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Click for Audio Recording of Meeting 
City of Taylorsville 

CITY COUNCIL MEETING 
Minutes 

 
Wednesday, May 1, 2024 

Council Chambers, Room No. 140 
2600 West Taylorsville Blvd.  

Taylorsville, Utah 84129 
 

BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson 
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Meredith Harker  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
Council Member Ernest Burgess  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
Council Member Robert Knudsen  Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir.  
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator  
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Brittney Kempff, Dep. Recorder/RDA Secretary 
           
    
Excused:  Council Member Anna Barbieri, Assistant City Administrator/CFO Scott Harrington, 
and City Recorder Jamie Brooks 
 
6:00 BRIEFING SESSION 
 
Chair Curt Cochran conducted the briefing session, which convened at 6:03 p.m. A roll call was 
conducted wherein all council members were present except Council Member Barbieri who was 
excused.  
 
1. Review Agenda 
 
The agenda for the regular city council meeting was briefly reviewed.   
 

https://www.taylorsvilleut.gov/home/showdocument?id=9604&isPublished=False&t=638503280473830000
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City Administrator John Taylor mentioned that since Melanie Bennett from Animal Services 
would be in attendance at the regular meeting, she would discuss Agenda Item 7.1 which pertained 
to the Urban Wildlife Program.   
    
2. Adjourn 
 
Chair Cochran declared the briefing session adjourned at 6:07 p.m. at which time a meeting of the 
Redevelopment Agency Board was convened. Separate minutes were kept for that meeting. 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
REGULAR MEETING 
 
Attendance: 
 
Mayor Kristie Overson  
 
Council Members:    City Staff: 
 
Council Chair Curt Cochran   John Taylor, City Administrator 
Council Vice Chair Meredith Harker  Brady Cottam, Police Chief 
Council Member Ernest Burgess  Tracy Cowdell, City Attorney 
Council Member Robert Knudsen  Wayne Harper, Economic/Community Dev. Dir. 
      Kristy Heineman, Council Coordinator 
      Kim Horiuchi, Communications Director 
      Brittany Kempff, Dep. Recorder/RDA Secretary 
      Richard Rich, UFA Captain  
      Ben White, City Engineer 
      Dan Christensen, Police Detective 
      Noah Houghtalen, Police Officer 
      Brian Lutz, Police Officer 
      Garrett Tan, Police Officer  
      Brandy Stephens, Police Office Manager 
 
Excused:  Councilmember Anna Barbieri, Asst. City Administrator/CFO Scott Harrington, and 
City Recorder Jamie Brooks 
 
Others:  Melanie Bennett, John E. Gidney, Ken Green, Lynn Handy, Karina McLellan, Brian 
Miller, and Gordon Willardson 
 
1. WELCOME, INTRODUCTION AND PRELIMINARY MATTERS 
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Chair Curt Cochran called the meeting to order at  6:30 p.m. and welcomed those in attendance. A 
roll call was conducted wherein all council members were present, except for Council Member 
Barbieri who was excused.  
 

1.1 Opening Ceremonies – Pledge/Reverence – Council Member Burgess (Opening 
Ceremonies for May 15, 2024 to be arranged by the Council Member Barbieri)  

 
    Council Member Burgess directed the Pledge of Allegiance, after which Council Member 
Knudsen offered comments regarding the fact that when someone did something great or 
noteworthy, it was rarely a singular effort. Instead, it was the result of a team of people working 
well together for the greater good. 
 
 1.2 Mayor’s Report 

   Mayor Overson provided a comprehensive report covering various activities, which included 
multiple ribbon-cutting ceremonies welcoming new businesses, ChamberWest's Women in 
Business Annual Conference, the League of Cities and Towns Conference in St. George, the start 
of the Taylorsville girls fast pitch softball season, a tour of the Jordan Valley Water Terminal 
Reservoir, and CPR refresher courses for city staff. The Mayor also highlighted participation in 
community-related events, distributed a budget presentation, and discussed the successful 28th 
annual awards ceremony for Taylorsville employees. 

   
 1.3 Citizen Comments 
 
   Chair Cochran invited any member of the public who wished to address the City Council to 
step forward and do so.   

Karina McClellan, representing Ability's Inclusion Services, introduced her organization's efforts 
in serving adults with disabilities and expressed interest in establishing a presence in Taylorsville. 

Brian Miller registered complaints about the road conditions and noise pollution issues within the 
city, suggesting stricter road noise regulations and maintenance improvements. 

There were no additional citizen comments, and Chair Cochran closed the citizen comment period. 
    
2. APPOINTMENTS 
 
There were no appointments. 
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3. REPORTS 
  
            3.1 Taylorsville Police Department – Chief Cottam 

              Chief Cottam delivered the quarterly police report. Special commendations were given 
to officers Ryan Lutz, Noah McKee, and Garrett Birch for exceptional work ranging from detective 
efforts to compassionate handling of difficult situations. The Chief also provided crime statistics, 
discussed trends in different council districts, highlighted traffic incidents, and shared milestones 
as the department approaches its third year. 

  Referencing one report, Chair Cochran asked for clarification on what Public Order Free Text 
referred to.  Chief Cottam stated it was for general type cases that were not usually criminal cases.   

  Runaways were mentioned and Chief Cottam stated that, the percentage for reuniting 
runaways with families was high.   
 
The Chief mentioned the number of records requests being received by his department and 
indicated that the number would continue to rise. He then praised the City’s Code Enforcement 
Department and mentioned that he was impressed with the amount of work they did as well as 
their effective ability to patrol the city on a daily basis.  
 
           3.2 West Valley Animal Services – Melanie Bennett  

               Melanie Bennett of West Valley Animal Services shared a yearly update, emphasizing 
the case increases in Taylorsville, adoption numbers, and the impact of volunteer efforts on animal 
care. Reporting also included information on licensing compliance strategies, urban wildlife 
challenges, education efforts, and fruitful events hosted during the past year. 

4. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

4.1 Minutes – April 3, 2024 City Council Meeting  
 

MOTION:  Council Member  Bob Knudsen  moved to approve the minutes of the April 3, 
2024 City Council meeting as presented. The motion was seconded by Council 
Member Ernest Burgess. 

 
Council Member Harker        Yes 
Chair Cochran          Yes 
Council Member Barbieri           Absent 
Council Member Knudsen  Yes 
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Council Member Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
5. PLANNING MATTERS 
 

5.1 Ordinance No. 24-04 – Consideration of a Zoning Text Amendment to 
Taylorsville Municipal Code Section 13.20.020, Amending Minimum Front 
Building Setback Standards in the R-1 and R-2 Zoning Districts – Wayne Harper 

 
Community and Economic Development Director Wayne Harper explained that this Ordinance 
came about at the request of Alpine Homes. He stated the setbacks would be changed from R-1 
zoning to R-2 Zoning.  The Planning Commission voted for a positive recommendation by a vote 
of 6-1 to adopt the changes.  Mr. Harper gave further clarification on the history behind the zone 
change.  Chair Cochran asked for further detail with regards to corner lots.   
    
MOTION:  Council Member   Bob Knudsen   moved to adopt Ordinance No. 24-04, 

approving a Zoning Text Amendment to Taylorsville Municipal Code Section 
13.20.020, Amending Minimum Front Building Setback Standards in the R-1 
and R-2 Zoning Districts.  The motion was seconded by Council Member 
Ernest Burgess. 

 
Council Member Harker        Yes 
Council Member Burgess         Yes 
Council Member Knudsen          Yes 
Chair Cochran   Yes 
Council Member Barbieri  Absent 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
6. FINANCIAL MATTERS 
 

6.1 Resolution No. 24-08 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville Acknowledging 
Receipt of a Tentative Budget and Tentatively Adopting the Tentative Budget 
Pursuant to the Requirements of Utah Code Ann. 10-6-111 for the Fiscal Year 
Beginning July 1, 2024, and Ending June 30, 2025 – Scott Harrington  

 
    Scott Harrington explained this is the tentative budget that would be tentatively adopted.  
He noted the increase in health (11.5%) and dental insurance costs (as much as 4.5%).  He noted 
the sales tax over the last year had leveled off, as had B&C road funds.  They appear to be holding 
steady.  He noted the total budget was down 1-2 percent-- $400,000+. 
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Mr. Harrington stated a public hearing for both the current budget and the one for FY24-25 would 
be held at the May 15th City Council meeting.  He would be setting up meetings with the City 
Council members to go over the budget in more detail.   
 
MOTION: Council Member  Bob Knudsen moved to approve Resolution No. 24-08, 

Acknowledging Receipt of a Tentative Budget and Tentatively Adopting the 
Tentative Budget Pursuant to the Requirements of Utah Code Ann. 10-6-111 
for the Fiscal Year Beginning July 1, 2024, and Ending June 30, 2025.  The 
motion was seconded by Council Member Ernest Burgess. 

 
 
Council Member Burgess        Yes 
Council Member Harker         Yes 
Chair Cochran            Yes 
Council Member Knudsen  Yes 
Council Member Barbieri  Absent 
 
The motion passed 4-0 

 
6.2 Resolution No. 24-09 – A Resolution of the City of Taylorsville Declaring 

Certain Property as Surplus Property – Scott Harrington  
 
Mr. Harrinton explained these were unclaimed bicycles that would be donated for charitable 
purposes.    
    
MOTION: Council Member Burgess moved to approve Resolution No. 24-09 – A 

Resolution of the City of Taylorsville Declaring Certain Property as Surplus 
Property.  The motion was seconded by Council Member Knudsen. 

 
Chair Cochran         Yes 
Council Member Knudsen         Yes 
Council Member Harker           Yes 
Council Member Burgess  Yes 
Council Member Barbieri  Absent 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
7. OTHER MATTERS 
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            7.1 Resolution No. 24-07 - Consideration of a Resolution of the City of Taylorsville 
Approving an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement Between the City and Salt Lake 
County Regarding the Urban Wildlife Assistance Program – John Taylor 

  
   John Taylor explained that Salt Lake County wished to enter into an Interlocal Cooperation 
Agreement with Taylorsville regarding the Urban Wildlife Assistance Program.  He stated it was 
a new program.  He stated the actual agreement is with Salt Lake County who has the contract 
with the actual company involved.  The cost would be $9,600.00 per year.  John Taylor noted that 
the cost had already been added to the tentative budget.  He stated the contract would be renewed 
tentatively every 5 years with no cost increase over that time.   
 
  Council Member Harker asked how the raccoons and skunks were being disposed of in the 
past.  Mr. Taylor stated residents needed to dispose of the animals on their own.   Clarification was 
given for the full process of disposal. 
 
 MOTION:  Council Member  Knudsen moved to approve Resolution No. 24-07, approving 

an Interlocal Cooperation Agreement between Salt Lake County and the City 
of Taylorsville regarding the Urban Wildlife Assistance Program. The motion 
was seconded by Council Member Burgess. 

 
Council Member Barbieri        Absent 
Council Member Knudsen         Yes 
Chair Cochran            Yes 
Council Member Harker  Yes 
Council Member Burgess  Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0 
 
8. NEW ITEMS FOR SUBSEQUENT CONSIDERATION (No Action) 
 

8.1 Council Member Burgess – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.2 Council Member Knudsen – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.3 Council Member Burgess – Asked that residents take their engine oil to places 

like Jiffy Lube, so that other hazardous materials could be accepted at the annual 
clean up event. 

 
8.4 Council Member Harker – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
 
8.5 Council Member Cochran – nothing for subsequent consideration. 
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No new items for subsequent consideration.  
 

     
9. NOTICE OF FUTURE PUBLIC MEETINGS (NEXT MEETING) 
 
 9.1 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.2 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, May 7, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.3 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.4 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, May 15, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
 9.5 Planning Commission Work Session – Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.6 Planning Commission Meeting – Tuesday, May 21, 2024 at 6:30 p.m.  
 9.7 City Council Briefing Session – Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at 6:00 p.m. 
 9.8 City Council Meeting – Wednesday, June 5, 2024 at 6:30 p.m. 
 
10. CALENDAR OF UPCOMING EVENTS 

(For more Details on Events, Visit the City’s Website) 
 
10.1 “Starry Nights on the Plaza” Food Trucks and Live Entertainment at City Hall 

Friday Nights 5pm-8pm beginning May 10, 2024 through August 2024. 
 
10.2 City-Wide Cleanup Event (Sponsored by the Green Committee) – May 18, 

2024, 9:00a.m. to Noon   
 
10.3 Taylorsville City Presents: “An Evening of Art” – Friday, May 17, 2024 at 7:00 

p.m. at the Mid-Valley Performing Arts Center 
 
10.4 Taylorsville Dayzz Celebration – June 27-29, 2024 
 

11. CLOSED SESSION (Conference Room 202) 
 
MOTION:  Council Member Knudsen moved to recess the regular meeting and convene a 

closed session in Room No. 202 for 1) to discuss the purchase, sale, exchange, 
or lease of real property; and 2) a strategy session to discuss pending or 
reasonably imminent litigation, after which the meeting would adjourn from 
there. The motion was seconded by Council Member Burgess. 

 
Council Member Barbieri        Absent 
Council Member Harker         Yes 
Council Member Burgess           Yes 
Chair Cochran   Yes 
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Council Member Knudsen  Yes 
 
The motion passed 4-0  
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was recessed at 8:03 p.m. and later adjourned from Room No. 202 at 8:56 p.m.  
 
                           
    
________________________________________ 
Jamie Brooks, City Recorder 
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