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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 
 

City of Taylorsville 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes 
 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
Council Chambers (Room No. 140) 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd. 
Taylorsville, Utah 84129 

 
BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Anna Barbieri   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Meredith Harker  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./C.F.O. 
Council Member Ernest Burgess  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
Council Member Curt Cochran  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
Council Member Bob Knudsen  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Ben White, City Engineer 
   
Others: Melanie Bennett, John E. Gidney, and Crystal Hulbert 
 
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Chair Anna Barbieri conducted the Briefing Session, which convened at 6:01 p.m. A roll call 
was conducted wherein all Council Members were present.  
 
1. Review Agenda 
 
The agenda for the City Council Meeting was reviewed.   
 

https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/8164/638098225885930000
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Councilmember Harker reported that Aaron Johnson who served on the Parks and Recreation 
committee with her had asked her 3rd grade class to imagine converting a parking strip to a small 
park. He first spoke to the children about architecture and then they participated in building a 
version of what they had designed. Their design was now going to be featured in a magazine called 
Landscape Architect along with a picture of the students. 
 
The Council discussed the Council Corner feature for future newsletters. 
 
Councilmember Knudsen commented that in addition to those citizens who had addressed the 
Council at previous meetings, some of his constituents had reached out to him and also expressed 
an interest in having speed bumps installed to increase traffic safety in some other neighborhoods.  
Mayor Overson asked him if he wished to have the item placed on the agenda of a future meeting. 
He responded in the affirmative, assuming there was something to report. He felt the residents who 
had requested speed bumps should receive a response to their request. City Administrator John 
Taylor asked that Councilmember Knudsen forward any specific location requests to him. 
 
Councilmember Burgess wished to include Atherton Drive in the discussion about speed bumps. 
Councilmember Harker pointed out that temporary speed bumps had previously been installed in 
various locations at the request of residents but typically, once they were in place the City received 
multiple requests to have them removed. It was determined that the City Engineer would make a 
presentation to the City Council at the next meeting. 
 
2. City Council Chair and Vice-Chair Election 
 
City Recorder Jamie Brooks reminded those gathered that at the previous meeting when only four 
councilmembers had been present, the vote for council chair had resulted in a tie. The list of 
nominees remained unchanged—Councilmembers Harker and Knudsen had been nominated for 
chair, while Councilmembers Cochran, Harker and Knudsen had been nominated for vice-chair.  
 
City Council Coordinator Kris Heineman distributed new ballots for chair. Once the completed 
ballots were tallied by Ms. Heineman and witnessed by Ms. Brooks, it was announced that the 
Council had elected Bob Knudsen as the Chair for 2023. Therefore, his name would be removed 
from the vice-chair ballot.  
 
Ms. Heineman distributed ballots for vice-chair and once the votes were tallied and the tally was 
witnessed, it was announced that Councilmember Cochran had been elected to serve as vice-chair 
for 2023. 
 
It was determined that Anna Barbieri would continue to act as chair for the rest of the evening. 
 
3. Adjourn 
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Outgoing Chair Barbieri declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:12 p.m.  
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY BOARD MEETING – 6:20 p.m. 
 
A meeting of the Redevelopment Agency Board meeting was then convened. Separate minutes 
were kept and were retained with other RDA records. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson  
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Anna Barbieri    John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Meredith Harker  Scott Harrington, CFO/Asst. City Administrator 
Council Member Ernest Burgess  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
Council Member Curt Cochran   Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
Council Member Meredith Harker  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Ben White,  City Engineer 
 
Others:  Melanie Bennett, John E. Gidney, Crystal Hulbert, and Dennis Sanok 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 
Chair Barbieri called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A roll 
call was conducted, wherein all Council Members were present. 
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Mayor Overson (Opening 
Ceremonies for February 1, 2023 to be arranged by Councilmember  Harker) 

 
Mayor Kristie Overson directed the Pledge of Allegiance before offering a prayer.  
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 
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The Mayor explained how very grateful she was for Senator Karen Mayne’s many years of service 
to Taylorsville residents, and all those on the west side of the Salt Lake valley. She had long been 
a champion to her constituents, and the Mayor wished her the very best.  
 
Mayor Overson reported that city leaders had recently held their annual legislative breakfast, with 
attendance by Senators Karen Kwan and Wayne Harper as well as Representative Jim Dunnigan. 
This breakfast was an opportunity for city officials to hear from local legislators and for those 
legislators to hear about Taylorsville’s concerns and priorities.  
 
Earlier today the Mayor and the Youth Council attended Local Officials Day at the State Capitol. 
Mayor Overson appreciated Councilmembers Harker and Knudsen for their participation. She said 
it was always an enlightening and interesting experience to spend that time with the teens who 
took part in the event. They conducted a planning exercise before later taking part in a mock debate 
regarding the issue of restricting cell phone devices in Utah public schools. Later in the day the 
group heard both the Governor and First Lady Abby Cox speak. The Mayor appreciated ULCT for 
sponsoring the event and Ms. Heineman for coordinating the Youth Council’s involvement. 
 
Now that the Utah State Legislature was in session, the ChamberWest Legislative Affairs 
Committee and Legislative Caucus were meeting weekly so that members could keep a close eye 
on bills that would affect local government and business. The ULCT also had a legislative policy 
committee that met weekly to discuss pending legislature with current legislators. Mayor Overson 
was very thankful for the work John Hiskey continued to do for Taylorsville, ensuring that the 
Council and Administration remained abreast of the many issues that could and would affect 
residents and businesses within the city. 
 
The Granite School District had recently invited local mayors to meet and discuss the many things 
that had an impact on local youth. These included district policies, varying points of view, and 
concerns for the future. It was anticipated that this meeting would be held on a quarterly basis.  
 
  Scott Harrington had presented some budget amendments earlier in the month and the Mayor 
expressed appreciation to those councilmembers who had been willing to dive into the budget and 
ask questions. The administration tried to keep budget adjustments to a minimum, although there 
would always be some fine-tuning that became necessary here and there. She appreciated Mr. 
Harrington for continually keeping an eye on the budget and ensuring that the City remained 
fiscally responsible. 
 
Mayor Overson reported that the Business License Technician position had just been filled. There 
were still openings for a code enforcement officer, a victim advocate and substitute crossing 
guards. 
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The Mayor wished to thank Unified Fire’s crews for arriving quickly at a recent fire at the 
Bridgeside Landing Apartments. They did exactly what they were trained to do and knocked the 
fire out in short order. She greatly appreciated their work as well as that of the police department. 
As she reviewed the daily watch command log, she was reminded of the variety of calls they 
handled and was always impressed with the professionalism they exhibited in their day-to-day 
interactions with residents. 
   
 1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
   Chair Barbieri invited any citizens who wished to address the Council to step forward and 
be heard.  There was no one who expressed a desire to speak, so the Chair closed the citizen 
comment period. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 
There were no appointments. 
 
3. REPORTS 
  

3.1 Salt Lake County Public Works Report – Crystal Hulbert 
 

  Director of Salt Lake County Public Works’ Operations Department Crystal Hulbert 
explained that her division’s primary activity in the previous several months was obviously snow 
plowing. Plows had been out in Taylorsville approximately 15 times so far that season. She 
indicated there had been quite a bit of employee turnover since the previous year, so training was 
conducted at the beginning of the season since some were new to the work. She was very proud of 
her crew who worked twelve-hour shifts when it snowed for four days straight. She said that they 
did the best they could with such a large volume of snow.  
 
Between snow storms, the operations division worked on filling pot holes and clearing storm drain 
grates to ensure that water did not cause any localized flooding.   The next priority after that was 
crack sealing the roadways.  
 
Councilmember Cochran commented that despite the City issuing reminders in various formats, 
he had noticed quite a few vehicles had continued to park on the side of the roads during snow 
storms and wondered if that presented challenges for the snow plow crews. Ms. Hulbert agreed 
that leaving cars on the roadways during and after a snow storm increased the chance that those 
cars could be inadvertently damaged by plows and at times, her staff simply had to leave some 
streets un-plowed because there were so many cars parked on the sides of the road.   
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Ms. Hulbert reminded anyone listening not to pass snowplows, explaining that doing so put the 
drivers and others at risk since it was often difficult to see a comparatively small vehicle from the 
height of a typical snow plow.  
 
           3.2 West Valley Animal Services Report – Melanie Bennett 
 
   Melanie Bennett presented statistical information pertaining to the second half of 2022.  
There had been 471 animals impounded during that time compared to 390 during the same period 
in 2021. The shelter was not currently accepting owner turnovers because there simply was no 
room due to all the strays that were being housed. She stated that the Humane Society was full as 
well and that the rest of the nation was experiencing overcrowding as well.  

• There were 1,692 animal control case reports compared to 1,448 in 2021 
• 332 park patrols were conducted (looking for opportunities to provide education 

regarding leash laws)  
• Response times had been dramatically reduced 
• There were currently 145 animals housed at the shelter, while the daily average had been 

132 between January and June 2022. 
• The veterinarian’s schedule had increased from two days per week to three. She had 

completed 1,006 surgeries in 2021 and 1386 in 2022. 
• Listed several adoption events that were held during the previous several months. 243 

animals had been adopted during the second half of 2022  
• WVPD held a “Paw Patrol” event wherein a handful of their police officers walked some  

of the dogs in public parks and talked with the citizens as they did so. It was good for the 
animals to get out, and also good for the community to be able to speak with officers in a 
positive setting.   

 
Ms. Bennett reminded the Council that at a previous meeting she had introduced a Riverton High 
student who had been conducting research involving feral cats. She reported that the exceptional 
student took her research project to a national agriscience competition in Indianapolis and was 
awarded the third-place prize.  
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Cochran, Ms. Bennett explained that there was a 
volunteer application on the West Valley City website for anyone who was interested in donating 
some time at the shelter.  
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

4.1 Minutes – January 4, 2023 City Council Meeting 
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MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve the minutes from the January 4, 
2023 City Council meeting as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Cochran. 

 
Councilmember Cochran     Yes 
Chair Barbieri         Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
Councilmember Knudsen  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 
There were no planning matters on the agenda. 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
  6.1.1. Resolution No. 23-01 A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville amending 

the adopted budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year to incorporate mid-year 
budget adjustments – Scott Harrington 

 
   Chair Barbieri asked Chief Financial Officer and Assistant City Administrator Scott 
Harrington to present information regarding the proposed mid-year budget adjustments for the 
benefit of the public who might wish to address the city council. He highlighted the larger changes 
which were: 
 
Revenue Adjustments- 

• Interest income increase of $525,000 (interest rate had more than doubled) 
• Lease proceeds for police vehicles: $1,000,000 
• Grants and donations of $49,700 
• Use of fund balance of $268,500 (but would likely underspend) 

 
Expense Adjustments: 

• Wage adjustments of $730,000  
-Police Wages 
-New half-time employee in maintenance 
-New full-time planner  

• Police vehicles lease $1,000,000 
• Increasing engineering contract by $60,000 (voluntary clean-up program with HUD/EPA) 
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• Increase of vehicle maintenance costs of $50,000 
• $120,000 from capital fund for grounds and building upgrades to Centennial Plaza 
• 2700 West Culvert Project - $750,000 (safety issue - also from capital fund) 

 
6.1 Public Hearing - Receive public comment regarding Resolution No. 23-01, 

amending the adopted budget for the 2022-2023 Fiscal Year to incorporate 
mid-year budget adjustments 

 
Chair Barbieri opened the public hearing for anyone wishing to comment on the proposed budget 
adjustments. As there was no one who expressed a desire to speak, the Chair closed the public 
hearing. 
 
Councilmember Harker expressed her appreciation to Mr. Harrington for always being willing to 
go into as much budget detail as needed and looking at every single line item. She loved that the 
City always had its eyes on the future, and she was especially happy to see that the police officers 
were being taken care of. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve Resolution No. 23-01, amending 

the adopted budget for the 2022-2023 fiscal year to incorporate mid-year 
adjustments. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Cochran. 

 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Knudsen        Yes 
Chair Barbieri         Yes 
Councilmember Cochran  Yes 
Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
           6.2       Fraud Risk Assessment Presentation – Scott Harrington 
 
   Mr. Harrington reminded the councilmembers that in recent years the state auditor had begun 
requiring a fraud risk assessment which he then displayed on the screen. The assessment was 
designed to ensure that each governmental agency had checks in place to protect tax-payer funds 
from potential fraud. The City had recently scored 375 compared to its score of 355 points the 
previous year because all city employees and elected officials were now required to annually 
commit to abide by a statement of ethical behavior. There was a link to a fraud hotline on the 
City’s website and although a written  policy that addressed ethical behavior and reporting of 
fraudulent activity was not yet in place, one was being drafted.   
 
7. OTHER MATTERS 
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There were no “other” matters on the agenda. 
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 
 

8.1 Chair Barbieri – Asked that John Hiskey make a presentation to the City Council 
outside the usual meeting time for those who were interested in hearing more about 
current legislation. 

 
The Council and administration discussed the matter briefly and it was determined that Mr. 
Hiskey would make a presentation to the Council at 5:30 p.m. prior to the February 1st    
briefing session.   
 
8.2 Councilmember Burgess – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.3 Councilmember Knudsen – nothing for subsequent consideration 
 
8.4 Councilmember Harker – nothing for subsequent consideration  
 
8.5 Councilmember Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration 

 
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 
 
 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 6:30 

p.m. 
 9.2 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, January 24, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 
 9.3 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.4 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, February 1, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.5 Planning Commission Work Session  – Tuesday, February 14, 2023 at 6:30 

p.m. 
 9.6 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, February 28, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 
 9.7 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.8 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
  
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For more Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website) 
 

11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205   
 



Taylorsville City Council Minutes 
January 18, 2023 
Page 10 

  

 

MOTION:  Councilmember Cochran moved to convene a closed session to discuss pending 
or reasonably imminent litigation and adjourn from there. The motion was 
seconded by Councilmember Harker. 

 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Councilmember Knudsen        Yes 
Councilmember Cochran  Yes 
Chair Barbieri   Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
The public meeting recessed at 7:21 p.m. before a closed session was convened for the purpose 
listed below. No other matters were discussed. 
 

• Strategy Session Regarding Pending or Reasonably Imminent Litigation 
 
Minutes for the closed session were taken and are on file as a Protected Record.   
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned from Room No. 202 at 8:59 p.m. following the closed session. 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
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