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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 
 

City of Taylorsville 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes 
 

Wednesday, May 18, 2022 
Council Chambers, Room No. 140 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd. 
Taylorsville, Utah 84129 

 
BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Anna Barbieri   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Meredith Harker  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO 
Council Member Ernest Burgess   Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
Council Member Curt Cochran  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
Council Member Bob Knudsen  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Richard Rich, UFA Captain 
      Ben White, City Engineer 
 
Others: Several firefighters from Unified Fire 
 
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Chair Anna Barbieri conducted the briefing session, which convened at 6:03 p.m. A roll call was 
conducted, wherein all Council Members were present.  
 
1. Review Agenda 
 
The agenda for the regular City Council Meeting was reviewed.   
 
Council Member Knudsen suggested that the council be proactive and consider reducing  
residential speed limits, as some nearby communities had done. Mayor Overson responded that 

https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/7471/637888969263100000
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there was support among local mayors and police departments to potentially form a coalition to 
address traffic and speeding issues that were affecting the entire valley.  
 
It was determined that it would make sense to move agenda item #7.1 (Resolution No. 22-13) to 
fall directly after agenda item #3.3 (cemetery report). 
 
Because there was a meeting of the Redevelopment Agency Board that evening, the regular council 
meeting would recess briefly after a review of upcoming city events, at which point the RDA board 
meeting would be held.  Once the RDA meeting adjourned, the regular city council meeting would 
reconvene in order to vote on holding a closed session. Assuming a closed session was agreed to 
and then held, the council meeting would adjourn following that closed session. 
 
2. Adjourn 
 
Chair Barbieri declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:14 p.m.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson  
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Anna Barbieri   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Meredith Harker  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./CFO 
Council Member Ernest Burgess   Jean Ashby, RDA Secretary 
Council Member Curt Cochran  Lee Bennion, Cemetery Sexton 
Council Member Bob Knudsen  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
      Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
      Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Richard Rich, UFA Captain 
      Susie Smith, Cemetery Staff 
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Others:  Lynn Handy, Amy Layton, Marc McElreath, Mike Potter, Dennis Sanok, Jared Smith, 
Susie Smith, and Susan Yadeskie 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 
Chair Barbieri called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A roll 
call was conducted, wherein all Council Members were present. 
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Council Member Cochran 
 (Opening Ceremonies for June 1, 2022 to be arranged by Council Member 
 Knudsen) 

 
Councilmember Cochran directed the Pledge of Allegiance before acknowledging families 
recently affected by violent crime.  A moment of silence was then held for those victims and 
families. 
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 
 
   Mayor Kristie Overson reported that a series of videos highlighting the city and all that it had 
to offer businesses, visitors, and residents.  The videos allowed viewers to learn more about 
Taylorsville and had been created at no cost to the City. 
 
Taylorsville had recently been recognized for assisting Salt Lake County during the COVID 
pandemic. In June the City would host an additional COVID vaccination and testing clinic just 
outside city hall.  
 
A Meet and Greet event had recently been held for residents to get to know the police department. 
The K-9 officer was a particular hit with local children and Mayor Overson said she had enjoyed 
watching the children speak to the officers and get their pictures taken. 
 
The Unified Fire Authority Board had approved new patches for various fire station personnel to 
identify which community they worked in as well as their affiliation with Unified Fire Authority. 
(For example, those assigned to Taylorsville stations would wear a UFA patch on one sleeve and 
a Taylorsville patch on the other.) 
 
Taylorsville High School’s Jr. ROTC program had recently held a change of command ceremony, 
wherein the graduating senior cadet passed command of the unit to the incoming cadet commander 
for the upcoming school year. Mayor Overson was honored to attend the event and present an 
award from the National Society of the Daughters of the American Colonists. 
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The bicycle portion of the Taylorsville “Triathlon” took place the previous Saturday. The Mayor 
said it was a very enjoyable way for people of all ages to get outside and enjoy the beauty of the 
Jordan River Parkway. Later that night had been the kickoff of the Starry Night Series, including 
a ribbon cutting ceremony for  the stage.  It was just the first of many Saturday nights to be spent 
all summer at the plaza with food trucks, entertainment, etc. 
 
Mayor Overson explained that the Council would be presented with a tentative budget for FY22-
23 that evening. Staff had taken Council comments from the City Priorities meeting into account, 
the budget committee had reviewed the tentative budget and she felt it was a sound budget that 
would serve Taylorsville residents well for the coming year. 
   
 1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
Chair Barbieri opened the floor for any citizens to comment on the topic of their choice. There 
were no citizen comments, so she closed the citizen comment period. 
 
The Chair explained that Resolution 22-13 would be addressed immediately following Lee 
Bennion’s report on the Taylorsville Cemetery. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 

2.1 Appointment of Amy Layton to the Parks and Recreation Committee – 
Council Member Harker 

 
   Councilmember Harker asked Amy Layton to address the council and explain why she was 
interested in serving on the committee. Ms. Layton explained that she had lived in Taylorsville for 
almost fourteen years and was excited to give back to the community.  Councilmember Harker 
pointed out that Ms. Layton had already participated in the Labrum Park planting event and the 
recent bike race. 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Harker moved to appoint Amy Layton to the Parks and 

Recreation Committee.   The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Knudsen. 

 
Council Member Harker        Yes 
Council Member Knudsen  Yes 
Council Chair Barbieri        Yes 
Council Member Cochran           Yes 
Council Member Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
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3. REPORTS 
  

3.1 Senior Center Report – Mike Potter 
 

   Mike Potter, Manager of the Taylorsville Senior Center, explained that attendance at  the 
center had grown steadily each month with an average of 47 patrons each day.  Meal service had 
also been steadily increasing. 

• 2,727 take-home breakfasts had been provided since the beginning of the year 
• 3,900 lunches had been served during the same time frame 
• There would be a COVID vaccination and testing clinic for seniors on July 7 from 11am 

to 2pm  
• Volunteers at the Center would be celebrated on July 14th with a special luncheon 

 
           3.2 Historic Preservation Committee – Susan Yadeskie 
 
   Committee Chair Susan Yadeskie briefed the City Council about the hard work that the 
committee continued to do.  
 
Tombstone Tales, a play that would take place in the Taylorsville Cemetery was scheduled for  
Aug 25-27.  Although this was an annual event, there would be some changes in this years’ version.  
 
Ms. Yadeskie had spent a great deal of time thinking about the direction she felt the museum was 
taking. She listed three specific priorities that she had for the Gerard Home/Jones Dairy and they 
had been identified back in 2018. 

• The deteriorating gingerbread woodwork 
• The condition of the masonry of the entire home 
• The envelope of the building 

 
Costs of both labor and materials had increased considerably since 2018. The retail dairy store and 
the pump house were included in a recent application to place the structure(s) on the National 
Register of Historic Buildings. Once they were on the register, they would be eligible for a $10,000 
matching grant.  
 
In the last six months, committee members had been changing the way they reached out to the 
community. Ms. Yadeskie outlined several projects that the committee wished to move forward 
on but their budget was not sufficient for all of them.  She pointed out that it was a city-owned 
property, but the committee was made up of volunteers, and they were unclear what money was 
available to them to maintain the facility. The committee was very grateful for the City’s previous 
support, but she asked for more communication in the future so that the committee could have a 
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better understanding of what funds they had available for general facility maintenance or for 
special projects.  
 
           3.3 Taylorsville City Cemetery Report – Lee Bennion 
 
   Cemetery Sexton Lee Bennion expressed his appreciation to the Council for their support of 
the cemetery, where he had worked in one capacity or another for 32 years.  He explained that 
Susie Smith had been a great asset and had been working on digitizing the cemetery records as 
well as operating the backhoe and doing a little bit of everything.  He also expressed his 
appreciation to Joey Bona and John Beverley for taking care of some tasks that he could no longer 
handle himself. He was very grateful that the Council would consider adopting updated cemetery 
policies and procedures later in the meeting.  
 
Mr. Bennion hoped to participate in Wreaths Across America which would involve placing 
wreaths on the graves of all veterans, where they would remain throughout the Christmas season. 
He was also very excited about improving the cemetery entrance. 
 
Councilmember Harker asked how full the cemetery was.  Mr. Bennion responded that roughly 
800+ of 5,000 lots were still available for purchase. 
 
Councilmember Knudsen expressed his appreciation to Mr. Bennion and everyone who worked at 
the cemetery.    
 

7. OTHER MATTERS  (Item taken out of order) 
 

7.1 Resolution No. 22-13 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville adopting 
updated Taylorsville City Cemetery Policies and Procedures – Tracy Cowdell 

 
   Tracy Cowdell presented an overview of Resolution No. 22-13 which formalized updated 
cemetery policies. He briefly outlined the history of the cemetery and how it became a city facility.  
The policies of various other municipalities were studied, and staff was now ready to formalize 
the new policies and procedures. 
 
  MOTION:  Council Member Knudsen moved to approve Resolution No. 22-13, adopting 

updated Policies and Procedures for the Taylorsville Cemetery.   The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Burgess. 

 
Council Member Burgess        Yes 
Council Member Harker  Yes 
Council Member Knudsen        Yes 
Council Member Cochran           Yes 
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Chair Barbieri   Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
  
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

4.1 City Council Meeting Minutes – April 27, 2021 and May 4, 2021 
 

MOTION:  Council Member Harker moved to approve the minutes of both April 27, 2022 
and May 4, 2022 as presented.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Knudsen. 

 
Chair Barbieri         Yes 
Council Member Cochran  Yes 
Council Member Burgess        Yes 
Council Member Knudsen          Yes 
Council Member Harker  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
There were no planning matters 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
 6.1 Resolution No. 22-14 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville acknowledging 

receipt of a Tentative Budget and Tentatively adopting it, pursuant to the 
requirements of Utah Code Ann. §10-6-111 for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2022 
and ending June 30, 2023 – Scott Harrington 

 
Assistant City Administrator and Chief Financial Officer Scott Harrington highlighted various 
pieces of the tentative budget being presented for the Council’s consideration. 

• General Fund:$26,632,000+ 
• CDBG Fund:$1.4 million 
• Cemetery Fund: $226,000 
• Redevelopment Agency Fund: $3.24 million 
• Capital/Parks Fund: $1.2 million 
• Capital/Infrastructure Fund: $21,680,000 
• Storm Drain Fund: $2,076,000  
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Challenges to Overcome in the Coming Fiscal Year: 
• 10% inflation rate 
• 36% increase in fuel costs 
• Rising price of oil 
• Supply chain issues 
• Employee Retention 

 
New Items to Be Aware Of: 

• An additional School Resource Officer (SRO) at Taylorsville High School (for a total of 
2) 

• GRAMA Coordinator for the police department 
• Transfer of $396,198 from the General Fund to Capital Improvements 
• A new roof for the senior center 
• 5% decrease in health insurance 
• Continued support for the Arts Council ($20,000) 
• A property tax increase yielding $337,000 in new revenue 

 
Mr. Harrington explained the history of property taxes in Taylorsville, displaying a graph which 
illustrated the City’s certified tax rate over the last several years. In 2012 there had been a 15% tax 
increase with an additional increase of 29.5% in 2013. There was then a 50% reduction in 2014. 
Despite what many people believed, increasing house prices did not bring in additional revenue to 
the city.  Instead, as house prices went up, the certified tax rate actually went down.  
 
With a 10% property tax increase, a home with an assessed value of $340,000 would cost the 
property owner an additional  $15.44 over the course of a year. A home valued at $461,000 would 
cost an additional $20.95.  These were property values as determined by the tax assessor which 
was different than what the home would likely sell for in the current market. 
 
Councilmember Harker wished to confirm that the Capital/Infrastructure Fund was separate from 
the funds that would be used for museum maintenance. Mr. Harrington indicated that was correct 
but pointed out that $30,000 had been budgeted in FY21-22 for museum maintenance and the same 
amount was included in the tentative FY22-23 budget, plus an additional $10,000 to match an 
anticipated grant award. Councilmember Harker indicated that she would love for the Council to 
earmark an additional $10,000 to be put towards critical museum maintenance/upkeep projects. 
 
Councilmember Burgess was interested in getting specific cost information for those projects so 
the Council could have a better idea of what was needed to bring the museum into the condition it 
needed to be. 
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Chair Barbieri expressed appreciation to city administration for recommending a second police 
officer at Taylorsville High. She felt it was very necessary. Councilmember Burgess asked Mr. 
Harrington to explain for the public some of the reasons the administration felt a second officer 
was needed.  Mr. Harrington responded that calls for service at the school were higher than they 
had ever been.  Moreover, 9th graders had been added to the school and student numbers were 
expected to increase even further in the future. The City was currently negotiating with Granite 
School District to hopefully share the costs of the SROs.  The District currently contributed about 
$20,000 for a school resource officer but the actual cost of just one officer was $150,000—so it 
was $300,000 for two. Mayor Overson explained that it was too important to wait for GSD and 
she recommended moving ahead with the expenditure for safety reasons. Chair Barbieri agreed, 
but reiterated her desire for the District to step up and contribute more to the security of the school. 
 
MOTION:  Council Member  Burgess moved to approve Resolution No. 22-14, accepting 

the Tentative Budget pursuant to the requirements of Utah Code Ann. §10-6-
111 for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2022 and ending June 30, 2023. The 
motion was seconded by Council Member  Harker 

 
Council Member Knudsen        Yes 
Council Member Burgess  Yes 
Council Member Harker        Yes 
Chair Barbieri            Yes 
Council Member Cochran  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
  6.1.1 Public Hearing – Receive public comment regarding Resolution No. 22-

14, acknowledging receipt of the Tentative Budget pursuant to the 
requirements of Utah Code Ann. 10-6-111 for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 
2022 and ending June 30, 2023 – Scott Harrington 

 
Chair Barbieri opened the public hearing. 
 
Marc McElreath explained that he was speaking as a citizen and not as a member of the Budget 
Committee.  He appreciated that the tentative budget had been published for the public’s review 
the previous week.  He then made the following points. 

• The public safety budget appeared to have been reduced by $44,000 from the previous year 
• He understood that the public works contract budget appeared to have been reduced but it 

was only because some funds were moved over to the storm drain fund. It was his 
understanding that there would be no reduction in services 

• He expressed concern about the City taking ownership of Taylorsville Park. He was not 
convinced it was wise, considering the perpetual costs necessary to maintain it. 
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• It appeared that wage increases were not equal across all city departments. He hoped that 
all city employees were being taken care of since they all delivered services to the 
community. 

 
Councilmember Burges responded that there had been many discussions about the park, and he 
felt it would be a great asset since there was so little public open space in Taylorsville.  He 
conceded that it would be a challenging project but one that would be worthwhile. 
 
There was no one else who expressed a desire to speak, so Chair Barbieri closed the public hearing. 
 
Mayor Overson pointed out that the City had been awarded $1.4 million in grant funding over 
three years.  That was money that would be spent exclusively on Taylorsville Park although she 
agreed that further funding would be necessary as well. She also wished to clarify that the 
administration’s proposal was a 7% wage increase for all employees. The budget might not make 
that clear because some employees were being moved around or added, but for the purposes of 
employee retention in a challenging labor market, her tentative budget included a 7% increase 
across the board.  
 
 6.2 Public Hearing Receive public input regarding Resolution No. 22-15, 

approving the Year-End Amendments to the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Budget  
 
   Mr. Cowdell asked Mr. Harrington to present the highlights of the current budget (FY21-
22). He reported the following: 

• $4.6 million in amendments to the budget ($4.3+ million of that was simply recognizing 
the second half of ARPA money (American Rescue Plan Act) 

• Increasing sales tax revenue by $300,000 
• $4.5 million in administration was being moved to the “transfers” line item 
• $8,880,000 was being moved to capital projects, to be spent the following year 
• $125,000 was being added to the police department’s fuel budget 
• There was proposed funding to equip two new police vehicles 
• Various housekeeping items 

 
Councilmember Burgess hoped that the public understood that the ARPA funds had certain strings 
attached and could only be spent on certain types of items. Councilmember Harker asked for 
examples on approved spending for that money. Mr. Harrington responded that the administration 
planned for it to be spent on parks, broadband infrastructure, roads, etc. 
 
High pressure sodium vapor streetlighting would be changed over to LED which would bring the 
City a return on its investment by reducing power costs.  
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Chair Barbieri opened the public hearing.  There was no one who indicated a desire to comment, 
so the public hearing was closed. 
 
  6.2.1 Resolution No. 22-15  A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville approving 

the Year-End Amendments to the 2021-2022 Fiscal Year Budget – Scott 
Harrington 

 
Mr. Harrington recommended tabling the resolution until the next city council meeting in case 
further changes became necessary. Chair Barbieri agreed. 
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 

 
8.1 Council Member Burgess – Sought equitable placement of the street lights 
throughout the City, at least to the extent possible.  
 
8.2 Council Member Knudsen – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.3 Council Chair Barbieri – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.4 Council Member Harker – Asked those in attendance to keep their eyes open  for 
streetlights that they particularly liked.  It would be helpful as the City moved forward with 
upgrading those currently in the community. 
 
Mayor Overson pointed out that City Engineer Ben White had a great map of current street 
and neighborhood lights. The replacement project would take millions of dollars and many 
years to complete. The administration would approach the project methodically and be as 
equitable as possible. 
 
8.5 Council Member Cochran – Pointed out the number of violent crimes that 
statistically speaking, had taken place in the U.S just in the time it took to hold the city 
council meeting. 

 
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 

 
 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, May 24, 2022 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.2 Planning Commission Meeting  – Tuesday, May 24, 2022 – 7:00 p.m. 
 9.3 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, June 1, 2022 – 6:00 p.m. 
 9.4 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, June 1, 2022 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.5 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, June 14, 2022 – 6:30 p.m. 
 

10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 
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(For more Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website) 
 
10.1 “Starry Nights on the Plaza:”  Food Trucks at City Hall, Saturdays 5:30 p.m. to 

8:30 p.m. 
 
10.2 City-wide Cleanup Event (Sponsored by the Green Committee) Saturday, June 

18, 2022 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., Taylorsville High School 
 
10.3 “Movies on the Plaza” presents “Back to the Future” on Saturday, June 18, 2022 
 
10.4 Taylorsville Dayzz – June 23-25, 2022 (See City website for more details) 

 
RECESS FOR REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD MEETING  
 
The regular City Council meeting recessed at 7:53 p.m. in order to convene a meeting of the 
Redevelopment Agency Board. 
 
RECONVENE REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING (Following RDA Board Meeting) 
 
The regular City Council meeting reconvened at 8:06 p.m.  

 
11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205  
  
MOTION:  Council Member Harker  moved to adjourn the regular meeting and convene 

a closed session to discuss the sale or purchase of real property, pending or 
reasonably imminent litigation and a criminal investigation.   The motion was 
seconded by Council Member Cochran. 

 
Council Member Burgess        Yes 
Council Member Cochran  Yes 
Council Chair Barbieri        Yes 
Council Member Harker          Yes 
Council Member Knudsen  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
The meeting was closed at 8:08 p.m.  
 
Minutes for the closed session were taken and are now on file as a protected record.   
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12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The closed session adjourned at 9:18 p.m. 
 
  
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
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