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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 
 

City of Taylorsville 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes 
    

Wednesday, February 1, 2023 
Council Chambers, Room No. 140 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.  
Taylorsville, Utah 84129 

 
BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Bob Knudsen   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Curt Cochran  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin/C.F.O.  
Councilmember Anna Barbieri  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder  
Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
Councilmember Meredith Harker  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 

Wayne Harper, Comm./Econ. Development Dir. 
Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 

      John Hiskey, Government Affairs 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
       
Excused: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder    
 
5:30 P.M. Legislative Updates – John Hiskey 
 
   John Hiskey updated the City Council on a variety of bills that were under consideration 
during the current legislative session, or which might soon be brought forward. Among the topics 
he mentioned were: 

• Requests for appropriations due to state funding surplus 
• Moderate-Income Housing 
• Short-term rentals 
• Internal Accessory Dwelling Units (various aspects) 

https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/8208/638109328854470000
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• Landscaping Bonds (public vs. private) 
• Modifications to retirement programs for first responders 
• Transportation tax amendments  

 
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 
 
   Council Chair Bob Knudsen conducted the briefing session, which convened at 6:15 p.m. A 
roll call was conducted, wherein all councilmembers were present.  
 
1. Review Agenda 
 
The agenda for the regular City Council meeting was reviewed by Chair Knudsen. He inquired  
about re-arranging the order of business to move the speed bumps discussion to be heard sooner if 
there were citizens who would like to speak on the matter.  Councilmember Harker responded that  
she wished to hear the police department report first.  Councilmember Cochran suggested that 
citizens wishing to comment about speed bumps could do so during the citizen comment period. 
 
Councilmember Cochran mentioned that he would not be present at the March 1st City Council 
meeting as he would be out of town. 
 
City Attorney Tracy Cowdell reported that city administration recommended the City Council hold 
a brief closed session after the regular meeting to discuss reasonably imminent litigation.  
    
 
2. Adjourn 
 
Chair Knudsen declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:19 p.m.  
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson  
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Bob Knudsen   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Curt Cochran  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./C.F.O. 
Councilmember Anna Barbieri  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
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Councilmember Ernest Burgess  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
Councilmember Meredith Harker  Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      John Hiskey, Government Relations 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Mark McGrath, Long-Range Planner 
      Richard Rich, Unified Fire Captain  
      Jim Spung, Senior Planner 
      Brandy Stephens, Police Office Manager  
      Ben White, City Engineer     
      Jay Ziolkowski, Community Relations 
 
Excused:  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Others:  Lynn Handy, Kammie Jones, Marv Mackey, Daniel Olsson, and Dennis Sanok 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 
    Chair Knudsen called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. A roll call 
was conducted, wherein all councilmembers were present. 
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Councilmember Harker (Opening 
Ceremonies for February 15, 2023 to be arranged by Councilmember Burgess) 

 
Councilmember Harker directed the Pledge of Allegiance,  after which Council Coordinator Kris 
Heineman shared her personal philosophy of being a “bridge builder” with all those she 
encountered. In her dealings with others, her highest priority was ensuring that the bridge 
connecting her with others remained strong and open. In short, always leave the bridge open for 
crossing because you never know whose life you may have touched, and it might be that your 
bridge was the only one still crossable. 
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 
 
   Mayor Kristie Overson expressed her gratitude for new businesses that had recently opened 
in Taylorsville. Specifically, she mentioned Taqueria Martini which was in Legacy Plaza. She 
reported that the food was good, and she enjoyed meeting the owners and seeing another location 
for community members to meet and share a meal.  
 
The mayor talked about the current legislative session and commented how busy and informative 
the discussions were. She appreciated Mr. Hiskey’s tireless work representing Taylorsville on 
Capitol Hill.  Mayor Overson was able to meet Representative Brett Garner who had been elected 
the previous Friday.  She and Mr. Hiskey sought him out Monday morning and introduced 
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themselves so that he could be made aware right away that Taylorsville had a very active presence 
during the legislative session.    
 
  Mayor Overson commented on the ChamberWest Legislative Caucus and their presence at 
the legislature.  A breakfast was held the day before which had been a great opportunity for 
Taylorsville to meet with business partners and other officials.  She thanked Councilmember 
Barbieri and her business for sponsoring the event.   
 
When Taylorsville decided to form its own police department in 2020, one of the determining 
factors was the desire to customize or tailor the department to fit the community. They continued 
to refine and adjust to ensure that residents were served in the best way possible.  Along with Chief 
Cottam and some of his staff, she had lunched the day before with the two 5th grade students who 
won the 2022 Christmas card drawing contest.  She reported that the bright young ladies talked 
and asked many questions during the meal, and it had been her pleasure to spend some time with 
them. She appreciated Chief Cottam, Sgt. Christensen, and Officer Kyle Andrews for seeing the 
importance of spending time with the students at their school. 
 
Mayor Overson mentioned that the Chinese New Year was celebrated at Bingham Jr. High the 
previous evening.  She was grateful for the dual-immersion program available in Taylorsville 
schools and said the celebration was fun, loud and very colorful.   
 
  1.2.1 Proclamation Presentation to the Taylorsville High School Future 

Business Leaders of America Club  
 
  The mayor invited Chair Knudsen to join her at the podium.  Kammie Jones was the Business 
and Marketing teacher at Taylorsville High School, and she had reached out to Chair Knudsen 
about her FBLA (Future Business Leaders of America) students. Ms. Jones was presented with a  
written proclamation which described in part how the students were “developing skills and 
knowledge necessary for college and career success through career and technical education which 
fosters productivity in business and industry contributing to leadership in the national and 
international marketplace.” Together with Chair Knudsen, the Mayor was delighted to proclaim 
the week of February 5-11, 2023 as FBLA Week for the City of Taylorsville.  
 
Ms. Jones explained that many of her students competed in region and state competitions, 
competing against about 1500 other students. She stated that many had ranked in the top 5 for the 
last 2-3 years. They were tasked with creating a project wherein they solved a problem and 
presented their solution to a marketing director or someone from hospitality and tourism. That 
created a chance for them to meet with local business leaders and get some real-world experience. 
Her senior students were also given the opportunity to participate in an internship program which 
allowed them to work for a local business during 4th period each day or both 3rd and 4th periods 
every other day. This provided valuable work experience. 
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As a side note, Ms. Jones explained that not only did she teach at THS, but she also had a son that 
attended school there and she wished to thank the Taylorsville Police Department for their 
response to a shooting on school grounds that took place the previous week.  She appreciated their 
working to keep the kids safe. 
  
 1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
 Chair Knudsen reviewed the citizen comment procedures for the audience before calling for any 
comments from the public. 
 
  Dennis Sanok thanked the police officers and their families who were in the audience. He 
then commented on the removal of the Good Landlord program which would be eliminated if 
Ordinance No. 23-01 were approved later in the meeting. Although he was not opposed to the 
elimination of the program, he felt it should be replaced with something else which would help 
support local renters who he pointed out were part of the community. They paid taxes and 
frequented Taylorsville businesses. He felt landlord fees should be increased rather than decreased, 
especially for single-family homes. 
 
There was no one else who expressed a desire to speak, so Chair Knudsen closed the citizen 
comment period. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 
There were no appointments. 
 
3. REPORTS 
  

3.1 Taylorsville Police Department Report – Chief Cottam 
 

    Chief Brady Cottam introduced Ben Cluff who was the officer of the month for September, 
2022.  Officer Cluff had performed CPR on one of the victims of a double stabbing that occurred 
that month and the Chief believed that very possibly saved the woman’s life.   Within a couple 
weeks of that case, Officer Cluff also handled an aggravated domestic assault where a woman was 
strangled. As always, he had done an outstanding job. Chief Cottam pointed out that it was because 
of cases like these that the state legislature was currently considering bills which would provide 
for mental health services for first responders.  
 
  Senior Officer Scott List was named the Officer of Month for October 2022.  He was 
nominated by a peer for the work he often did as an OIC (Officer in Charge) while still handling 
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his regular duties. A fellow officer had nominated Officer List due to his willingness to serve as 
OIC, share his expertise and knowledge with his fellow officers while continuing to handle his 
share of calls as well.   
 
  Chief Cottam then introduced Brandon Johnson as the November 2022 Officer of the Month.  
Det. Sgt. Cheshire had nominated Officer Johnson for the value he provided the department in his 
translation services. Specifically, he was nominated for the assistance he provided the Persons 
Crimes detectives on a child abuse homicide case as well as some sex abuse crimes. He was very 
talented not just as a translator but as an investigator. 
 
Chief Cottam then presented statistical data for the first and second quarter of 2022 and compared 
it to the same time period the previous year.   He pointed out that the amount of snowfall so far 
that year was largely responsible for the increase in traffic accidents.  
 
Chief Cottam also presented citation numbers for first and second quarters with breakdowns by 
citation type.  He pointed out that larceny and shoplifting had decreased and praised Wal-Mart for 
the job they were doing to help in that area.  They had agreed to hire an additional officer to work 
on site. He suspected that might be at least partially responsible for the improvement.    
 
Chief Cottam thanked the Council and city administration for funding an additional victim 
advocate and records request technician position in the department.  The number of records 
requests had jumped from 1151 in 2021 to 1453 in 2022. Even more significant was the increase 
in expungements. There were 192 processed in 2022 compared to only 8 in 2021. 
 
  The Chief compared response times between 2021 and 2022 calls for service. He noted that 
response times for all call types had decreased since the previous  year.    
 
Chief Cottam explained that patrol officers would soon begin working in specific “beats” which 
would coincide with council districts.   Officers had been challenged to take on certain issues 
they saw on their beats such as homelessness, vandalism, etc. and try to address areas of concern 
as time allowed.  The idea was to look at a neighborhood and imagine what they would like to see 
happen if it was their own neighborhood. He conceded that there wasn’t always time for officers 
to be proactive, but the hope was that each month the department could spend some extra time 
focused on a particular district. 
 
Councilmember Harker mentioned the recent shooting at Taylorsville High School and how she 
had heard so many citizens comment on how well the incident was handled and what a quick 
response time there was.  She expressed her appreciation for the training that they had and for the 
work they did to keep everyone at the school safe.  
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Chief Cottam mentioned that many other law enforcement agencies responded to assist, and he 
greatly appreciated their support.  
 
Councilmember Cochran also praised the police response to the incident, explaining that he lived 
near the school and had heard from many residents in the area. 
 
           3.2 Wasatch Front Waste & Recycling Report – Pam Roberts  
 
    General Manager and Chief Executive Officer Pam Roberts greeted the Council and 
explained that WFWRD had a new safety coordinator and data technician, and it was that data tech 
who prepared the following information for Ms. Roberts regarding the tonnage of various types of 
waste collected in Taylorsville in 2022: 

 18,212 tons of curbside refuse delivered to the landfill. 
 2,992 tons of curbside recycling diverted from the landfill.  
 82 tons of glass diverted through the curbside glass program. 
 62 tons of glass picked up from a local park and the Department of Alcohol Beverage 

Services (DABS) location 
 721 tons of curbside green waste diverted. 
 Taylorsville residents diverted approximately 17.24% of waste from landfill in 2022 

which was just below the district-wide percentage. 
 885 landfill vouchers were redeemed by Taylorsville residents totaling $13,275 in 

customer savings. 
 1596 dumpsters were delivered during the 19-day Seasonal Container Reservation 

Program (SCRP) 
 
Ms. Roberts also reported the following amounts of waste were collected at the annual clean-up 
event held the previous June. 
 6.84 tons/13,680 pounds of bulky waste 
 4.54 tons/9,080 pounds of green waste 
 1.17 tons/2,346 pounds of cardboard 
 0.73 tons/1,456 pounds of glass 

 
Councilmember Anna Barbieri had recently been elected Vice Chair for the WFWRD Board of 
Trustees. She greatly appreciated her leadership and support, explaining that Ms. Barbieri asked 
great questions during the board meetings.  
 
Ms. Roberts explained that in a poor economy, there was less waste since when people purchased 
less, there was less waste. She noted that in 2022 there was a 4-5% decrease in the collection 
tonnage district wide.    
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  Councilmember Knudsen asked about the scheduling of the SCRP program. Ms. Roberts 
stated the program would begin in mid-April and reservations would open in mid-February.  
Postcards would be mailed in February to let homeowners know that they could reserve the 
containers beginning in April.  Councilmember Barbieri commented that WFWRD was trying to 
come up with ways to use the program most effectively.  Ms. Roberts agreed, stating they knew 
that the demand for the containers could not quite be met.    
 
 Finally, Ms. Roberts mentioned the QR code that was available on the WFWRD website which 
was a tool to educate the public on what could and could not be recycled.   
 
          3.3 Speed Bump Discussion – Ben White 
 
    In response to a January 18 Council request, City Engineer Ben White addressed previous 
suggestions to install additional speed bumps in various problematic areas of the city to improve 
traffic safety. He explained that the goals of street systems were to move vehicles and pedestrians 
safely and efficiently. The speed limit in residential areas was typically 25 mph. In commercial 
areas it could be 30 or 40 mph and of course it was higher on highways. The general rule of thumb 
for speed counts was that if 85% of the cars are going 5 mph over the limit or less, that was 
acceptable. It was important to note that it wasn’t possible to eliminate all speeding.   
 
Mr. White explained that there were three categories of traffic-calming measures—passive, non-
structural and structural. Passive measures typically involved public education such as newsletters, 
social media posts, etc. or enforcement of speed limits and perhaps the posting of temporary mobile 
speed limit signs. 
 
Non-Structural speed calming measures included painting asphalt with either white lines or middle 
yellow lines to remind drivers to slow down. He explained that speed signs were somewhat 
effective, but over time they tended to lose their effectiveness.  Stop signs were not a device that 
could be used to reduce speed (he couldn’t simply erect stop signs everywhere there was a speeding 
problem, even if they were effective in reducing speeding. Placing objects along the sides of the 
road (i.e., trees, cars parked on side of road, etc.) caused reductions of speed as well.   
 
Structural measures included islands in the middle of roads, bump-outs on the sides of the road, 
crosswalks, and dividers in the middle of the road.  All are used to help reduce speed.  Narrowing 
the road at intersections were options, as were speed bumps.   
 
Mr. White presented a map showing the location of all the 2022 speed complaints he had received 
in 2022. Most were on what he called neighborhood collector roads. He noted that based on data 
he had reviewed, there were not a lot of speeding problems in the city.  Most were about 5 mph 
above the speed limit, which landed in the “acceptable” range.    
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  Still, he agreed there were some problem areas and he had identified four specific locations, 
one of which was Atherton Drive. Chief Cottam mentioned that he and Mr. White worked together 
regularly to address speeding problems in the city, and he had learned quite a bit from him 
regarding the engineering aspect of speed/traffic calming. He said it had been very helpful to the 
police department.    
 
Councilmember Cochran asked specifically about speed bumps. Mr. White responded that he was 
generally opposed to them. There was a cost to installing and maintaining them and those that live 
close to speed bumps were typically averse to them.    They could cause damage to vehicles 
driven by those who were unaware of them or did not take proper care while driving over them 
and made plowing snow challenging as well. A single speed bump would do nothing by itself. He 
would typically recommend 3-5 in an area, depending on the circumstances. Often, their existence 
caused drivers to take alternate routes, thereby increasing traffic in areas designed for less traffic. 
In short, he felt speed bumps were only effective in certain circumstances.   
 
Councilmember Burgess asked specifically about Atherton Drive.  Mr. White conceded there was  
a speeding problem there, but he did not believe speed bumps would be effective. Still, he was 
looking at other options.  He pointed out that most of the accidents in the area were caused by 
driver error in one form or another-- speeding, being distracted, and bad weather, as opposed to a 
problem with the way the road was designed. It was difficult to design around driver error. 
Competent drivers could drive through the area at 35-45 mph with no problem.  
 
Councilmember Harker asked what had already been done to address the problem on Atherton. 
Mr. White responded that electronic chevron arrow signs had been used, although he did not 
believe they had brought a noticeable decrease in problems. Mr. Taylor reminded the Council that 
there were between 15,000-20,000 cars making the Atherton Drive turn successfully each day. 
Most of the accidents were caused by impaired drivers, and impaired drivers would have accidents 
regardless of where they chose to drive their vehicles.  
 
Councilmember Knudsen asked what would happen if a neighborhood decided collectively that it 
wanted to have speed bumps installed, although Mr. White might not recommend them in an area. 
Mr. White responded that a majority of the city council could make that decision and pointed out 
that each speed bump cost roughly $5,000 - $10,000 including the associated signage. 
Councilmember Knudsen appreciated that Mr. White was willing to have the discussion.  
 
Councilmember Harker asked if there was money in the budget to even attempt to address the four 
problem areas depicted in one of Mr. White’s slides. He responded that Mr. Harrington would be 
better prepared to answer that question. However, he pointed out that the city could allocate funds 
for traffic calming measures, but impaired drivers would continue to cause accidents.  
Councilmember Harker said she trusted Mr. White’s judgement and hoped that if he believed there 
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was a way to solve the problem with more funding, she believed he would inform the Council 
before budget season. 
 
Councilmember Burgess also asked that the council be updated if there were any new ideas to 
discuss.   
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

4.1 Minutes – January 18, 2023 City Council Meeting  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to approve the minutes from the January 18, 

2023 City Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Burgess.  

 
Councilmember Cochran        Yes 
Chair Knudsen         Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri           Yes 
Councilmember Harker  Yes 
Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

5.1 Ordinance No. 23-02 – An Ordinance of the City of Taylorsville approving a 
Zoning Text Amendment to Taylorsville Municipal Code Sections 05.06.040, 
13.07.020, 13.08.020, 13.09.030, 13.10.020, 13.11.040, 13.26.080, and Chapters 
13.36 and 5.54 related to Home Occupation Standards – Jim Spung, AICP,  Senior 
Planner 

   Senior Planner Jim Spung explained that this matter had been before the planning 
commission twice and staff felt it was now ready for Council consideration.  
 
In response to a question from Councilmember Cochran, Mr. Spung defined “home occupation.”   
He explained that currently, any home-occupied business was required to obtain a conditional use 
permit from the city.  He indicated it was quite cumbersome and took significant time and 
resources.  The proposed ordinance would bring city code in line with current practice. 
Additionally, recent legislation at the state level required some fees to be updated.   Staff 
recommended that home occupations be considered a permitted use subject to certain standards, 
depending on the type of business.  
 
The Council and staff discussed the details of the proposed ordinance.    
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Mr. Spung cited standards regarding child daycares, preschools, and home instruction with 5+ 
children. He mentioned that there was a proposed distance requirement between daycares of 300 
feet and a prohibition on home daycares in town homes. Councilmember Harker expressed her 
concern about the distance requirement, believing  that those who relied on childcare as a source 
of income should not be hindered because they happened to have a neighbor that did so as well. 
Mr. Spung explained why he recommended the requirement.   
 
Councilmember Knudsen asked Mr. Spung to clarify the proposed standards as they pertained to 
off-site employees, which he did. Staff and the council discussed other clarifying questions.     
 
  Mr. Spung clarified the standards for business vehicles/trailers.   He also mentioned food 
trucks and stated that they had not been added to the list of approved uses since code enforcement 
had not received negative feedback regarding them.   
 
Low Impact Commercial Schools had been renamed to Residential Instruction.   
 
   Mr. Spung stated that the proposed changes would have a trickle-down effect on business 
licenses and brought up amendments to Title 5.   
 
Councilmember Cochran pointed out that the Council could move to approve the ordinance as 
presented, move to deny the ordinance as presented, or move to table the item for further study. 
 
Councilmember Harker expressed her concerns about the various restrictions being proposed for 
home daycares. Councilmember Cochran shared some of her concerns. City Attorney Tracy 
Cowdell provided some background on various situations that had arisen by not having these 
restrictions in place. One resident had daycares in the homes on either side of him, resulting in 
increased noise and traffic in/around his home. There was another situation with a four-plex where 
three of the four units housed at-home daycares. Additionally, a daycare in a townhome had no 
contained yard for play, so children ended up playing in unsafe situations. The ordinance was 
drafted with those specific problems in mind. They were not hypotheticals but were actual 
situations the city needed to address. He suggested asking Mr. Spung to take another look at the 
areas of concern and bring the matter back for further consideration.   
 
  Councilmember Barbieri appreciated Mr. Cowdell’s explanation and agreed that perhaps it 
would be best to allow staff more time to revisit some of the daycare issues.  Councilmembers 
Harker and Burgess were in support of that as well.  
 
Community and Economic Development Director Wayne Harper explained that staff had 
attempted to balance the rights of those who had such businesses with those who happened to live 
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near them and who were entitled to quiet enjoyment of their property. It was a delicate balance, 
and he appreciated the councilmembers offering specific examples of what they were 
uncomfortable with so that staff could take them under consideration as they conducted another 
review of the proposed language.  
 
Councilmember Harker asked for more clarification regarding food trucks being parked in a 
residential driveway.  Mr. Spung stated there was a weight limit for food trucks and whether their 
operators could park them in their driveways when they were not open for business.  He added that 
he could look at that portion of the ordinance as well. 
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Cochran moved to table Ordinance No. 23-02 and allow staff 

time to review certain areas of concern. The motion was seconded by 
Councilmember Burgess.  

 
Chair Knudsen         Yes 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker           Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri  Yes 
Councilmember Cochran  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
 5.2 Ordinance No. 23-03 – An Ordinance of the City of Taylorsville approving a 

General Plan Text Amendment to Chapter 8: Moderate Income Housing, to 
implement updates required by recent State legislation – Mark McGrath, AICP, 
Long-Range Planner 

 
   Long-Range Planner Mark McGrath explained that the State had historically required cities to 
address moderate income housing. Senate Bill 84 required cities to address the issue in their general 
plan.   
 
Mr. McGrath provided some background regarding the housing shortage.  He noted from 2010 – 
2021, Utah was the number one fastest growing state in the nation.   
 
Mr. McGrath commented that Taylorsville was considered as having a fixed transportation system 
since plans were already in place for the Bus Rapid Transit system (which meant the city needed to 
have a stationary master plan and would need to follow up with implementation measures.)  
 
Due to time constraints, Councilmember Knudsen asked Mr. McGrath to concentrate on the six  
areas of change and allow council members to ask questions as needed.    Mr. McGrath gave 
brief descriptions of the portions of the general plan with proposed changes.    
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 MOTION:  Councilmember Harker moved to adopt Ordinance No. 23-03, an ordinance 

of the City of Taylorsville approving a General Plan Text Amendment to 
Chapter 8: Moderate Income Housing, to implement updates required by 
recent State Legislation. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Cochran. 

 
Councilmember Cochran        Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 
Councilmember Harker           Yes 
Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
Chair Knudsen   Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 
There were no financial matters to discuss. 
 
7. OTHER MATTERS 
 

7.1 Ordinance No. 23-01 – An Ordinance of the City of Taylorsville amending 
Taylorsville Municipal Code Chapter 5.06: Business License Fees, and Chapter 
5.76: Rental Dwelling Unit to remove Good Landlord Program Requirements – Jay 
Ziolkowski 

 
    Jay Ziolkowski gave a brief history as to how this ordinance came about.  He was asked to 
take on this project as well as business licensing and code enforcement.  The Good Landlord 
Program was created by the city in 2010 and at the time, it was a good program.  There were 
currently 807 active rental licenses in Taylorsville, but there was no way to know how many homes 
were being rented without a rental license in place.  Historically there had been as many as 2,100 
licenses in place at any given time. 
 
Mr. Ziolkowski explained that diminished training opportunities and compliance had both become 
issues with the program.   It was discovered that about 30% of landlords in the program did not 
meet the program criteria. As his research continued, he learned that many other cities throughout 
the valley were discontinuing their Good Landlord programs for several reasons, the most 
significant one being that it was the administration’s belief that all landlords should be good—not 
just those who participated in a formal program.   That is, all landlords in the city should meet 
specific criteria. 
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   Mr. Ziolkowski provided clarification on the fee schedule.  In connection to other fee 
schedules, recommendations would be made in the coming months of possibly having a tiered or 
escalation system for repeat offenders.   
 
Councilmember Burgess expressed concern for renters if there was no Good Landlord program in 
place. Mr. Ziolkowski responded that there needed to be some kind of methodology or educational 
enhancement programs, fee waivers, incentives, for landlords who would then come in to receive 
their license.  He stated that if the ordinance was approved, administration was asking for a buffer 
to go through the rentals we had record of and understand what was needed to bring the landlords 
into compliance.  
 
  Councilmember Burgess wondered how the city could expect landlords to self-report if they 
had already shown a willingness not to comply with the Good Landlord program. Mr. Ziolkowski 
felt that was a valid concern but thought it would become more and more difficult for landlords to 
fly under the radar, particularly those that were not compliant with city code. Mr. Taylor interjected 
that renters would have more protection with this ordinance in place because now all landlords had 
to meet certain standards—not just those that chose to participate in a program. Mayor Overson 
said that the new code supported the city’s expectation of accountability for all landlords.  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Barbieri moved to adopt Ordinance No. 23-01, an ordinance 

of the City of Taylorsville amending Taylorsville Municipal Code Chapter 
5.06: Business License Fees, and Chapter 5.76: Rental Dwelling Unit to remove 
Good Landlord Requirements. The motion was seconded by Councilmember 
Harker.  

 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Chair Knudsen         Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri           Yes 
Councilmember Cochran  Yes 
Councilmember Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 
 
 8.1 Councilmember Burgess – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
 8.2 Chair Knudsen – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
 8.3 Councilmember Barbieri – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
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8.4 Councilmember Harker – Explained that the Historic Preservation Committee 
was applying for a matching grant and wished to thank the City Council for approving the 
matching funds. It was greatly appreciated.    
 
8.5 Councilmember Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 
 
 9.1 Special Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, February 8, 2023 at 9:00 

a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 9.2 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.3 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, February 15, 2023 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.4 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, February 28, 2023 at 6:30 

p.m. 
 9.5 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, February 28, 2023 at 7:00 p.m. 
 
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For more Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website) 
 
10.1 Taylorsville Arts Council Presents: “Gershwin Review” –  February 23-25, 2023 

at the Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center (Studio 54). The cost is $10.00. 
 
10.2 Taylorsville Arts Council Presents: A Symphony Performance: March 3, 2023 at 

Bennion Jr. High School. Attendance free (donations accepted). 
 
Chair Knudsen mentioned that city offices would be closed on Monday, February 20th for 
Presidents Day. 
 
11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205  
  
MOTION:  Councilmember Cochran moved to recess the regular meeting and convene a 

closed session in Room No. 202 to discuss pending or reasonably imminent 
litigation, with the meeting adjourning from there. The motion was seconded 
by Councilmember Barbieri. 

 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Councilmember Harker        Yes 
Chair Knudsen            Yes 
Councilmember Cochran  Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri  Yes 
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The motion passed 5-0 
 
The public meeting recessed at 9:36 p.m. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned from Room No. 202 at 10:13 p.m. 
 
 
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 


	2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.

