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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 

 

City of Taylorsville 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes 

 

Wednesday, August 4, 2021 

Council Chambers 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd., Room No. 140 

Taylorsville, Utah 84129 

 

BRIEFING SESSION 

 

Attendance: 

 

Mayor Kristie Overson 

 

Council Members:    City Staff: 

 

Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 

Council Vice Chair Anna Barbieri  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Administrator/C.F.O. 

Councilmember Dan Armstrong  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 

Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 

Councilmember Meredith Harker  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 

      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 

      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 

      Ben White, City Engineer 

      Jay Ziolkowski, Consultant 

 

6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 

 

Chair Curt Cochran conducted the briefing session, which convened at 6:02 p.m. A roll call was 

conducted, wherein all councilmembers were present.  

 

1. Review Agenda 

 

The agenda for the city council meeting was reviewed.   

 

Councilmember Burgess expressed a concern about maintenance of sprinklers at Labrum Park.  

 

https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/6728/637638454722900000
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John Taylor responded that there was a caretaker for each park.  He understood that the broken 

sprinklers had been fixed, so if they were currently broken, perhaps they had been broken for a 

second time.   

 

Mayor Overson asked that if such problems were discovered, please report them to the city so that 

action could be taken.   

 

Councilmember Harker felt it was clear there was a problem at Labrum Park. 

 

Councilmember Armstrong suggested that the city investigate what it would cost to re-sod the 

parks with grass killed by the current drought.  He felt a mid-year budget adjustment might be 

necessary. 

 

2. Adjourn 

 

Chair Cochran declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:12 p.m.  

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

6:30 REGULAR MEETING 

 

Attendance: 

 

Mayor Kristie Overson  

 

Council Members:    City Staff: 

 

Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 

Council Vice Chair Anna Barbieri  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin/C.F.O. 

Council Member Dan Armstrong  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder  

Council Member Ernest Burgess  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 

Council Member Curt Cochran  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 

      Wayne Harper, Comm. 

      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 

      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 

      Jay Ziolkowski, Consultant 

       

Others: Melanie Bennett, Mary Beth Bingham, John E. Gidney, Dan Harrie, Tess Hartwell, 

Doug Olsen, Dean Paynter, Renee Plant, Pam Roberts, Brandon Ruiz, Carrie Ruiz, Cheyenne 

Ruiz, Paul Schulte, Jared Smith, Sam Wood, and Stacy Wood 
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1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 

 

   Chair Cochran called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance.  

A roll call was conducted wherein all council members were present. 

 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Council Chair Cochran 

 (Opening Ceremonies for August 18, 2021 to be arranged by Mayor 

  Overson) 

 

Chair Cochran directed the Pledge of Allegiance before offering a reverence. 

 

 1.2 Mayor’s Report 

 

   Mayor Kristie Overson reported a brief meeting she attended with Congressman Burgess 

Owens.  He would soon be driving through Taylorsville to visit the pending Bus Rapid Transit 

(BRT) route.  She appreciated the opportunity to strengthen relationships with other elected 

officials.    

 

Taylorsville was one of five cities recently recognized by the Economic Corporation of Utah 

(EDCU) as a development-ready community. She, Wayne Harper and Jean Ashby had recently 

participated in an EDCU town hall, and she wished to thank the Economic Development team for 

taking proactive steps to highlight Taylorsville and to prepare the city for business development 

opportunities. 

 

Mayor Overson also appreciated the city’s partnership with ChamberWest.  She and Sgt. Scott 

Lloyd of TVPD were members of the Chamber’s Business Theft Taskforce Committee.  The 

committee was currently focused on the theft of catalytic converters from vehicles.  She was 

grateful for the opportunity to work with ChamberWest, as well as other nearby communities to 

see what could be done to address the very widespread problem.  Senator Karen Mayne had 

recently opened a bill file to address the issue at the next legislative session. 

 

The mayor explained that she had a seat on the Chambers’ Housing Sub Committee of the 

Legislative Committee.  An interesting discussion was held regarding Accessory Dwelling Units 

(ADUs).  Although Taylorsville already had an ordinance in place, ADUs were still a problem in 

certain parts of the city. She had previously made a commitment to the council to see what the city 

could do to better understand the process.  A meeting had been held with all the staff involved in 

that process— staff responsible for business licensing, building permits, code enforcement, GIS, 

etc.  The group would continue to meet monthly to see what could be done to ensure that ADUs 

were appropriate.  
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After a challenging year, all city employees were back working on site.  She recognized that 

COVID was still a threat, so the city continued to take precautions.  The previous year had shown 

that staff could be flexible and work remotely at times, while continuing to serve the community.   

 

Regarding public safety, Mayor Overson chaired the Unified Fire Authority Board and in that 

capacity had recently attended the grand opening of a new Midvale fire station.  The station would 

benefit not just Midvale but the entire valley.  She also attended the swearing-out ceremony for 

Engineer Pickle who had recently retired. 

 

Taylorsville Police had been operating for a month and was heading smoothly in the right direction.  

Creating a very competitive salary range for Taylorsville officers seemed to have created a wage 

war across the valley and she was very glad to see those who put themselves in harm’s way were 

being paid better. 

 

The mayor pointed out that Centennial Plaza outside city hall looked beautiful and was nearly 

complete.  Artwork would be featured, and a ribbon-cutting would take place the following month. 

 

Business licensing had received 81 license applications in July.  Combined with others that were 

submitted in June, 129 business licenses were issued in July.  Code Enforcement had opened 96 

cases and these cases were important to ensure that Taylorsville remained an attractive, inviting 

community.  One hundred seventeen code enforcement cases were resolved in July which left 437 

active cases. The Planning department had received 7 new applications in July, with 5 being 

completed.  As for the Building department, 146 permits had been issued, and 34 were currently 

active.  Although their work was inconvenient for some, Google had exceeded the city’s 

expectations regarding the speed of their progress towards improving connectivity in Taylorsville. 

 

  1.2.1 Brandon Ruiz and Cheyenne Ruiz Wrestling Championship Recognition 

 

    Mayor Overson introduced Cheyenne Ruiz and her father Brandon and invited them to step 

forward and be recognized.  Ms. Ruiz had recently become the 6A girls wrestling state champion 

for her weight class.  Her father, Brandon Ruiz was her coach and he had also wrestled at 

Taylorsville High as a youth and since then had won national and world championships in 

Brazilian Jiu Jitsu.  The mayor was delighted to recognize both Ruiz’ for their athletic 

accomplishments. 

 

The Ruiz family then posed for photos with their family and the city council.  

 

 1.3 Citizen Comments 

 

   Chair Cochran reviewed the citizen comment procedures for the audience.  He then asked if 

any citizens wished to be heard. 
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Dan Harrie explained that he was newly retired and had developed a love of pickleball.  It was his 

understanding that the city had $100,000 to spend on pickleball courts and he did not want it spent 

on new ones.   Instead, he wished for the existing courts to be improved and re-oriented to sit north 

and south as opposed to their current east/west orientation.  Currently the courts were not usable 

because the sun shone directly in a players’ eyes both in the morning and in the evening which 

was when pickleball was typically played.  He stated that no one played pickleball on 

Taylorsville’s courts but pointed out that both Murray’s and West Jordan’s north/south facing 

courts were always busy.  He also asked for fencing around the courts. 

 

Trisha Blank wished to discuss voter fraud and ranked-choice voting (RCV).  She had friends who 

wished to make a presentation to the council at the next meeting.  She felt RCV allowed citizens 

to have more than one vote which was inappropriate.  She also stated that in the past, she had been 

allowed to vote without showing identification which was problematic.  She felt only those who 

asked for a mail-in ballot should have one and that otherwise, voting should be conducted in the 

traditional manner and in person. She also asked the city to investigate the efficacy of voting 

machines. 

 

There were no additional comments, and Chair Cochran closed the citizen comment period. 

    

2. APPOINTMENTS 

 

2.1   Appointment of Mary Beth Bingham and Stacy Wood to the Parks and 

Recreation Committee – Councilmember Harker and Jared Smith 

 

    Jared Smith, chair of the Parks and Recreation Committee invited Ms. Bingham and Ms. 

Wood to step forward.   

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to appoint Mary Beth Bingham and Stacy 

Wood to serve on the Parks and Recreation committee.  The motion was 

seconded by Councilmember Burgess. 

 

Councilmember Armstrong        Yes 

Councilmember Burgess        Yes 

Councilmember Harker        Yes 

Councilmember Barbieri  Yes 

Chair Cochran   Yes 

 

The motion passed 5-0 

 

3. REPORTS 
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3.1 Wasatch Front Waste and Recycling District – Pam Roberts 

 

   Pam Roberts recognized WFWRD employee Ryan Jones who had recently been named the 

2021 National Driver of the Year Award.  Additionally, Pam introduced Renee Plant who had 

filled a new position—Administrative Manager—and would, along with Ms. Roberts, be working 

with communities, community partnerships and resolving safety issues on private roads. 

 

WFWRD had recently gone before the Salt Lake County Council to request permission to 

reorganize as a Local District.  She felt that having six WFWRD board members (including Board 

Member Barbieri) physically present at the meeting and another four attend electronically) helped 

illustrate to the County Council that the WFWRD board was very supportive of the proposition.   

 

The recent Taylorsville Annual Cleanup Event had resulted in the disposal of the following: 

• 6.7 tons of waste 

• 2.6 tons of green waste 

• 1.5 tons of glass 

 

There were 1,272 green waste subscribers in Taylorsville as well as 121 glass recycling 

subscribers. Ms. Roberts reported more good news when she explained that the cost of recycling 

had taken a much-needed dive from $65/ton to $20/ton.   

 

WFWRD’s Sustainability Team had made 52 classroom presentations during the 2020-2021 

school year, 12 of which were in Taylorsville. 

 

Before ending her report, Ms. Roberts took the opportunity to reiterate the reasons that the 

dumpster program had been modified and the modifications continued to be necessary. 

 

Councilmember Burgess spoke very highly of Ms. Roberts and her staff and the work that they did 

during the clean-up event held earlier in the summer. 

 

          3.2 West Valley Animal Services – Melanie Bennett  

 

   Melanie Bennett explained that the West Valley Animal Shelter had a new management 

team since approximately two months before.  She was the new director, and she introduced the 

rest of the team: 

• Doug Olsen, Officer Manager 

• Tess Hartwell, Animal Care and Enrichment Supervisor 
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Ms. Bennett listed all the field officers before explaining that 510 animal licenses had been issued 

during 2020 with 560 being issued in 2021.  Regarding tags for Millrace Park, 117 had been issued 

the previous year with 128 issued in 2021. 

 

Finally, 181 animals were impounded in 2021 with 93% of them later being released in one 

capacity or another.  There were 13 animals that had to be euthanized. 

 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 

 

4.1 Minutes –July 7, 2021 

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve the minutes of the July 7, 2021 City 

Council meeting as presented.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember 

Burgess. 

 

Chair Cochran         Yes 

Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 

Councilmember Harker        Yes 

Councilmember Burgess  Yes 

Councilmember Armstrong  Yes 

 

The motion passed 5-0 

 

5. PLANNING MATTERS 

 

There were no planning matters. 

 

6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 

 

There were no financial matters 

 

7. OTHER MATTERS 

 

There were no other matters 

 

8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 

 

8.1 Councilmember Burgess – Who should his church group talk to about 

neighborhood emergency preparedness?  Mr. Taylor asked that he be contacted in those 

circumstances.  Councilmember Armstrong told Councilmember Burgess that he could get 
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him in touch with someone who could make a presentation on neighborhood emergency 

preparedness. 

 

8.2 Councilmember Armstrong – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 

8.3 Council Chair Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 

8.4 Councilmember Harker – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 

8.5 Councilmember Barbieri – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 

9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 

 

 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 9.2 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, August 10, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. 

 9.3 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

 9.4 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, August 18, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

  Board of Canvasser’s Meeting – Monday, August 23, 2021 at 6:00 p.m. 

 9.5 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 

 9.6 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, August 24, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.  

 

10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For more Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website) 

 

10.1 Movies in the Park – Saturday, August 7, 2021 “Onward” Movie begins at dusk 

 

10.2 Movies in the Park – Saturday, September 11, 2021 “Trolls World Tour” Movie 

begins at dusk 

 

11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205  

  

MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to adjourn the regular meeting and convene a 

closed session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.  The 

motion was seconded by Councilmember Barbieri. 

 

Councilmember Harker        Yes 

Councilmember Armstrong        Yes 

Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 

Chair Cochran   Yes 

Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
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The motion passed 5-0 

 

12. ADJOURNMENT 

 

The regular city council meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 

                                            

 

 

________________________________________ 

Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 

 
Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 

 


