
thing for the people of Taylorsville.  As a citizen, he had a great deal of confidence in the new 
department and the people who had been chosen to be a part of it. 
 
Councilmember Harker expressed the hope that the members of the new police department knew 
how excited the council was to have them on board.  Mr. Ziolkowski responded that he knew they 
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did, because so many of them had mentioned to him that was one of the many reasons they chose 
to work for Taylorsville. 
 
            3.2 Taylorsville Arts Council Report – Howard Wilson 
 
   Mr. Wilson explained that after a difficult year, the Arts Council finally looked forward to 
smooth sailing ahead.  He wished to present information regarding 2020 and 2021 as well as look 
ahead to 2022.  He listed some of the activities that the Arts Council had sponsored virtually during 
the pandemic. 

• Create a Covid Song 
• Sidewalk Art 
• Lego Art Concert 
• Virtual Art Show 

 
Mr. Wilson presented Communications Director Kim Horiuchi with an award of appreciation for 
her efforts creating an advertisement for the virtual art show. 
 
Future Arts Council events were expected to be: 
 

• A Fall concert 
• Winter Wonderettes, the Musical 
• Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat 
• Peter Pan Jr  
• Taylorsville’s Got Talent 

 
Councilmember Barbieri thanked Mr. Wilson and the rest of the Arts Council for finding ways to 
sponsor events throughout the pandemic, despite the many challenges. 
 
            3.3 Bangerter Environmental Study – Brian Allen 
 
   Brian Allen of Utah Department of Transportation (UDOT) explained how excited he was 
to be in Taylorsville and commented on the positive atmosphere that was evident in the room.  He 
was there to give an overview of various UDOT projects in the city. 

• An environmental study was being conducted to convert Bangerter Highway into a full-
fledged freeway system 

• Part of that conversion would involve the 4700 South interchange in Taylorsville 
• The 2700 West project had not yet been funded 
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The purpose of the 4700 South project was to improve mobility and reduce the severity and number 
of crashes.  It would improve quality of life, better connect communities, promote a strong 
economy, and keep Utah moving. 
 
There was a fast, aggressive schedule for the project.  The environmental phase was to be 
completed in 2022 with construction in 2023.  The Jordan Valley Aqueduct might need to be 
relocated and if so, the project would take three years rather than two. 
 
Mr. Allen illustrated the public outreach that would take place, including presentations to the city 
council at all major milestones.  UDOT was communicating with the public through a variety of 
channels and would be holding an open house at Kennedy Jr High so that the project team could 
better understand the community’s needs and interests.  Eventually a public hearing would be held 
as required by law. 
 
Councilmember Harker asked if it was an overpass or an underpass that would be designed for the 
intersection.  Mr. Allen explained that the presence of the aqueduct meant that it would have to be 
an overpass that was built. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

4.1 Minutes –May 19, 2021 City Council Meeting 
 

MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve the minutes from May 19, 2021 as 
presented.   The motion was seconded by Councilmember Burgess. 

 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri   Yes 
Chair Cochran   Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
There were no planning matters 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 6.1 Public Hearing and Resolution No. 21-21- To receive public comment regarding a 

Resolution of the City of Taylorsville to reallocate approximately $758,694.52 of funding 
from FY2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2019 CDBG Annual Action Plans to Improve the 
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Viability of the Carriage Square Shopping Center located at 4166 South 1785 West through 
Updated Signage, Parking Area Design and Resurfacing, and Building Façade 
Improvements – Ken Donarksi 

 
   Ken Donarski explained that tonight was a public hearing to accept comments regarding the 
proposed reallocation of CDBG funds from the 2015 through 2019 budget years.  The city had a 
great opportunity to enter into a cooperative agreement with Carriage Square to undertake a 
redevelopment project.  The area was originally built in 1977 as a retail and office space 
development.  The center had served the city well during that time and it now consisted of a variety 
of small businesses, many of which were minority-owned.  After almost 45 years, the center 
needed a face lift and a partnership between the business owners and the city to rebuild the failed 
parking lot, replace and widen sidewalks in front of the businesses, enhance the landscaping and 
irrigation system, and potentially assist with replacement of the center signage.  The business 
owners would agree to update, repair, or replace the building facades, remove all the shipping and 
storage containers, repair roofs, update building interiors and coordinate individual business 
signage. In short, it was a win-win for both the city and the business owners.  This project could 
save and create jobs and businesses, increase traffic from Taylorsville and its surrounding 
communities, and bring in increased sales and property tax revenue.    
 
Councilmember Barbieri asked what Plan B was if the business owners were unable or unwilling 
to do their part.  Mr. Donarski explained there would be a written agreement in place before the 
city put any funds into the project.  Councilmember Barbieri felt Carriage Square was a real gem 
but was concerned that with so many different business owners involved, there might not be 
consensus. 
 
Economic Development Director Wayne Harper agreed that Carriage Square had a great deal of 
potential but that there were nearly 44 different owners, many of whom were second or third 
generation families.  Mr. Donarski had met with them at least ten times, ensuring buy-in from the 
entire group.  Although there were still discussions to be had, each owner would need to sign the 
agreement for the CDBG funds to be used. 
 
Councilmember Barbieri agreed the fact that the development was governed by a property owner’s 
association would make things easier.  Scott Harrington stated that ideally, work would begin in a 
couple of months. 
 
   Chair Cochran opened the public hearing at 7:41 p.m.  
 
Bill Mertlich stated he served on the governing board of the Carriage Square Property Owner’s 
Association and expressed gratitude for the opportunity to work with Taylorsville staff.  He and 
other business owners had talked for some time about making improvements and this project was 
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giving them the boost they needed.  He said the council should not worry about business owners 
not wishing to participate—they were very eager to do so. 
 
John E. Gidney explained that he lived directly west of Carriage Square and had recently walked 
through the site.  He felt there was a great deal of potential there, and he spoke in favor of moving 
forward with the project. 
 
There was no one else who indicated a desire to speak, so Chair Cochran closed the public hearing 
at 7:45 p.m. 
 
Chair Cochran and Councilmembers Harker and Burgess all expressed excitement for the project 
and Councilmember Burgess thanked Mayor Overson for her insight as to how the area could 
benefit for some long-overdue improvements. 
 
Mayor Overson responded that like everything else, Team Taylorsville had been working 
cooperatively to make positive change. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Burgess moved to approve Resolution 21-21, reallocating 

approximately $758,694.52 of funding from FY2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 and 
2019 CDBG Annual Action Plans to Improve the Viability of the Carriage 
Square Shopping Center located at 4166 South 1785 West through Updated 
Signage, Parking Area Design and Resurfacing, and Building Façade 
Improvements.   The motion was seconded by Councilmember Harker. 

 
Chair Cochran         Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Burgess   Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
 6.2 Resolution No. 21-22 - A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville Determining the 

Certified Rate of Tax and Levying of Taxes Upon All Real and Personal Property within 
the City for the Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2021 and ending June 30, 2021 

 
   Mr. Harrington explained that the certified tax rate must be set each year.  He clarified that 
there was no tax increase which had caused some confusion with members of the public.  The rate 
was set by the county auditor and assessor and was part of the truth in taxation process.  He 
indicated that as house values increased, the city did not receive increased revenue.  In fact, the 
certified tax rate had gone down from where it was the previous year. 
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Chair Cochran inquired about when the tax revenue would be received by the city.  Mr. Harrington 
indicated most of it would be received in December and January. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Barbieri moved to approve Resolution 21-22, adopting the 

Certified Rate of Tax and Levying of Taxes Upon All Real and Personal 
Property within the City for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2021, and ending 
June 30, 2021.   The motion was seconded by Councilmember Burgess. 

 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 
Chair Cochran    Yes 
Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
7. OTHER MATTERS 
 

7.1 Resolution No. 21-23- A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville approving a 
Policy Manual for the Taylorsville Police Department – Jay Ziolkowski 

  
   Jay Ziolkowski explained that the city had contracted with Lexipol to help develop the policy 
manual for the new Taylorsville Police Department.  Deputy Chief Gray had taken the generic 
versions of the policies and vetted them with various sources (including at the federal level), before 
refining them for Taylorsville’s purposes.   
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Burgess moved to approve Resolution 21-23, adopting a 

Policy Manual for the Taylorsville Police Department.   The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Barbieri. 

 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Chair Cochran    Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
 7.2 Resolution No. 21-25 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville approving an 

Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with the Salt Lake Area Gang Project – Jay 
Ziolkowski 

 



Taylorsville City Council Minutes 
June 16, 2021 
Page 11 

  

 

   Mr. Ziolkowski explained that this interlocal agreement was specific to gangs since they, like 
crime itself, did not recognize geographic boundaries.  It was important for departments to work 
together as collaborative partners.  Taylorsville Police would have an officer working on the gang 
unit, both on prevention as well as reactive law enforcement.  He/she would work primarily in the 
high school during the school year. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve Resolution 21-25, approving an 

Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with the Salt Lake Area Gang project.    
The motion was seconded by Councilmember Burgess. 

 
Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 
Chair Cochran         Yes 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker  Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
 7.3 Resolution No. 21-26 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville approving an 

Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with the Salt Lake County Officer Involved 
Critical Incident Task Force – Jay Ziolkowski 

 
   Mr. Ziolkowski explained that under this agreement, if a TVPD officer were to be involved 
in a critical incident, other agencies would handle the investigation to ensure there was a third-
party review and that the incident was not merely investigated internally.  Likewise, TVPD would 
be available to handle such investigations for other police departments that were parties to the 
agreement. 
 
Tracy Cowdell explained this was an excellent model and he had a tremendous amount of 
confidence in the task force.  He explained that the process outlined in the agreement was part of 
ensuring things were done as they should be. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Barbieri moved to approve Resolution 21-26, approving an 

Interlocal Cooperation Agreement with the Salt Lake County Officer Involved 
Critical Incident Task Force.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Burgess. 

 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri  Yes 
Chair Cochran   Yes 
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The motion passed 4-0 
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 
 

8.1 Councilmember Burgess – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.2 Councilmember Armstrong – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.3 Council Chair Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.4 Councilmember Harker – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.5 Councilmember Barbieri – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 
 
 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, June 22, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.2 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, June 22, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 
 9.3 “Let’s Talk Taylorsville” – Wednesday, June 30, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 9.4 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, July 7, 2021 – 6:00 p.m. 
 9.5 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, July 7, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.6 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, July 13, 2021 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.7 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, July 13, 2021 – 7:00 p.m. 
  
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

10.1 City Cleanup Event: Saturday, June 19, 2021 8:00 a.m. to Noon (Taylorsville 
High School) 
 
10.2 Movies in the Park: Saturday, June 19, 2021 “School of Rock” with live music 
from DeNovo performing at 7:00 pm, movie to begin at dusk 
 
10.3 Taylorsville Dayzz: June 24 – 26, 2021 
 

11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205  
  
No closed session was held. 
 
Mayor Overson wished to take a moment and extend her most sincere appreciation to the council 
for its support as the administration worked on the monumental task of creating a new police 
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department.  It appeared that everything was now in place to begin operations at midnight on July 
1. She thanked them for their trust in Team Taylorsville.  In turn, Chair Cochran thanked staff for 
involving the council in the process so that they were kept in the loop and had a good understanding 
of the project status as it evolved. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to adjourn, and Chair Cochran declared the 

meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Minutes approved: July 7, 2021 
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