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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 
 

City of Taylorsville 
CITY COUNCIL MEETING 

Minutes 
 

Wednesday, February 15, 2023 
Council Chambers, Room No. 140 

2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.  
Taylorsville, Utah 84129 

 
BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Robert “Bob” Knudsen John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Curt Cochran  Scott Harrington, Asst. City Admin./C.F.O. 
Council Member Anna Barbieri  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
Council Member Ernest Burgess  Christopher Bown, Justice Court Judge 
Councilmember Meredith Harker  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Richard Rich, UFA Captain 
      Ben White, City Engineer 
 
Excused: Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney, and Kristy Heineman, City Council Coordinator 
 
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Chair Bob Knudsen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. A roll call was conducted wherein all 
councilmembers were present. 
 
1. Review Agenda 
 
The Chair reviewed the agenda for the regular city council meeting.   Councilmember Barbieri 
agreed to handle opening ceremonies at the March 1st City Council meeting since Councilmember 
Cochran would not be in attendance.   
 

https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/home/showpublisheddocument/8252/638121482200370000
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Councilmember Harker updated the Council regarding the appointment of chair and vice chair for 
the Parks and Recreation Committee. Mayor Overson responded that Jay Ziolkowski would 
facilitate appointment of chairs for the other committees and those appointments would be brought 
before the Council for ratification at a future meeting.  
 
2. Adjourn 
 
Chair Knudsen declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:04 p.m.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson  
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Robert “Bob” Knudsen John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Curt Cochran  Scott Harrington, CFO/Asst City Administrator 
Council Member Anna Barbieri  Christopher Bown, Justice Court Judge 
Council Member Ernest Burgess  Jamie Brooks, City Recorder  
Council Member Meredith Harker  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
      Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
      Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir.  
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Richard Rich, UFA Captain 
      Jim Spung, Senior Planner 
 
Excused:  City Council Coordinator Kris Heineman. 
 
Others:  Kyrene Gibb, Lynn Handy, Brooke Larsen, Dean Paynter, Merriloy Paynter, Dennis 
Sanok, and many personnel from Unified Fire Authority  
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
 
Chair Knudsen called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A roll 
call was conducted wherein all councilmembers were present. 
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Councilmember Burgess (Opening 
Ceremonies for March 1, 2023 to be arranged by Councilmember Barbieri 
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Councilmember Ernest Burgess directed the Pledge of Allegiance before offering the Reverence. 
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 
 
Mayor Overson explained that there had recently been a field trip to Taylorsville Bennion 
Improvement District. She appreciated the opportunity to tour the old sewer lift station and learn 
more about how the Jordan River was diverted while  the new system was being built. 
 
The Mayor reported that she and Councilmember Harker had recently visited the Taylorsville Food 
Pantry which would now be operated by the Intermountain Baptist Church. The volunteers were 
busy stocking shelves and making the place their own.  
 
Taylorsville High School had held their annual baseball banquet and auction the previous Saturday 
and Mayor Overson enjoyed seeing the community gather for such a great cause. She expressed 
her appreciation to Chair Knudsen and Councilmember Harker for attending the event as well.  
 
  There had been a flurry of activity involving the current legislative session and as always, 
John Hiskey continued to be very visible on the hill and work very hard on the city’s behalf. Mayor 
Overson had also been busy attending various legislative meetings and pointed out that there were 
bill trackers available through ChamberWest, the Utah League of Cities and Towns, and the 
Wasatch Front Regional Council. The trackers made it easy for anyone interested  to follow along 
with the life of each bill. Various debates could also be viewed online, and she encouraged 
everyone to tune in and to be involved if they wished their voices to be heard.  
 
The Mayor had recently been in the lobby of city hall when she was contacted by a woman standing 
at the court window. The woman explained how helpful Cindy Haynes had been in addressing all 
her concerns. She felt thoroughly heard by Cindy who the mayor said was just one example of the 
great employees we have here at Taylorsville.  
 
  Mayor Overson received a phone call earlier in the day from a resident who was grateful for 
the improved crosswalks and additional benches recently installed at Labrum Park. The Mayor 
thanked the council for appropriating the money for the benches and for the Facilities staff who 
installed them. 
 
 1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
   Chair Knudsen invited any members of the audience to step forward and address the council 
on the topic of their choice.  
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There was no one who expressed a desire to speak, so Chair Knudsen closed the citizen comment 
period. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 

2.1 Appointment of Dean Paynter as Chair of Community Council 3A – Mayor 
Overson and Councilmember Barbieri. 

 
   Councilmember Anna Barbieri explained how excited she was to introduce Mr. Paynter who 
lived in the northwest corner of District No. 3.  Mr. Paynter had taken it upon himself to create a 
Community Council and round up those individuals who were interested in gathering on the fourth 
Tuesday of each month. She invited Mr. Paynter to step forward and explain a bit about what he 
hoped to accomplish.  
 
Mr. Painter explained that it was easy enough to complain about problems, but the challenge was 
to find solutions. He pointed out that nothing good was free and that it was important to do more 
than just vote every couple of years. He encouraged others to join him on February 28th for the 
first meeting of Community Council #3A and expressed his appreciation to Councilmember 
Barbieri for helping him to get the ball rolling. 
 
  Mr. Paynter also wished to take a moment to thank the City Council, administration and any 
staff members involved in erecting the wall on 2700 West between 5400 South and 6200 South.  
He indicated it was a huge improvement to the area and he was very grateful for it. 
 
Mayor Overson told the City Council that it was her honor to appoint Mr. Paynter to serve as the 
Chair of the newly created Community Council No. 3A.  
 
Chair Knudsen expressed his appreciation to Mr. Paynter and pointed out how critical it was that 
residents be involved in the community. The City Council could not be effective in their work 
without receiving feedback from the residents—both positive and negative. 
 
3. REPORTS 
  
            3.1  Y2 Analytics – Kyrene Gibb 
 
   Kyrene Gibb, Partner and Vice President of Research at Y2 Analytics explained that there 
were 468 residents (out of several thousand) who had responded to the survey that year which 
resulted in a  margin of error of approximately + or - 4.5%.  She displayed a map which outlined 
where in the city the respondents resided.   
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The survey time-frame was November 12 through December 29  and perhaps due to the busy 
nature of that season, the response rate had been lower than what was ideal. Ms. Gibb stated they 
would distribute the survey again in January next year and hopefully get more responses. The 
survey questions addressed general health of the city, city services and communications, 
community events and development priorities, and water conservation. 
 
After Ms. Gibb reviewed many of the survey results, Councilmember Harker pointed out that there 
were many residents that questioned the validity of the survey when they received it. Ms. Gibb 
responded that her firm had seen an increase in pessimism and skepticism amongst the public over 
the last three years—not just in Taylorsville, but among all groups. She recommended that in the 
future, perhaps her staff work more closely with city communications staff to get the word out that 
a survey would be forthcoming.  
 
Councilmember Cochran’s constituents had expressed concern that they did not receive the survey. 
Ms. Gibb explained that the challenge was that in order to be statistically representative and have 
a random sample, they couldn’t have everyone participate in that particular survey. If it would be 
helpful going forward, they could look for opportunities for after the scientific fielding period had 
concluded—opening the survey up to any resident who wished to participate. 
 
        3.2 Prosecutors Report 
 
   City Attorney Tracy Cowdell explained that his firm had contracted with Taylorsville for 13 
years. Stowell & Crayk had been providing indigent defense work for the City for even longer. 
Although the justice court had been in the news in previous years, he was pleased that those days 
were over and mentioned that Judge Bown was great to work with. 
 
There were four current challenges his office was facing. They were: 

• A trend at the District Attorney’s office of declining more cases than they ever have 
before—particularly on property crimes  

• The jail was releasing people that would have previously been held.  
• It was getting harder to keep prosecutors on staff as large firms began offering more money. 
• There was a growing coalition of those who sought a softer, gentler type of policing. Now 

it appeared that the legislature was also beginning to target police and prosecutors, and 
putting their hands in how they conduct business in the courtroom. 

 
Mr. Cowdell explained how little of a court fine represented city revenue and how much went 
elsewhere.  For example, ninety percent of a DUI fine went to the state while the city only received 
ten percent. Other types of crime might have a lower sur-charge, but most of every fine went to 
the county and the state rather than the city. So, despite what some believed, justice courts were 
not cash cows for Taylorsville or any other municipality. 
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Councilmember Burgess commented that having the district attorney’s office so reluctant to 
prosecute property crimes sent a message to defendants that they need not fear prosecution.  
 
Brooke Larsen introduced herself, explained she had attended law school with Mr. Cowdell. She 
had worked for West Jordan, Sandy City and at the District Attorney’s office in the past and said  
her experience at Taylorsville had been amazing thus far. She commended Judge Bown for his 
efficiency and organization, explaining that he consistently handled in-person and virtual 
appearances simultaneously.   
 
 3.3   Unified Fire Authority – UFA Captain Richard Rich 
 
Captain Richard Rich presented statistical information pertaining to the 4th quarter of 2022, 
explaining that the numbers for medical calls remained fairly consistent over the last several years.  
 
Activities in the UFA: 

• Asst. Chief Higgs had retired after 45 years of services 
• New recruit class began earlier in the month with 33 recruits 
• Lateral firefighter and paramedic recruitment remained open 

 
Recent Promotions in UFA: 

• Dustin Dern was recently promoted to Asst. Chief 
• Wade Russell was recently promoted to Operations Chief 
• Jay Torgerson and Kenneth Aldridge were promoted to Battalion Chief  

 
Captain Rich explained the “Close Before You Doze” program which sought to educate the public 
about the importance of keeping interior bedroom doors closed at night. Such doors could provide 
up to 30 minutes of safety in the event of a house fire. Conversely, if the door was left open, 
occupants might have only 3 minutes in which to escape. The synthetic nature of today’s home 
furnishings made them much more flammable, and they contained substances that became toxic 
when ablaze. Most fatalities from fire incidents were a result of inhaling toxic gases and smoke 
rather than from burns. 
 
Councilmember Harker commented on the importance of educating school children about fire 
safety. 
 
4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 
There was no consent agenda.  
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
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5.1 Ordinance No. 23-02 – An Ordinance of the City of Taylorsville approving a 

Zoning Text Amendment to the Taylorsville Municipal Code Sections 
05.06.040, 13.07.020, 13.08.020, 13.09.030, 13.10.020, 13.11.040, 13.26.080; and 
Chapters 13.36 and 5.54, related to Home Occupation Standards – Jim Spung  

 
   Senior Planner Jim Spung reminded the Council that they had asked him to review certain 
aspects of this proposed ordinance, particularly with regard to home daycares.  One change was 
that the ordinance now allowed for daycares in townhomes as long as there was a private fenced 
play area dedicated to that particular unit.   
 
Mr. Spung presented a map showing the locations of current daycares in Taylorsville. He noted 
they were fairly well-dispersed although there were six areas that would be non-compliant if not 
for the fact that they would be grandfathered in.  
 
The new version of the ordinance allowed a major arterial road to separate daycares that fell within 
the 300’ limit.  
 
Regarding on-site visits, the 24-trip maximum had been removed from the proposed ordinance. 
Instead, the number of kids allowed at any time had been reduced from 12 to 8 children. Pick-up 
and drop-off of children could not take place in the public right of way. 
 
Councilmember Harker thanked Mr. Spung for reviewing the proposed ordinance and taking the 
Council’s concerns into account.  
 
MOTION:  Councilmember Burgess moved to adopt Ordinance No. 23-02 as presented, 

approving a Zoning Text Amendment to the Taylorsville Municipal Code 
Sections 05.06.040, 13.07.020, 13.08.020, 13.09.030, 13.10.020, 13.11.040, 
13.26.080; and Chapters 13.36 and 5.54, related to Home Occupation 
Standards.  The motion was seconded by Councilmember Harker. 

 
Councilmember Barbieri         Yes 
Councilmember Cochran   Yes 
Councilmember Burgess        Yes 
Chair Knudsen            Yes 
Councilmember Harker  Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
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There were no financial matters on the agenda. 
 
7. OTHER MATTERS 
 
There were no “other” matters on the agenda.  
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 
 

8.1 Councilmember Burgess – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.2 Councilmember Barbieri – She had previously passed along a constituent’s safety 
concern as it pertained to a walking route to school on 2700 West.  It was a huge project 
and she appreciated that it was done in response to a resident’s concern.   
 
8.3 Council Chair Knudsen – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.4 Council Member Harker – Wondered if there was a theme for this year’s 
Taylorsville Dayzz float  
 
Mayor Overson responded that there was not yet a theme in place, although she welcomed 
suggestions. Additionally, a Request for Proposals would soon be issued for a city float to 
be entered into the Days of ’47 parade as well as the Taylorsville Dayzz parade. 
 
8.5 Council Member Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration. 

 
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS  

 
 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, February 28, 2023 – 6:30 

p.m. 
 9.2 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, February 28, 2023 - 7:00 p.m. 
 9.3 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, March 1, 2023 - 6:00 p.m. 
 9.4 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, March 1, 2023 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.5 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, March 14, 2023 – 6:30 p.m. 
 9.6 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, March 14, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. 
 9.7 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, March 15, 2023 – 6:00 p.m. 
 9.8 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, February 20, 2019 – 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For more Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website) 
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10.1 Taylorsville Arts Council Presents: “Gershwin Review” Show:  February 23-
25, 2023 at the Performing Arts Center – Studio 54. The cost is $10.00  

 
10.2 Taylorsville Arts Council Presents: A Symphony Performance: March 3, 2023 at 

Bennion Jr. High. Attendance is (donations accepted) 
Taylorsville Exchange Club Invites You to a Pinwheel Planting Ceremony – To Bring 

Awareness to Child Abuse Prevention: Saturday, March 31, 2018 at 9:00 
a.m. – See City Website for More Information 

 
Chair Knudsen noted that city offices would be closed on Monday, February 20 for Presidents 
Day. 
 
11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 - For the Purpose(s) Described in Statute U.C.A. 52-4-205  
  
MOTION:  Councilmember Cochran moved to recess the public meeting and convene a 

closed session to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation as well as 
the character, professional competence, and physical or mental health of an 
individual. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Burgess. 

 
Chair Knudsen           Yes 
Councilmember Burgess    Yes 
Councilmember Barbieri        Yes 
Councilmember Harker            Yes 
Councilmember Cochran   Yes 
 
The motion passed 5-0 
 
The meeting was closed at 8:31 p.m. for the purposes given, and no other matters were discussed. 
 
Minutes for the Closed Session were taken and are now on file as a Protected Record.   
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned from Room No. 202 at 9:04 p.m.   
 
    
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
 
Minutes Prepared by: Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
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